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Fly in style and luxury with the world’s best.
Etihad  Airways  guarantees  flat-beds  on  all  its  Pearl  Business  Class 
long-haul  flights. You  can  stretch  out  on 6’1”  flat-beds. Or  enjoy  fine 
dining  prepared  by  your  dedicated  onboard  Food  and  Beverage 
Manager, whilst enjoying over 600 hours of on-demand entertainment 
on some of the biggest screens in the sky. And in between flights, indulge 
in complimentary Six Senses Spa treatments at our premium lounges.

And once on board, you’ll see why we’ve been voted the World’s Leading 
Airline for the past three years at the World Travel Awards.

etihad.com/au

It’s time to change to the best.

http://www.etihadairways.com/sites/etihad/au/en/home/pages/home.aspx


We’re so excited to be bringing all our hardtofind. 
customers this gorgeous e-mag, full of inspirational 
ideas for your home, life, family, friends – even the 
dog! from peeking inside top stylists’ homes to 
persuading the country’s best chefs to share their 
recipes, from secret travel tips to fun and original craft 
ideas, there’s something for everyone. We’ve even 
made Christmas shopping easy with our expert gift 
guides, plus almost everything you see in the magazine 
is available on hardtofind. – just click on whatever 
takes your fancy and you’ll go straight through to that 
page on the site. We find a glass of wine makes the 
process even more enjoyable!
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Colour your world 
Stylist extraordinaire Victoria Alexander explains why we all need colour in our lives.

hardtof ind.com.au  32

M o d e r n faM i ly
A mix of old and new and a monochrome palette  

define the home of stylist Amber Keller.
Words Phoebe Macrossan  Photography Andy Lewis

we’d love your 
feedback – drop  
us a line at  
mail@hardtofind.
com.au or follow  
us on facebook  
or twitter

Merry Christmas!
Eri & Trudi x

Welcome to the first issue of htf. magazine!

“jusT CliCk  
on WhaTever  

you fanCy 
and you’ll go 

sTraighT To 
ThaT page on 

The siTe” 

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Andy-Gemstone-cushion.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Anne-Black-matchings-cups-in-brown-print-from-the-Ruth-M-range.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Christmas-Wreath-dec%23-22.html


1800 660 189     www.acquapanna.com

Acqua Panna mineral water from Tuscany. 
For the love of dining.
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SUPPORT REEF RESEARCH AND 
RECEIVE A 20% DISCOUNT ON 
ANY THREE NIGHT STAY* AT THE 
BEST RESORT IN AUSTRALIA 
LIZARD ISLAND RESORT

Lizard Island Resort was named 
Best Resort in Australia at the 
Australian Gourmet Traveller 
2012 Travel Awards. 40 luxurious 
suites, 5-star cuisine, indulgent 
spa treatments, romantic picnics, 
sailing, diving, fishing, lazing in 
the sun…

The Lizard Island Research Station 
provides boats, diving equipment, 
aquariums, laboratories and 
accommodation for scientists doing 
field work on the reef. It is helping us 
understand and conserve the wonderful 
biodiversity of our national treasure.

You too can support this important work 
by making a donation to the Lizard Island 
Reef Research Foundation. Donors 
who contribute $1,000 or more each 
year are recognised as Members of 
the Foundation.

As a way of encouraging donations, the 
Resort is offering Foundation Members 
a 20% discount on any 3-night stay*. 
The amount you save could exceed the 
cost of your donation!

We hope you will join us in supporting 
environmental science on Lizard Island. 
To make a tax-deductible donation, 
click here.

*This offer does not apply during the last week of 

October or over the Christmas – New Year period

http://australianmuseum.net.au/document/Lizard-Island-Reef-Research-Foundation-donation-form-2012/


The bes t  of  the month onl ine ,  in pr int  and out & about

FOU N D
exclusive to us!  
we’re so excited about 
fromage la rue ‘petite 
vegas star’ lights, $129, 
designed just for us!

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Petite-Vegas-Illuminated-Star-.html


oncanvas
must-see exhibitions this month

2012 archibald finalist (for her portrait of missy higgins) kate 
Tucker collaborates with artist and writer Tai snaith, 12-22 Dec, 
helengory.com. MasterChef ’s Poh Ling Yeow explores ideas of 
belonging and origin in her first solo exhibition, The Time is Now 
(right), 1–15 Dec, arthousegallery.com.au. Catch five decades 
of more than 50 works by the iconic Francis Bacon including 
Portrait of Michel Leiris (below left), 17 Nov 2012–24 Feb 2013, 
artgallery.nsw.gov.au. see High Noon (below right) and other 
retro-style portraits at rising star Clara Adolph’s exhibition 
Augenblicke, 6–23 Dec, mickthegallery.com.

 collages on paper by kate tucker and tai 
snaith at melbourne’s helen gory galerie.



liBerTy (prinT) for all

pretty in print these iconic fabrics from 
the prestigious London store have been used 
for clothing and furnishings since 1875. doll’s 
bed set, $129; purse, $39.95; baking cup, 
$15.30 for 100. all available on hardtofind.

cLassic Liberty fabrics from the uk are back in 
fashion and showing up everywhere!

 TRending 

online
we take five with 
bLogger Jen bishop 
from interiors addict.

[available here] is great  
for adding colour and 
personality to walls at  
an affordable price.
5. The next big thing... i’m 
not good at predicting trends 
but i don’t think industrial, 
neon or chevron are going 
anywhere anytime soon!

Can you tell us...
1. The easiest update for a 
room (low effort/maximum 
impact)... paint is the best 
way to improve a room 
cheaply but of course there is 
effort involved! for low effort 
and maximum impact, 
replace your cushion covers, 
add a throw to your lounge 
and a fabulous statement rug. 
2. The biggest decorating 
mistake... sticking rigidly 
 to a theme, like beachy or 
industrial. or buying things 
because you think they’re 
trendy, rather than because 
you love them.
3. your favourite colour or 
interiors style... i love all 
shades of aqua and turquoise 
and i’m a huge fan of classic 
navy! it goes so well with so 
many other colours.
4. your must-have product...
urban road canvas art 

FOU N D

elephanT 
giClee 

prinT from 
a series  

By arTisT 
ralph 
hoBBs

$49.95, hardtofind.com.au

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Elephant-giclee-print.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Liberty-Doll%27s-Bed-Set.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Mabel-Clutch-Purse-%252d-Liberty-Floral.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Robert-Gordon-Liberty-Baking-Cups.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/vendors/urban-road


hoT hoTel

Trudi’s home town of 
london is eagerly awaiting 
the opening of restored and 
redeveloped luxury hotel  
Café royal in december. a 
london institution since 1863, 
its rooms and restaurants  
have been frequented by 
intellectuals, royalty and 
celebrities. 68 Regent Street, 
London, hotelcaferoyal.com. 

a british cLassic is 
reborn in west end

 TRavel 

new look award-winning 
gundowring ice-cream has released 
swish new packaging and individual 
‘bambini’ serves, $5 each.

FOU N D

ouT&about
restaurant openings around the country

Chef hamish ingham will launch The Woods at four seasons 
hotel in december with food cooked over natural australian 
wood in a central oven and grill. 199 George Street, Sydney, 
NSW. Riverbar & Kitchen is the new venture from matt moran 
and peter sullivan down the road from their aria restaurant. 
71 Eagle Street, Brisbane, Qld. The team behind one of Trudi 
and eri’s favourite melbourne spots, Chin Chin, have opened 
italian joint Baby at 613-633 Church St, Richmond, Vic.

hamish ingham’s fresh 
goat’s curd, mulberries 
and sugar cane dessert.
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Williams-sonoma, poTTery Barn & 
WesT elm are Coming doWn under

the us homewares stores will open at the new exchange building at bondi Junction, nsw in early 2013 

finnish textile and design 
mega brand Marimekko has 
opened its first ever stores in 
australia. pockets of product 
have been available here 
since the 1960s, but the new 
flagship stores will see its 
signature style of bold and 
colourful prints in textiles, 
fashion and homewares here 
on a whole new level. Check 
them out at 66 king street, 
sydney, nsW and 576 
Chapel street, prahran, vic.
marimekko.com

iconic internationaL 
brands now caLL 
austraLia home

 shopfRonT 



Things I Love by Megan Morton, 
(Penguin Books Australia, 
$49.99). A fun and witty 
decorating resource that’s  
packed with tips such as how  
to clean a vintage painting or 
when to clean your light bulbs. 
Find & Keep by Beci Orpin 
(Hardie Grant Books, $39.95). 
This spirited designer shares  
25 make-at-home projects 
inspired by her favourite things. 

What Katie Ate by Katie Quinn 
Davies (Lantern, $49.99). The 
best recipes from this talented 
food photographer’s blog of the 
same name. Bowerbird by Sibella 
Court (Harper Collins, $59.99). 
The stylist shines a light on 
simple but artful objects and how 
she arranges them. This book 
will inspire the collector within. 
Rethink: The Way You Live by 
Amanda Talbot (Murdoch Books 

$69.95). A thought-provoking 
book with an overview of how to 
work global trends into your life. 
Matt Preston’s 100 Best Recipes 
(Plum, $39.99). The MasterChef 
judge shares the food he cooks 
for his family – from raspberry 
jam to the ultimate bolognese.
delicious. Home Cooking (Harper 
Collins, $49.99). Creative ideas 
for every season and occasion in 
beautiful, achievable recipes. 

inprint
the be s t  of  food ,  in t e r i o r  &    de cora t ing  books

FOU N D



reinvigorate your SPaCe with Colour

DULUx MINI MAKEOVER

right porcelain 
& leather planters 
(set of 3), $149.95; 
dulux wash & wear 
in tapioca; lady 
peacock chair, $995; 
recycled spanish 
glass vase, $89; set 
of two nordic side 
tables, $750.

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Set-of-3-Small-Porcelain-%26-Leather-Planter.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Lady-Peacock-Chair-%252d-Natural.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Olive-Green-Vase%2C-Recycled-Spanish-Glass.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Nordic-Side-Tables-Set-of-2.html
http://www.dulux.com.au/
http://www.dulux.com.au/


Cumulus  Liv ing

make a statement with these 
luxurious soft canvas cushions  
in lustrous colours. digitally 
printed with fantastical 
photographic images of nature 
using environmentally-friendly 
dyes, their intense colour and 
realism will bring a contemporary 
look to any room. smaller sizes 
are perfect for updating the 
lounge or throw down a few 
larger over-sized floor cushions. 
Cumulus living is set to expand 
their range, so watch this space.

meeT  
The newbies

excited? we are! these three new seLLers 
have gorgeousness in spades

FOU N D

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Large-Deer-Cushion.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Flamingo-Frolic-Cushion.html
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Fami l y  Love  Tree

Ros to  Ol ive  Oi l

melbourne designer and stylist katie 
graham’s cane ‘peacock’ chairs and screens 
are made from 100% authentic rattan by 
skilled artisans in indonesia. add a bohemian 
touch to your home with one of these 
stunning pieces in a range of cool summer 
colours. Take a seat and feel the love.

This family owned and run company makes 
their cold-pressed australian extra virgin 
olive oil in the upper hunter valley, nsW. 
roey and stephen higgs’s property is home 
to 60,000 olive trees in carefully selected 
varieties from italy, spain and greece. This 
blend produces a rich oil with the right 
balance of fruitiness, bitterness and 
pepperiness, perfect for splashing on salads, 
in dressings or drizzled over crusty bread. 
The high quality of this full-flavoured oil  
is because the olives are pressed at the  
farm straight after harvesting to minimise 
handling and ensure optimum freshness. 
Their Top notch blend has won the royal 
Canberra extra virgin olive oil show 2011 
and the Best of show Trophy at the hunter 
valley extra virgin olive oil show 2011.

watch a video of 
the rosto oLive 

harvest here

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Lady-Peacock-%252d-White.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Wooden-Geometric-Screen-%252d-Mint.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Lady-Peacock-Chair-%252d-Lemon.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Top-Notch-Extra-Virgin-Olive-Oil-%252d-12-x-500ml-bottles.html
http://www.rostogrove.com.au/Video/rosto_harvest_2009_final_1Mb.mp4


cherry Blossom 
drop earrings, $19.95.

glass lantern house,  
with zinc trim, $39.95.

salad Bowls, with  
gloss finish, $29.95 each.

coastal teatree cushion  
cover in teal blue, $60.

wyzer wall clock  
in grey, $ 119.95.

isla beanbag chair, $1,221.

polar Bear  
bookend, $70. 

‘mediterranean’ silk  
and silver wristlace, $45.

Cool 

&calm
beat the heat 

this summer with 
cooL tones of 
bLue and stone

TRE N D
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http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Cherry-Blossom-Earrings-.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Glass-Lantern-House.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/zuny-bookend-polar-bear-white-zuny.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/LEFF-Amsterdam-wall-clock-wyzer-grey.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Silk-and-Silver-Wristlace-MEDITERRANEAN.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Coast-Isla-Beanbag-Chair.html


salad Bowls, with  
gloss finish, $29.95 each.

coastal teatree cushion  
cover in teal blue, $60.

Josephine rose candle, $65.

deers couture cut artwork, $129.

turkish waffle   
hand towel, $8.95.

hardtof ind.com.au  19

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Couture-Cuts-%252d-Deers.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Malmo-23cm-Salad-Bowl.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Cushion-Cover%252d-Coastal-Tea-Tree-in-Teal-Blue.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Jonathan-Ward-London%3A-Josephine%27s-Rose.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Turkish-Waffle-Hand-Towel.html


castle stacker Blocks,  
25 for $59.95. 

seed 595 light, $590. eco ply wreath, $119.95.

you make me smile,  
unframed print, $29.

star night light box, $89.

personalised santa sack,  
made from 100% cotton, $30.

Big christmas decoration #13,  
in blackwood timber, $34.95.

heart and dove decorations,  
$20 for both.

red& 

wood
mix paLe woods 
with a touch of 
red for a nordic 
christmas Look

TRE N D

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/BAJO-Castle-Stacker.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Seed-595.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Heart-and--Dove-Decorations.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/6-x-8-print-%252d-you-make-me-smile.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Big-Christmas-Decoration--%2313.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Star-%252d-night-light-box.html


eco ply wreath, $119.95.

christmas wreath, $79.95, and big 
christmas decoration #1, $34.95.

christmas stocking,  
in red/natural, $38.

personalised santa sack,  
made from 100% cotton, $30.

log Bowl, in various colours  
and sizes, from $99. 

hardtof ind.com.au  21

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Eco-Ply-Wreath.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Christmas-Wreath-dec%23-22.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Christmas-Stocking-%252d-Red%7B47%7DNatural.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Log-Bowl-%252d-Size-3-%252d-Loyal-Loot-Collective.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Personalised-Santa-Sack.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Star-%252d-night-light-box.html


floWer 

power
you’LL be the pick 

of the bunch 
with these pretty 

fLoraL pieces

orange daisy earrings, $47. etoile eau de toilette, $89.95. 

 flower storage box, $24.95. 

the seaside mat, $299.

flower 
melamine plate, $12.

faBulous fuchsia white leather 
gardening gloves, $39.99.

TRE N D

floral Bunting flag  
necklace, $29.   

andy gemstone 
cushion $140. 
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http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Earrings-%252d-Orange-daisy.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Etoile-eau-de-toilette-100ml.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/vendors/french-bazaar
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Andy-Gemstone-cushion.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Fabulous-Fuschia%2C-White-Leather-Gardening-Gloves-.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/The-seaside-mat.html


 flower storage box, $24.95. 

the seaside mat, $299.
gardening ruler, $39.

Botanical scarf, $99.

lilac with floral 
umbrella, $199. 

hardtof ind.com.au  23

floral Bunting flag  
necklace, $29.   

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Ruler-%252d-Gardening.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Pasotti-Ombrelli-%252d-Lilac-with-floral.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Storage-Box-Flower-%252d-LALE.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Botanical-Scarf.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Floral-Bunting-Flag-Necklace.html


Take  a  basic
and get four 

different 
Looks, your 

choice!

take this... and add these

waratah square dining table,  
$999, from eco outdoor.

three low salad bowls  
in pistachio, $85 for the set.

rattan rectangular trays in  
 whitewash, $121 for set of 2.

washaBle  reusable xl 
paper bag in white, $69.

moose cookie bowl, $69.

feltflaske picnic water bottle  
with drinking glass, $165.

zodiaco place mat  
in white, $52.

linke bowl in  
orange yellow, $49.95.

nordic light 7-arm black 
candle holder, $199.95.

+ +

+ +

+ +

+ +

tip  
decorate your 

table in a  
structured, 

 symmetrical  
manner

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Sia-Mai%27s-Feltflaske-Picnic-Water-Bottle-with-Drinking-Glass.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Placemats-%252d-Zodiaco.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Linke-Bowl-%28Orange-Yellow%29.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Nordic-Light-7-Arm-Black.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Set-of-3-Low-Salad-Bowls-%252d-pistachio-.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Set-of-2-Rattan-Rectangular--Trays-%252d-whitewash.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/UASHMAMA-XL-White-Paper-Bag.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Moose-cookie-bowl.html


to get this
TropiCal

sanCTuary
Combine lush leafy  
hues, silky surfaces  

and rainforest motifs,  
preferably below a canopy  

of palm fronds.

hampTons  
haven

rattan, linen and  
silver will hold this look  

together; throw in  
some found beachside  

objects and voila!

Bohemian
BeauTy

mix pieces that have  
a story to tell but  
weren’t typically  

made for each other.

sCandi  
ChiC

smooth lines paired  
with simple graphic shapes  

or pattern is typical of  
scandinavian style.

hardtof ind.com.au  25

three low salad bowls  
in pistachio, $85 for the set.

rattan rectangular trays in  
 whitewash, $121 for set of 2.

washaBle  reusable xl 
paper bag in white, $69.

moose cookie bowl, $69.

Botanical ginko leaves  
place mats and coasters, $89.

zinc tray 
 with embossed pattern, $44.

serving set  
in rose, $19.95.

salad set  
with deep scoop, $70.

coasters in birdlife,  
$19.50 for 20.

candle lantern,  
29cm, $170.

Brocade dessert plate  
in green and yellow, $49.95. 

matching porcelain cups  
in brown print, $127 for 3.

+ + =

+ + =

+ + =

+ + =

tip  
Burn a tropical 
scented candle 

before your guests 
arrive to set  

the scene

tip  
dig through your 

cupboards (or your 
relatives’) for odd 
pieces to throw  

in the mix

tip  
table top items  

in black, white and 
wood will shine  
on a coloured  

tablecloth

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Birdlife-coasters%2C-set-of-20.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Botanical-coasters-%252d-recycled-PVC-.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Botanical-coasters-%252d-recycled-PVC-.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Zinc-tray-with-embossed-pattern.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/dwl-candle-lantern-29cm.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Brocade-Dessert-Plate-%28Green-and-Yellow%29.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/French-Bull-Serving-Set-.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Anne-Black-matchings-cups-in-brown-print-from-the-Ruth-M-range.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Eva-Solo-Salad-Set.html


 We’re  loving
eri and trudi  

choose products to  
suit their styLe 

vintage map heart  
framed print, $44.95.

paper sunBurst  
in white, $7.

peacock party  
linen ottoman, $349.

‘green scallop’  
petit vase, $69.

‘sailfish’ cushion,  $59.
ice-cream mug,  

$24.95.

set of 3 rattan oval  
storage baskets, $297.

plain dyed duck  
egg pin board $55.95.

stripe sky-blue towel, $55.

‘Blue Bio’ porcelain  
ring, $49.

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Paper-Sunbursts.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/25x25cm-Framed-Print-%252d-Vintage-Map-Heart.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Green-Scallop-Petit-Vase.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Blue-Bio-Ring.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Pin-Board-Plain-Dyed-Duckegg.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Set-of-3-Rattan-Oval-Storage-Baskets-%252d-whitewash.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/PEACOCK-PARTY-%252d-Linen-Ottoman.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Sailfish-Cushion.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Stripe-Sky-Blue-Towel.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Ice-cream-mug.html
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 We’re  loving
eri and trudi  

choose products to  
suit their styLe 

pom-pom umbrella in  
sunshine yellow, $169.

triangle storage box with 
compartments, $24.95.

small gold flower  

earrings, $69.

sc
a

le
s 

ip
ad
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ov

er
,  

$3
4.

50
.

    sunset tropicana  
     kantha throw, $108.99.

raindrop bath bag,  
$39.95.

ikat gelato cushion, $79.

solena serving tray, $49.
red wren doorstop,  

$24.95.

flower handle 
or hook, $16.

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Pom%252dPom-Umbrella.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/bath-bag-%252d-raindrop-%252d-medium.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Scherning-Gold-Flower-Earrings%2C-small.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Ipad-cover-%252d-Scales.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Sunset-Tropicana-Kantha-Throw.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Flower-Handles-%26-Hooks-.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Serving-Trays.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Ikat-Gelato-Cushion.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/%22triangle%22-Storage-box-with-compartments.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/doorstop-%252d-red-wren.html


food styList and 
bLogger david 

morgan shares his 
christmas wish List

FOU N D

my  
Top 10

2. ‘Bud’ stained bamboo  
sunglasses, $159.99.

1. ‘vegas Boneyard’  
illuminated letter, $599.

1. Dear Santa, please can I have the letter ‘M’ for 
Christmas! 2. Love the cool wood effect on these 
sunnies. 3. I’m English and my most important 
furry friend is Stella, my dog, so this lead is perfect. 
4. Truly amazing oil in a beautiful bottle. 5. Orange 
gives this classic watch a contemporary touch.  
6. A great mix of two of my obsessions – industrial 
and typography. 7. Classic and timeless. This bag 
would only get better with age. 8. I’m slightly 
obsessed with camera apps so this fish-eye lens is 
the ultimate! 9. This hilarious notepad series is 
totally my sense of humour. 10. Candlelight is one 
of the easiest ways to create a nice mood at home.
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read david’s blog,  
the food dept. here

https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Vegas-Boneyard-Illuminated-Letters.html
http://thefooddept.blogspot.com.au/
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2. ‘Bud’ stained bamboo  
sunglasses, $159.99.

6. 
‘industrial 

letters’ 
lamp, $149.

8. ‘olloclip’ iphone 4  
and 4s lens system, $99.95.

9. ‘dear fork’  
a6 notebook, $4.95.

10. ‘wine light’  
tea-light holder, $79.

3. ‘By Jingo’  
collar and lead set, $85.

5. ‘havana orange nevil’  
watch, $299.

4. ‘primum oleum’  
extra virgin olive oil, $118.50.

7. ‘tommy Boy’  
leather satchel, $290.

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Bud-%C2%B7-Stained-Bamboo-%C2%B7-Grey.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/By-Jingo.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Pons-Primum-Oleum-1.5L-EVOO.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Havana-Orange-Nevil.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Industrial-Letters-Lamp.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Tommy-Boy-Satchel.html
https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Olloclip-iPhone-4-and-4S-lens-system%3A-Fisheye%2C-Wide%252dAngle%2C-Macro.html
https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/-A6-Notebook-%252d-Dear-Fork.html
https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Wine-Light-%28aka-Wind-Light%29.html


how did love mae start?
We launched in april 2008, 
so just had our fourth birthday 
this year. very exciting 
indeed! The will to work for 
ourselves doing something 
we enjoyed was definitely an 
encouragement. a series of 
destined events was all we 
needed to make it happen. 
What do you make?
fabric wall decals, bamboo 
dinnerware, wrapping paper 
and organic children’s 
bedding. all delightful  
of course! 

We  
love mae

meet peta o’neiLL and emiLy chamberLain, 
the duo behind these cute waLL decaLs 

FOU N D

https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Forest-Critters-%28Earthy%29-Fabric-Wall-Decals-.html
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Where did the name ‘love 
mae’ come from? We made 
up a fictional character,  
a lovely lady called mae.  
We all want to be her as 
everything she touches is 
pretty and perfect. 
Where are you based?
We are in stokers siding, a 
little village 25 minutes’ drive 
from Byron Bay in northern 
nsW. our studio is in an old 
building that used to be the 
general store in the 1920s. 
There is also an amazing 
vegie garden and creek in 
our backyard. it is so dreamy!
What inspires you?
We are so lucky to be 
surrounded by so many 
inspiring people, and the 
littlest ones are usually the 
most influential. We also 
travel quite a bit which is 

always refreshing for the 
right side of the brain. 
What is your favourite love 
mae product? The new 
‘under the sea girly’ fabric 
wall decal we’ve just released 
(available here). peta’s 
daughter is so into this one! 
What are your favourite 
parts of the job? The travel. 
The people we meet. The 
excitement when we receive 
samples for new designs. 
Creating a great workplace. 
There are so many other 
parts we love, we  
could go on forever!

“inside the Love mae studio it 
can be crazy and hectic – from 
LabeLLing, packing & designing 

to handLing saLes!”

https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Forest-Critters-%28Earthy%29-Fabric-Wall-Decals-.html
https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Forest-Critters-%28Earthy%29-Fabric-Wall-Decals-.html
https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Under-the-Sea-Girly-Fabric-Wall-Decals-.html


how did polli start? after 
graduating from university 
we were just itching to work 
together on our own project, 
so started polli as a hobby in 
2002. We started making die 
cut polypropylene baskets 
(hence polli) and sold them at 
weekend markets. Then we 
experimented with making 
earrings from the regular 
offcuts. soon the earrings 
outsold the baskets and we 

    pretty 
polli

we taLk to maJa rose and tess LLoyd 
about their sustainabLe JeweLLery Line

FOU N D

started making jewellery in 
stainless steel. Before we 
knew it we had a few 
wholesale accounts and were 
taking leave from our day 
jobs to do trade shows in 
melbourne. By early 2007  
we took the plunge and quit 
our full-time jobs. a few 
months later we had a team 
of five and were on a plane to 
our first new york gift show. 
it’s been a lot of fun! 

clockwise from top: ‘eco star’ 
decorations, $34.95; wooden ‘flag’ 
necklace, $99.95; the polli girls; 
‘wattle’ earrings, $59.95.

https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Star-and-Angel-Deco-Kit-%252d-Blue.html
https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Wooden-Flag-Necklace-M-%252d-Citrine.html
https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/SS-Wattle-Earrings-%28med%29.html
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What do you specialise in?
original australian jewellery, 
predominantly in materials 
like recycled stainless steel 
and plantation timber. 
Where are you based?
our studio is in stanmore  
in sydney’s inner west. it’s  
a converted ginger beer 
factory with lovely reclaimed 
timber and dripping in 
wisteria; a little oasis from 
the busy surrounding streets.
What inspires you? 
flora and fauna, vintage 
treasures, architecture and 
the urban landscape, and 
travels across the globe.
What are your favourite 
parts of the job? While the 
designing is fun, some of our 
favourite things are getting 
the first samples back of  
each new collection, 
photographing the range, 
and catching up with 
customers and colleagues at 
the trades shows. 
What is your favourite polli 
product? The hexagonal 
beads (right). They’re really 
fun to wear as they flip and 
slide and the colours offset 
each other so well.

“it’s a great thing to have a Job that  
you are excited about. to wake up in the  
morning and to want to go to work!” 

clockwise from top: ‘yacht’ 
pendant, $44.95; ‘parachute’ 
pendant, $54.95; ‘festival of the 
dead’ earrings, $54.95; ‘block 
colour beads’ in rainbow/charcoal.

https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/SS-YACHT-PENDANT.html
https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/SS-PARACHUTE-%28LGE%29-%252d-GREY-RIBBON.html
https://www.hardtofind.com.au/vendors/polli
https://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Wooden-Block-Colour-Beads-%252d-rainbow%7B47%7Dcharcoal.html
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our picks for  
LittLe peopLe

kids’ corner

24-piece elmer  
puzzle, $22.

tike  
balance bike, $154.

colours  
wall chart, $65.

vintage Birth print  
in pink, $35.

make your own advent  
calendar pack, from $6.50.

sneaky sam  
red cotton tee, $39.

mushroom night light  
in green, $39.95.

‘giraffe’ kids jungle  
plate, $9.95.

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/24-pieces-Puzzle-Elemer.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Christmas-Advent-Calendar-%2830-Stickers%29.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Mushroom-Night-Light.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Sneaky-Sam-red-cotton-tee.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/French-Bull-Kids-Jungle-Plates.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Tike-Balance-Bike.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Colours-wall-chart.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Vintage-Birth-Print-%28pink%29.html


share hardtoFind. with your Friends For the chance to win a share in $25,000 worth oF Fabulous Products FroM our sellers!

WiN the ultimate Christmas stocking  
for you & three friends with a total prize value of $25,000!



don’T  
miss ouT!

share hardtoFind. with your Friends For the chance to win a share in $25,000 worth oF Fabulous Products FroM our sellers!

WiN the ultimate Christmas stocking  
for you & three friends with a total prize value of $25,000!



*  Conditions apply, see lavazza.com.au/promo. Australian residents 18+ only. Starts 9am AEDST 23.10.12. 
Ends 5:30pm AEDST 31.12.12. Claims close 31.01.13. Retain receipt & serial number.  
CLICK HERE FOR FULL TERMS & CONDITIONS

Contains 4 Cups 
& sauCers rrp $65

to Learn More 
Visit onLine store

purCHase in store 
& reDeeM onLine 

lavazza.com.au/promo

free* lavazza 
cappuccino cup set

witH tHe purCHase of any 

LaVazza a MoDo Mio by eLeCtroLux 
CapsuLe Coffee MaCHine
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m o d e r n fam i ly
A mix of old and new and a monochrome palette  

define the home of stylist Amber Keller
Words Phoebe Macrossan  Photography andy lewis
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dec/jan 2012  

homes: moDERN Family

amber, can you tell us a little about 
your family and where you live? i live 
in greenwich, sydney, with my husband 
matthew and daughters amelie, 4, and 
alessandra, 1. The house we live in was 
built in the early 1940s. We liked it because 
it was unrenovated with a fabulous bay 
window in a quiet, leafy street. We were  
also drawn to the large block with its 
established garden and the garage  
had great appeal to me, providing me  
with somewhere to store all my props! 
What changes have you made?  
since moving in four years ago, we have 
made only cosmetic changes to the 1970s 
renovation. firstly we gave the house a 
coat of white paint and sanded and stained 
the floorboards. We then renovated the 
bathroom and kitchen. our main goal was 
to retain hints of the forties style. We would 
also like to extend the kitchen and build  
a second storey. it’s an ongoing project! 

“a home 
should Be 
Timeless, 
WhimsiCal 
and filled 
WiTh Things 
you love” 
Below these chairs were found on the street and 
recovered with florence broadhurst fabric in ‘aubrey’. 
opposite the yellow front door is an inviting start.



homes: moDERN Family



homes: moDERN Family
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homes: moDERN Family

clockwise from top left 
a 1930s french desk bought in 

Queensland; a yellow chair adds 
colour in the bedroom; amelie 

enjoys the murobond ‘chalkboard’ 
paint in the kitchen; this vintage 
ceramic board was a gift from 

margaret fulton; typographic art 
in the kitchen; alessandra in the 
living room; a collection of white 

accessories; the family’s “devoted” 
pug monty. opposite the black 

bentwood chairs in the kitchen  
add a touch of french bistro.



homes: moDERN Family
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homes: moDERN Family

“my favouriTe  
room in The  
house is The  
living room.  
iT faCes WesT  

and in The  
afTernoon  

The room  
fills up WiTh 

golden lighT”

kartell ‘Louis ghost’ 
chairs and replica eero 
saarinen ‘tulip’ dining 
table in the living room. 
opposite amber’s tip  
is to arrange your books 
by colour on the shelves. 



amBER’S 
STyliNG TipS
• i love using wallpaper but it is very 
expensive to decorate a whole room 
with it. instead, choose one wall as  
a feature and just wallpaper that.
• try displaying a collection of ceramics 
using just a single colour palette. 
• you don’t need to buy expensive 
flowers to decorate your home. pick 
bunches of flowers or branches of  
green leaves from your garden. 
• create a wall of memories by hanging 
a collection of photos together. use 
different sized frames randomly spaced. 
Email: amber@amberkeller.com.au.

What is your decorating style?
my home is a mix of modern and  
vintage furniture. family antiques and 
worldly boho-chic accessories are mingled 
with inexpensive things i have found  
at local markets, artwork collected on  
my travels and even my four-year-old’s 
drawings. i absolutely love using strong 
patterned prints on wallpaper throughout 
the house to create a bold statement.  
i also love to mix and match different 
styles and periods of furniture. 

i use white walls as a blank canvas adding 
colour and pattern through accessories, 
artwork and fabrics. i am currently mad 
about the colour yellow and have added 
splashes of it throughout the house. from 
lampshades to cushions, and even my front 
door. all of this can be easily changed with 
a coat of paint or replacing the covers or 
shades. an inexpensive and fun way to 
decorate your home without it being forever!

florence broadhurst wallpaper features in ‘egrets’ in the 
bathroom (left) and in ‘circles & squares’ in the master 
bedroom (opposite). Below left alessandra’s room.

mailto:amber@amberkeller.com.au
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the elegant sitting room 
features antique mirrors 
and chandeliers and is 
painted in a soft cream 
colour. white sheepskin 
rugs on white painted 
floorboards add softness 
and texture to the single 
colour palette.



This fashion stylist’s home 
reflects the pinky pastels and 
creams of her garden, while 
lush furnishings and opulent 
pieces complete the luxurious 

white-on-white look

glamorouslylivi n g





Charlotte-anne fidler, creative 
and fashion director at British 
Glamour magazine, shares her 
stunningly feminine home in 

london’s east end with her husband 
matthew and daughter anouk Tallulah. 
a passionate gardener, her large backyard 
is a lush array of floppy rose bushes, 
creamy peonies, cascades of clematis and 
a rose-covered arbour. The traditional 
english garden’s whites, creams and pinks 
have been carried through to the interior 
décor of the house which is faintly 
scandinavian in style. 

The furniture and floorboards are 
painted in pale, pastel colours, fireplaces 
have been restored and the laminate 
in the kitchen replaced with painted 
wooden floorboards. The final touches 
are bespoke french doors and original 
shutters, which allow gently diffused 
sunlight to filter through to the rooms.

ornate armoires and antique french 
mirrors – all in soft creamy shades – 
dictate the style, but it steers clear of 
‘shabby chic’. Contemporary designer 
pieces rub shoulders with re-upholstered 
antique armchairs and crystal chandeliers 
while in the main bedroom, antique 
swedish bedding, delicate floral coverlets 
and lots of plump pillows capture the 
scandi vibe beautifully. 

the kitchen’s french doors 
open out to the garden.  
right: cream shaker-style 
units and a belfast sink 
provide a modern country 
look in the kitchen. 
bottom: a stuffed chaise 
longue and mirrored 
armoire in the living room.
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homes: liViNG GlamoRouSly

The lush rose garden is reflected in the interior furnishings, from a folding screen covered Bed of roses the 
bedroom is furnished  
with cream painted 
antique furniture while 
antique swedish bedding 
and delicate floral 
coverlets dress the bed. 
storage baskets are also 
hidden under the bed.
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homes: liViNG GlamoRouSly

The lush rose garden is reflected in the interior furnishings, from a folding screen covered 
in  floral  fabric to a vintage chair in pale pink linen



homes: liViNG GlamoRouSly

feminine sTyle
CharloTTe-anne fidler’s

G ET TH E LOOK

1. ‘antique floral hunter’ boots, $199.  
2. ‘deery me’ cushion, $89. 3. ‘merci’ fabric lavender  

sachet, $19.95. 4. ‘rose’ french pillow perfume, $19.95.  
5. ‘nordic heart’ framed cross stitch, $99. 6.’flower bed’ single 

sheet set, $159.95. 7. 23.5cm candlestand, $27.95.  
8. ‘Love vanilla’ candle, $60. 9. ‘parisian opulence’ tray, $59.40. 
10. ‘arienne’ side table, $349. 11. ‘mimosa’ quilted bedspread, 

$179.95. all available on hardtofind.com.au.

1. 
2. 

3. 

4.

5.

6.

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Antique-Foral-Hunter.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Deery-Me-Cushion.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/merci-fabric-lavender-sachet.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/French-Pillow-Perfume-%252d-Rose-50ml.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Nordic-Heart.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Organic-Bedding-%252d-Flower-Bed-Single-Sheet-Set.html
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homes: liViNG GlamoRouSly

Ornate 
armoires and 

antique French 
mirrors, all 

in soft creamy 
shades, dictate 

Charlotte-
Anne’s interior 

style

feminine sTyle
CharloTTe-anne fidler’s

G ET TH E LOOK

1. ‘antique floral hunter’ boots, $199.  
2. ‘deery me’ cushion, $89. 3. ‘merci’ fabric lavender  

sachet, $19.95. 4. ‘rose’ french pillow perfume, $19.95.  
5. ‘nordic heart’ framed cross stitch, $99. 6.’flower bed’ single 

sheet set, $159.95. 7. 23.5cm candlestand, $27.95.  
8. ‘Love vanilla’ candle, $60. 9. ‘parisian opulence’ tray, $59.40. 
10. ‘arienne’ side table, $349. 11. ‘mimosa’ quilted bedspread, 

$179.95. all available on hardtofind.com.au.

7.

8.

9. 

10. 

11. 

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Madam-Stoltz-Candlestand-23.5cm.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Gascoigne-%26-King-Candles.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Parisian-Opulence-Tray.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/arienne-side-table.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Mimosa-quilted-bedspread.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Organic-Bedding-%252d-Flower-Bed-Single-Sheet-Set.html


brightstar
Hot pink, lime green and acid yellow pieces give 

this house serious colour cred. Follow the lead 

with neon Christmas decorations for extra impact
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A hot idea 
makeshift seating is a great 
solution for larger than usual 
soirées. don’t try to match it,  

just embrace its eclectic nature.
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homes: BRiGhT STaR

Built as a farm house in 1910 then 
renovated in the 1960s, this danish 
house has been stripped back to show 
off its simple lines and white, open 

spaces. Both a home and a work space for 
interior decorator marianne Thuesen, architect 
jørgen Thuesen and their family, the rooms 
are strewn with family artworks and enhanced 
by their eclectic style and vibrant use of colour. 
They’ve amped it up for Christmas with neon 
touches in homemade decorations, coloured 
paper and bright accessories, working the 
colour wheel to full effect. 

mix ‘n’ match personal artworks and photos add 
a special touch. right: the office includes an antique 

desk, ikea bookshelves and marianne’s own painting.
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homes: BRiGhT STaR



Make a garland by linking your favourite 

decorations on a string of beads; it’s a lovely  

way to display Christmas heirlooms

 vanessa's Tip 

homes: BRiGhT STaR



let light in the ceiling has been opened up and 
fitted with skylights to provide plenty of natural light. 
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Get the look 
neon stripe cushions
try the ‘nueva raya’ cowhide 

cushions, $185 each, available on 
hardtofind.com.au. eri loves these 
bright cushions which are an easy 

way to add a touch of colour.

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Nueva-Raya-cowhide-cushion.html


keep it simple the lounge room walls are dark grey 
for a simple backdrop and cosy feel. the paintings on 
the wall and above right are by family member, emma.

Colour confidence 
✱ temporary touches The nature of artworks and 
accessories is that they are interchangeable. Bright and 
bold items can be switched around or removed later,  
so don’t overthink it, just be brave and give it a go.
✱ matchy matchy Not everything has to be colour 
coordinated. If you are mixing it up, use different 
colours in bold shapes.
✱ less is more If you want to be cautious, one hit 
of hot colour in soft furnishings like cushions is all you 
need for instant ‘wow’. Use small bursts and give it lots 
of breathing space, mixed with neutrals or pastels. 

homes: BRiGhT STaR
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Coloured and  
patterned tapes are 
a hot trend. Get the 
look with ‘bright 

sides’ tape in multi 
check, $9.95  

for 4 rolls, from  
hardtofind.com.au

 vanessa's Tip 

homes: BRiGhT STaR

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/bright-sides-tape-%252d-multi-check.html


marianne thuesen is an 
interior designer who works 
part time with danish design 
firm, bungalow. she lives with 
her architect and carpenter 
husband Jørgen, daughter 
emma and son gustav. 
bungalow.dk.

hook it up
inject personality into  
practical items these  

brand new ‘deer’  
wall hooks, $19.95.

 who lives heRe?  

homes: BRiGhT STaR

❤lovesEri

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Deer-Wall-Hook.html
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little touches the bedroom and kitchen are kept 
simple with only one coloured item, such as  

the fuchsia quilt and neon perspex backsplash.

DIY Christmas ideas 
✱ colourful eats Add a playful twist to your 
Christmas cookies this year with a small layer of  
punchy colour in neon shades.
✱ it’s a wrap Pair decorative tape or stylish ribbons 
with brown paper or old book pages for affordable yet 
beautiful gift-wrapping.
✱ paper cuts Paper-cut tree decorations in solid 
shapes and bold colours will stand out best among the 
texture of the Christmas tree. They’re easy, colourful 
and the kids can join in.

homes: BRiGhT STaR



spliT peRsonaliTy
Tucked away in inner-city Sydney, a former car space  

has been transformed into a cool, calm oasis

aBove Layered hedges 
and shrubs surround  
a feature ceramic pot of 
succulents. right the 
split-level space makes  
it feel larger and separates 
the entertaining area  
from the garden.

Words Phoebe Macrossan  Photography brigid arnott



1

3
4

5

6

2

plant id  
➨ 1 Feature trees 
Ornamental pear 
➨ 2 Grassy shrub 

Lily turf  
➨ 3 Feature shrub 

Miss Muffett  
 ➨ 4 Grey foliage 

Mexican lily 
➨ 5 Ground cover 

Kidney weed 
➨ 6 Screening hedge 

Sweet viburnum 



homes: SpliT pERSoNaliTy

"Looking out 
from the house 
you see a Lush 
green waLL of 
foLiage that 
encourages  
you into the 
caLm garden"

JuLian bombardiere 
from good manors
Julian grew up surrounded 
by plants and developed  
a strong interest in 
architecture and space.  
he loves the challenge of 
bringing together a client 
brief and ‘cracking’ a 
design with his own ideas. 
“this initial part gives me 
the most satisfaction as  
it is where the most 
creativity happens.”  
goodmanors.com.au

Designer...

Using pavers surrounded by pebbles 

as steppers provides a much softer and 

more interesting walkway 

 insideR Tip 

What was the brief for  
this garden? To convert an 
unused concrete car space 
with steep access steps in  
the middle into a visually 
pleasing, lush green garden 
with room for entertaining 
and storage.  
What were the challenges?  
i needed to incorporate 
enough storage for bikes, 
bins and other equipment 
while screening the garage 
roller door and incorporating 
step access to a large 
entertaining area.  
What materials did you use 
and why? i used spotted gum 
hardwood timber, sandstone 
ballast, taupe concrete pavers  
and ‘nepean’ river pebbles as 
they are classic, ageless 
materials that are 
harmonious in colour.  
These materials add a clean 
and simple look without  
over-complicating the space.  
What did you plant and 
why? sweet viburnum 
provides dense green hedging 
to soften the boundaries. 
feature ornamental pear trees 
add autumn colour and give 
the garden scale. These were 
under-planted with lily turf 
as a lush grassy shrub. miss 
muffett was used as a layered 
plant providing more green 

Qa& 



elements, while 
mexican lilies 
provide a sculptural, 
grey foliage element. 
kidney weed was 
planted under the 
lilies and used as 
ground cover. 
any tips for small-space 
gardening?  
use few materials and keep 
them consistent to ensure 
longevity. go for simple lines 
and structures and create 
scale using well-placed trees. 
screen boundaries using 
dense hedging or timber 
screening and choose hardy 
plants for the least possible 
maintenance. prune plant 
tips regularly to encourage 
dense growth and keep the 
decking oiled to maintain  
its rich colour.   

DOWN ’N’ DIRTY 

get outside trowel and fork, $59.95; set of 3 planters, $149.95; ‘honeycomb’ gardening gloves, $29.95;  
‘roxy’ folding chair, $1414; hanging ‘hurricane’ lantern, $47.50. all available on hardtofind.com.au.

right simple modern 
materials and clean 
lines mean this very 
small space is inviting 
and uncomplicated.  

homes: SpliT pERSoNaliTy
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essentiaLs for the modern outdoor room

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/The-Thoughtful-Gardener-Hand-trowel-and-fork.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Set-of-3-Small-Porcelain-%26-Leather-Planter.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Gardening-glove-%252d-Green-honeycomb.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Roxy-Folding-Chair-in-White-Teak-and-Rattan-.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Hanging-Glass-Hurricane.html
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sydney rock oysters 
with lime & white soy 



Little Fish Bar shakes things up with Hinky Dinks cocktailsbest bar none
Recipes stephen seckold  Drinks daniel Knight & Jeremy shipley  Photography Katie Quinn davies



food: BEST BaR NoNE

Fruity cocktails and punchy 

food make Little Fish Bar a 

perfect summer spot



food: BEST BaR NoNE
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harBour views 
Little fish bar at  

flying fish restaurant 
makes the most of its 

stunning location at 
Jones bay wharf on 

sydney harbour. 
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food: BEST BaR NoNE

passionfruit  
& raspberry  

bramble



food: BEST BAR NONE

BarBecue King 
prawns  
with lime &  
mustard butter
Serves 8–10 people
•  30 medium green king   

prawns, peeled with  
tails intact

•  ¼ cup (60ml) olive oil
•  2 eschalots,  

finely chopped
•  100ml lime juice
•  250g unsalted butter, 

chopped
•  1∕3 cup (95g) seeded mustard
•  ¼ cup finely chopped parsley

Method 
1. Cut each prawn down the 
back to the tail (do not cut all 
the way through). Remove vein 
and open the prawns flat on a 
tray. Brush with oil and season 
with salt and pepper. Refrigerate 
until needed. 

2. To make the lime and 
mustard butter, place eschalots 
and lime juice in a saucepan 
over medium heat. Bring to a 
simmer then reduce heat to low. 
Add butter, one piece at a time, 
whisking constantly after each 
addition until butter is melted. 
Continue whisking until all 
butter is combined and the 
sauce is thick. Remove from the 
heat and fold in the mustard 
and parsley. Season.

3. Preheat barbecue to high. 
Barbecue the prawns for 1-2  
minutes each side, or until  
just cooked through. 

4. To serve, arrange the 
barbecued prawns on a plate  
and spoon over the lime and 
mustard butter.

spiced  
mixed nuts  
with curry leaves
Serves 8-10 people
•  200g unsalted macadamias, 

halved
•  200g unsalted cashews
•  200g unsalted peanuts
•  100ml vegetable oil
•  1 tsp ground cumin
•  1 tsp chilli powder
•  1 tsp dried garlic flakes*
•  1 tsp caster sugar
•  1 tbs sea salt flakes
•  1 small bunch (¼ cup)  

curry leaves

Method 
1. Preheat oven to 160C. Place 
nuts and 1 tbs oil in a bowl and 
toss to coat. Spread nuts in  
a single layer on an oven tray. 
Roast for 12 minutes, turning 
halfway, or until they are golden 
and fragrant.

2. Meanwhile, place cumin, 
chilli powder, garlic, sugar  
and salt into a mortar and  
pestle and pound until a fine 
powder. Set aside.

3. Heat 80ml (1∕3 cup) oil in 
a large frying pan over high 
heat. Remove curry leaves from 
stems and add to the oil. Fry 
for 30 seconds or until fragrant. 
Remove with a slotted spoon 
and drain on paper towel.  

4. When the nuts are golden 
and still hot, toss through the 
spice mix and curry leaves. 
Serve warm. 

* Garlic flakes are available 
from the spice aisle of 
supermarkets.

executive chef stephen 
seckold shares some of the 
bar food dishes on the menu 
at Little Fish Bar – ideal for 
easy entertaining!

the food...
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BeeF  
empanadas  
with chimmichurri  
dressing
Makes 28
•  1 tbs olive oil
•  150g beef mince
•  ½ onion, finely chopped
•  1 clove garlic, minced
•  ½ tsp smoked paprika 
•  2 tbs lemon juice
•  2 tbs finely chopped  

coriander
•  5 sheets frozen shortcrust 

pastry, thawed
•  vegetable oil, to deep fry
ChimmiChuRRi 
•  ¼ cup finely chopped  

flat-leaf parsley
•  ¼ cup finely chopped  

coriander
•  juice of 2 limes
•  1 clove garlic, minced
•  ¼ cup (60ml) olive oil 

sydney rocK 
oysters with  
lime & white soy
Serves 8-10 people
• 40ml lime juice
• 30ml white soy sauce
•  18 Sydney rock oysters, 

opened
• 1 x 20g jar of ocean trout roe
• 2 tbs finely chopped chives
• Crushed ice to serve

Method 
Combine the lime juice and  
soy sauce in a bowl.

Fill a bowl with crushed ice 
and arrange oysters on top.

Dress oysters with lime and 
white soy, top with a small 
spoonful of roe and a sprinkle of 
chopped chives.

Method 
1. Heat olive oil in a large 

frying pan over medium–high 
heat. Add beef, onion, and 
garlic, and cook, stirring 
occasionally, for 6–8 minutes  
or until meat is cooked and 
onions are soft. Stir in paprika, 
lemon juice and coriander, then 
season with salt and pepper.  
Set aside to cool. 

2. To make chimmichurri 
dressing, place all ingredients  
in a bowl and stir to combine. 
Season and set aside.

3. using a pastry cutter, cut 
out 28 x 8cm rounds from pastry 
(alternatively, use an upturned 
glass). Place 1 teaspoon filling in 
the centre of a round. Lightly 
brush edges with water and fold 
in half, pressing edges to seal. 
Place on a tray and repeat with 
remaining rounds and filling. 
Refrigerate for 10 minutes, or 
until dough is firm.   

4. To cook the empanadas,  
fill a wok or large saucepan  
two-thirds full with vegetable oil 
and place over high heat. Heat 
oil to 180C (or until a piece of 
bread will turn golden in 30 
seconds). Working in batches, 
deep-fry empanadas, turning, 
for 1-2 minutes or until pastry  
is golden. Drain on paper towel 
and keep warm. 

5. Serve warm with 
chimmichurri dressing.

Zesty flavours and Aussie seafood  
    go hand in hand with a cool cocktail



food: BEST BAR NONE

Cocktails by Hinky Dinks 
on behalf of Little Fish Bar  
at Flying Fish.

LaDy  
ELDErFLowEr  
(is a virgin!) 
You need
•  20ml elderflower  

syrup/cordial
• 45ml cranberry juice
• 30ml pineapple juice

Garnish Lime wedges
Glass Large lowball glass
Method Place all ingredients  
in a cocktail shaker.

Shake vigorously and strain 
into glass filled with crushed ice.

Garnish with a squeeze 
of lime juice and place the 
wedge on the side of the glass. 
Alternatively, use a citrus zester 
to make a swirl of lime zest.

PaSSIoNFrUIT 
& raSPBErry 
BraMBLE
You need
•  45ml 42 Below passionfruit 

vodka
• 15ml Chambord
•  30ml fresh lemon juice  

(hand-squeezed)
• 20ml sugar syrup*
• 2-3 drops peach bitters 

Garnish 3 raspberries
Glass Large lowball glass
Method Pour vodka, lemon  
juice and sugar syrup into  
glass and stir. 

Fill glass with crushed ice. 
Slowly drizzle Chambord and 
bitters over ice. Garnish with 
raspberries on a short skewer.

MarIaCHI MaI TaI
You need
• 15ml Cazadores tequila
•  30ml Bacardi OakHeart  

spiced rum
•  15ml De Kuyper triple sec  

or Cointreau
• 15ml Monin almond syrup*
• 10ml sugar syrup*
•  30ml fresh lime juice  

(hand-squeezed)
• 30ml pineapple juice

Garnish Fresh mint leaves  
and a lime wedge
Glass Tall or highball glass
Method Place all ingredients  
in a cocktail shaker with ice. 

Shake vigorously and strain 
into glass filled with crushed ice.

Garnish with fresh mint leaves 
and a lime wedge.

NoTES ➨ Monin almond syrup is from specialty food shops.  
➨ To make crushed ice either smash ice wrapped in a tea towel or place in a blender and blitz.  
➨ To make sugar syrup, combine 1 cup caster sugar and 1 cup boiling water, then stir until sugar  
is dissolved. Sugar syrup will keep, refrigerated, for up to one week. 

the drinks...
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  COUNTRY STYLE 
escape to this Lakeside retreat for an induLgent

weekend with the best LocaL food, wine and company

Words trudi Jenkins Recipe alla wolf-tasker  Photography Mark roper



muted colours inspired by 
the surrounding landscape 

and a mix of textures and 
fabrics give the retreat 

its inviting country-house 
look and a sense of place.



USING LOCAL 
AND SEASONAL 

PRODUCE IS 
THE MANTRA 

AT LAKE HOUSE



daylesford’s lake house in 
country victoria has long 
been a favourite weekend 
getaway for me. it reminds me 

of childhood holidays in europe, with its 
pristine lakeside setting, scented gardens 
and ‘restaurant with rooms’ approach 
to hospitality. run by renowned chef 
alla Wolf-Tasker and her daughter 
larissa, with artist husband/father 
allan never far away, the hotel has the 
relaxed, restorative atmosphere that only 
transpires when your hosts are as hard-
working and dedicated as this family is. 
it’s a bit like watching the ducks on the 
water outside – serene on the surface 
with non-stop activity below. alla and 
larissa are consummate hosts, knowing 
only too well that a couple of days here 
is an indulgent break for their often 
frazzled guests (many of whom work in 
hospitality and recognise a professionally 
run joint when they see it!). our pictures 
show The retreat, the latest addition to 
the accommodation available at lake 
house, and the ultimate escape for 
those lucky enough to visit this lovely 
property. lakehouse.com.au.

much of the retreat’s 
furniture, including this 
dining table and chairs, 

came from coco republic, 
cocorepublic.com.au

opposite the kitchen 
garden yields fresh 

produce but most of the 
restaurant’s supplies are 

sourced from local farms.



Bathing bliss 
a garden shed adjoining 
the retreat has been 
transformed into a  
private spa hut.  
opposite an ornate 
chandelier gives the 
bathroom an opulent feel.



A DRUM STOOL BRINGS A DECORATIVE 
TOUCH TO A BATHROOM

 vanessa's Tip 



textured wallpaper and 
rich colours add a sense 
of luxury to the bedrooms. 
the bedhead is covered 
in mulberry fabric. find 
similar cushions here

PENDANT LIGHTS 
ADD INDULGENCE 
TO A BEDROOM

 vanessa's Tip 

getaway: CouNTRy STylE

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/vendors/tendance-khmere-australia


 easy bRunch Recipe! 

Alla’s fancy French toast  
preheat oven to 160c. dip thick slices of brioche 
in a mix of 150ml milk and one egg. in a hot pan, 
melt some butter with a splash of oil. cook the 
brioche slices until nicely coloured on both sides. 
transfer to a baking sheet and top with goat’s 
cheese or curd. heat in oven for 2-3 minutes, 
then top with herb salad, quince paste and  
a drizzle of olive oil. watch a video of alla  
wolf-tasker making this dish here

getaway: CouNTRy STylE

❤❤loves
Trudi

» play      
   video

 http://youtu.be/FjV8h-LEeZM


Paris

artists & artisans...
French Touche
this is where i go to find the latest 
creations from french artists and 
artisans, including clothing, 
homewares, stationery, and 
jewellery. tucked away in the 17th 
arrondissement which is well off 
the tourist trails, this fabulous 
boutique is full of affordable 
treasures. there is also a great 
online shop, and they ship around 
the world. 1 rue Jacquemont, 
17th arrondissement. metro:  
la fourche. frenchtouche.com.



Paris
The stylist, photographer and author shares her secret haunts in the city of light

Pia’s
by Pia Jane Bijkerk



travel: pia’S paRiS

designer den...
The Collection
this is an awesome space. there are 
handmade wallpapers, light features, 
children’s toys and kitchenware, all 
beautifully crafted and designed in 
europe. owner allison grant has  
a fabulous eye, making the boutique 
an always inspiring place to peruse.  
33 rue de poitou, 3rd 
arrondissement. metro: saint-
sébastien-froissart. thecollection.fr



travel: pia’S paRiS
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dessert plate...

restaurant rue...

L’Atmosphere
right across the road from 
canal saint martin in the 10th 
arrondissement is one of my 
favourite cafes. i especially love 
the café gourmand dessert plate 
for just 8 euros – it’s a delightful 
selection of little homemade 
sweets including a crème brûlée 
and a petit fondant, served with 
a coffee (or tea for us tea lovers). 
49 rue lucien sampaix, 10th 
arrondissement. latmosphere.fr.
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Rue du Pot-de-Fer
5th arrondissement 

This is one of the most 
picturesque restaurant 
avenues of Paris that is 
always bustling with  
locals. It’s where we  
meet friends for a casual 
meal of pot au feu, or to 
enjoy an aperol at one  
of the bars, looking  
at this quintessential 
Parisian view.



travel: pia’S paRiS

Café Louis Philippe
straight out of the early 19th century, this ‘resto-bar’ is one of our favourite lunch 
spots when in the 4th arrondissement. it serves traditional french dishes like oeuf durs 
mayonnaise (eggs with mayonnaise), endives au bleu et aux noix (endives, blue cheese 
and walnut salad) and boeuf bourguignon, all at reasonable prices. it’s busy but mostly 
with locals. in summer, we love to sit outside in the courtyard, then after lunch we 
meander across the road to the seine and soak in the atmosphere. 66, quai de l’hôtel de 
ville, 4th arrondissement. metro: pont marie. cafelouisphilippe.com.

For lunch...
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For comics...
Philippe le Libraire
Just around the corner from 
L’atmosphere is our go-to place  
for the latest french comics, many 
of which are limited edition and 
hand printed works of art. in 
france, comics are very popular, 
and this tiny shop is filled with  
the best collection. i always find  
a magical story or two here, and 
i’ve found reading french comics  
is a great way to learn the 
language. 32 rue des Vinaigriers, 
10th arrondissement. Metro: 
Jacques Bonsergent. 
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ancient boutique...
Ultramod
this treasure chest of new and old 
ribbons, silks, felt and buttons is 
the most amazing ancient boutique 
(it’s been selling haberdashery since 
1890!). i would never have found 
this place if i wasn’t told about it 
by monsieur Legeron (whose fabric 
flower-making atelier is just around 
the corner). what can i say, i just 
adore this place. address: 2-3 rue 
de choiseul, 2nd arrondissement. 
metro: Quatre septembre.
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perfect seat...
Square Gabriel Pierné
named after the early 20th century 
composer gabriel pierné, this 
pocket-sized park is truly one of  
the sweetest little corners of paris. 
the benches are in the shape 
of open books and are nestled 
under the shade of stunning 
cherry blossoms whose petals float 
around your feet in spring. corner 
of rue mazarine and rue de seine, 
saint-germain-des-prés quarter, 
6th arrondissement.

pia’s Book, paris: Made by hand (the little Bookroom, $24.95) is availaBle heRe

http://www.littlebookroom.com/collections/france/products/paris-made-by-hand


travel: in the hood

I love Sydney’s Surry Hills. 
Love it in a never-want-
to-leave way. I’ve lived in 
some pretty cool places 

on both sides of the world, but 
I’ve never felt connected to a 
neighbourhood in the way I do 
with the inner-urban scramble 
of postcode 2010. I was puffed-
up with pride just recently when 
an American style magazine 
placed Surry Hills at number 
23 on its list of the ‘50 Most 
Stylish Neighbourhoods in the 
World’. Not only were ‘the hills’ 
the only Australian suburb 
included, they were ahead of 
some tough competition, like 
London’s uber-hip Dalston. 

Let’s be honest, Surry Hills is 
no beauty. She has some green 
bits, some grand old bits and 
plenty of crazily expensive bits, 
but somehow she’s far lovelier 
than the sum of her parts. Even 
I, with the rose-tinted view 
of the smitten, can’t pretend 
Cleveland St is anything other 

NEALE 
WHItAkEr

BEllE  magazine’s editor-in-CHieF 
and judge on thE Block takes us 
on a tour oF His loCal area

My Surry Hills

I fit. Or maybe Surry Hills fits me” 
“For once in my life I feel like a local.
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than shabby, or the south end 
of Crown St anything more 
than scruffy. But what Surry 
Hills lacks in beauty, she 
makes up for with spirit, quirk 
and simple cool. And not an 
arrogant, posturing cool, either. 
More like an easy, comfortable-
in-its-skin kind of attitude. 

For me, Surry Hills really 
is one of the world’s great 
urban villages, like Portobello 
or St Germain. When Dasher, 
the famous ‘Crown Street 
dog’ passed away recently, 
I felt overwhelmingly sad. 
And obviously so did the 
many other locals who turned 
his beloved little square of 
pavement into a shrine for 
several weeks. that’s what 
Surry Hills does to you. Yes 
the coffee’s great, the bars are 
glam and the food’s the best in 
town. If you want to be really 
superficial you could add that 
the heels are higher and the 
haircuts slicker. We locals know 
all that, but what we love best 
is our suburb’s heart. Because 
quite frankly, it has room in  
it for everyone.

But WHAt  
SurrY HILLS 
LACkS IN  
BEAutY, SHE 
MAkES uP For 
WItH SPIrIt, 
quIrk AND  
SIMPLE CooL.
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The Book Kitchen 
255 devonshire st
still the best place in surry hills for 
a bacon and egg roll, and thus a 
breakfast meeting. great people-
watching on the street, but browsing 
the new and pre-loved cookbooks 
inside is also a treat.
thebookkitchen.com.au

Bourke Street Bakery
633 Bourke st
the all-day queues and rapid-fire 
delivery of coffees, breads and 
pastries at this original bsb are the 
stuff of legend. come armed with 
patience, and leave indecision and 
claustrophobia at home. 
bourkestreetbakery.com.au

The Standard Store 
503 crown st
pricey but desirable european indie 
clothing and accessory brands 
for customers who still prefer old-
fashioned touch-and-feel shopping 
to either mr or mrs porter. the british 
trickers shoes are my favourite.
thestandardstore.com.au

Title 
499–501 crown st 
incredible selection of hard-to-find 
books, dvds, cds and even some 
original vinyl. the fact that title has 
expanded to a double shopfront is 
a source of joy. it’s reassuring that 
people still love these things. 
titlespace.com

My perfect Surry Hills day might  
include a visit to all of these…

“The queues at the original Bourke 
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Gnome Espresso & 
Winebar 
536 crown st 
the opposite side of the street gets 
all the action and accolades, but 
discerning types (ie. me) opt for this 
shady, quiet achiever which is now 
open for alfresco dinner too. 
gnomeespresso.com

Twig Cafe at Garden Life 
357 cleveland st
service can be erratic but it’s friendly 
and charming. my dogs love to sit in 
the courtyard amidst the pots, plants 
and water features. it’s also licensed. 
twigcafe.com.au

Chee Soon & Fitzgerald 
387 crown st
can’t imagine crown st without this 
founding father. csf was selling its 
eccentric, creative and well-edited 
homewares long before we thought 
of using the word ‘curated’. plus they 
have the best windows on the strip.
cheesoonfitzgerald.com 

Mrs Red and Sons 
427 crown st 
can’t imagine crown st without this 
beautiful red door either. i just hope 
people want to keep buying the little 
treats and tchotchkes behind it. 
mrsred.com

Gelato Messina 
389 crown st
i’m not a big gelato man, but i know 
that everyone else in the world adores 
messina. i love the kooky mural and 
my partner david is drawn to this 
place like a magnet. a fridge magnet. 
gelatomessina.com

Street Bakery are the stuff of legend”
“The queues at the original Bourke 
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“It’s not a weekend without at least 
one lunch en famille at Spice I Am”

travel: in the hood

Spice I Am 
90 WentWorth Ave
It’s not a weekend without at least 
one lunch en famille (David and dogs) 
at Spice I Am. A bottle of wine and 
a pavement table can make instant 
nirvana of Wentworth Ave and the 
food’s ambrosial. I crave these flavours 
when I’m overseas and it’s the closest 
to Bangkok you’ll get in Sydney. 
spiceiam.com

Mondo Luce 
439 CroWn St
One of the best-edited selections of 
lamps and lighting in Sydney, if not 
Australia. Like CSF, Mondo Luce is one 
of the elder statesmen of Surry Hills.
mondoluce.com 

Toko 
490 CroWn St
It’s definitely the Crown St strip’s show 
pony, but to be honest it’s the best 
place to spot the people I admire 
most, like Mel B. Toko is expensive but 
the food is sublime and it’s long been 
my lunch venue of choice. 
toko.com.au

Missy K 
57A Fitzroy St
Missy K, Non La and Cochin are a trio 
of great Asian restaurants on this busy 
strip where Fitzroy St meets Bourke St. 
Missy K’s dumpling and tea house is 
the cool new kid on the block, and 
deservedly popular. 
missyk.com.au

Surry HillS really iS one of tHe 
worlD’S great urban villageS, 
like Portobello or St germain.



hardtof ind.com.au  2

travel: iN ThE hooD

hardtof ind.com.au  107

Komachi 
426 cleveland st
owner yasuko brings integrity and 
gracious service to this simple little 
dining room opposite the surry hills 
shopping village. there are showier 
Japanese eateries on offer, but this is 
the one we return to again and again. 
komachi.com.au

Paper2 
477 crown st
it’s almost unfashionable to love paper 
so much these days, but paper2 is the 
Ladurée of paper, a temple of cards, 
gift wrap and paper ephemera.  
i caught actress carey mulligan 
‘oohing’ and ‘ahhing’ in here while  
she was filming the great gatsby.
paper2.com.au

MCM House 
3/276 devonshire st
everyone in the sydney interiors 
world knows chuck and bob, who 
moved their eclectic but glamorous 
furniture warehouse from the north 
shore, first to waterloo and now to  
its new home on devonshire st. think 
custom-designed and oversized 
everything, from mirrors to dining 
tables and lounges.  
mcmhouse.com

Porteño 
358 cleveland st
the last word on surry hills style. 
the award-winning team at porteño 
brought their quiffed, tattooed 
and deliciously retro take on the 
argentinian barbecue to a forgotten 
stretch of cleveland st and made it 
the go-to address in town. 
porteno.com.au
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deCk The

halls
Making your own Christmas decorations is  

a fun way to personalise gifts and add a special 
touch to the tree and table 

Styling vanessa colyer tay  Photography nigel lough

 handMade hoMe 
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You need
➨  Small red and gold star stickers  

(available from newsagents)
➨  Clean and dry glass bottles  

(we used juice bottles)
➨  White candles slim enough to fit your 

bottles, or slightly thicker ones that  
you can trim down to fit

➨  A blade to trim your candles

Method 
1 Randomly place star stickers all  
over the glass bottles. 
2 Check that your candles fit in the bottle 
openings securely. if not, gently shave the 
bottom of the candles with a blade until  
they fit snugly inside without wobbling.
3 Light your candles for a gorgeous table 
centrepiece.

Christmas decorative  
baubles by Anne  

Black, from $18; Anne 
Black 'small seam'  

flower pot, $55.

sticker candle holders

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Christmas-decorative-baubles-by-Anne-Black.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Small-Seam-Flowerpot.html


You need:
➨  2 strips of balsa wood 

or thick cardboard. 
(We used 915mm x 
75mm x 1mm pieces)

➨  A cutting mat
➨  A pencil
➨  A scalpel or Stanley 

knife

ideas: DECK ThE hallS

Method
1 Lay the balsa wood on 
the cutting mat or work 
surface. using our tree 
template (opposite), 
draw two outlines onto 
the balsa wood. 
2 using the scalpel, cut 
out your tree pieces. 
(You will need two 
pieces per decoration.)
3 Cut a slit vertically 
through the centre of 
one tree from the top to 
the middle. Repeat on 
the second tree from the 
bottom to the middle. 
4 Slot the second tree 
over the first tree to 
create an upright 
decoration.
5 Repeat the process 
with different sized trees.

Hare lantern, $19.95.

tabletop trees

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Hare-lantern-.html
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paint or decorate the trees any way you Like

Tip Balsa wood is 
available from art 

supply shops



You need
➨  20cm embroidery hoop
➨  Red or orange paint and  

a paint brush (optional) 
➨  10m of thick red cord 
➨  1 long piece of fabric  

to create a bow
➨  A needle and cotton thread.

Method
1 Separate the two circles of  
the embroidery hoop. if using 
paint, paint the outer circle  
and set aside to dry.
2 Wind cord tightly around inner 
circle of embroidery hoop until it 
is entirely covered. Secure with  
a knot. Once the outer circle is 
dry, slot it over the inner circle 
and tighten.
3 To form a bow, wrap the fabric 
length around your palm  
a few times until, when you 
remove it, it forms a solid 
rectangle. Cut off any remaining 
length. using needle and 
thread, secure in the centre  
with a small stitch. 
4 Wrap a short piece of  
fabric around centre of the 
rectangle to form a bow.  
Secure with a small stitch. 
6 Cut two long pieces from 
leftover fabric to form the bottom 
ribbons, cutting indents in the 
base of each. Secure to the back 
of the bow with a small stitch.
7 Sew completed bow onto 
bottom of the hoop, stitching 
through the back of the bow 
and around the hoop. 

ideas: DECK ThE hallS

embroidery hoop wreath

Tip Embroidery hoops 
are available from 

Spotlight and Lincraft
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You need 
➨  100mm x 100mm square 

pieces of cardboard or  
balsa wood

➨ A pencil
➨  Something fine, sharp and 

pointy to pierce holes in  
the cardboard or wood

➨  Thick red or white thread, 
cord or ribbon

➨ Double-sided tape or glue

Method 
1 Mark the points of a star on 
your cardboard with pencil,  
then pierce large holes  
through each point. 
2 Thread cord through holes  
to form your star (pay no 
attention to what shape is 
forming on the back).
3 Cut cord and secure to the 
back of the cardboard with tape. 
4 Place another square piece of 
cardboard over the back and 
adhere with double-sided tape 
or glue. 
5 Pierce one large hole at the 
top for the tag loop. Thread 
through one long piece of  
cord and tie in a knot.

'Silver Merry Christmas' and 
'Christmas decorations' cards, 
$7 each; Deer wall hook, $19.95.

string art tags

Tip use different 
cardboard 
shapes to mix 
things up

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/greeting-card-%252d-silver-merry-christmas.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/greeting-card-%252d-christmas-decorations.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Deer-Wall-Hook.html


You need 
➨  White baking  

or tissue paper 
➨  Small cardboard tubes 
➨ Ribbon or cord
➨  Chocolates or sweets to  

fill up bon bons
➨ Scissors 
➨ Double-sided tape or glue  

Method 
1 Cut a rectangle out of your paper, 
approximately 18cm longer than your 
tube and wide enough to wrap 

around tube at least 5 times.
2 Place tube in the centre along one 
edge of paper rectangle. Roll up tube 
in paper then secure with tape. 
3 Tie a piece of ribbon around  
one end of tube, then fill up bon  
bon with chocolate. Tie ribbon 
around other end to secure.
4 Shred ends of paper on each  
side with scissors, then fluff out  
with your hands.
5 Attach a tag or decoration  
to each bon bon with double-sided 
tape or glue. Or, finish with a stamp.

Dove melamine 
plates, $16.95 each; 
Anne Black 'small 
seam' flower pot, $55.

ideas: DECK ThE hallS

baking paper bon bon

Tip empty baking paper or foiL roLLs 
work weLL as cardboard tubes

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/melamine-plate-%252d-dove.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Small-Seam-Flowerpot.html
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You need
➨  Small deco foam balls 

(available from Lincraft)
➨  Long lengths of  

various ribbons and 
decorative trims.

➨ Flat-head pins

Method 
1 Secure one end of 
ribbon to foam ball 
using a flat-head pin.
2 Continuously wrap 
ribbon around ball, 
occasionally securing 
with pins until entire  
ball is covered. 
3 Secure with another 
pin leaving enough 
length to create  
a hanging loop.

Christmas decorative  
baubles by Anne Black, 
from $18.

ideas: DECK ThE hallS

wrapped  
baubles

Tip to make a garLand, 
connect aLL baubLes 
together with one 
Long piece of ribbon

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Christmas-decorative-baubles-by-Anne-Black.html
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Gift-giving is deliciously easy with Lyndey Milan’s  
                        brown-sugar shortbread and chilli chocolate truffles 

GIFT
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Photography steve brown  
Styling david Morgan  



Brown Sugar 
ShortBread 
StarS
Makes 40
Preparation 20 mins  
(plus 1hr chilling time).
Cooking 10 mins
•  250g butter, softened
•  ¼ cup (50g) firmly packed 

brown sugar
•  1∕3 cup (75g) caster sugar
•  ½ teaspoon vanilla  

bean paste
•  2 cups (330g) plain flour
•  ¼ cup (40g) rice flour
•  1–2 tbs demerara sugar

Method 
1 Using an electric mixer, beat 
butter, brown sugar, caster sugar 
and vanilla until light and fluffy. 
Add the flours and beat on low 
speed until just combined. 
2 Divide the dough into 2 equal 
portions and gently knead each 
until smooth. Form each portion 
into a 10cm-diameter log (or 
one slightly larger than your 
cutter). Wrap tightly in plastic 
wrap and roll gently into  
a cylinder. Refrigerate for  
1 hour or until firm. 
3 Preheat the oven to 170C 
(150C fan-forced). Line two 
baking trays with baking paper. 
4 Cut logs widthwise into 5mm 
slices, then cut slices into star 
shapes using a star cutter. Place 
on prepared baking trays. 
Sprinkle with demerara sugar. 
5 Bake for 10–15 minutes or 
until just firm. Transfer to a  
wire rack to cool. Will keep, 
refrigerated for 2 weeks. 

ideas: gift rapt

Chilli 
ChoColate 
truffleS
Makes 24 truffles
Preparation 5 mins
Cooking time 5 – 10 mins
•  1 cup (250ml) pouring cream
•  300g good quality dark chilli 

chocolate (such as Lindt 
Excellence Chilli), chopped  
or grated 

•  2 tbs Kahlua, Tia Maria or 
freshly made espresso 

•  1–3 tbs cinnamon sugar  
or cocoa

Method 
1 Place cream in a saucepan 
over medium heat and bring to 
the boil. Reduce heat to low and 
simmer until thick, bubbly and 
reduced by half. Remove from 
heat and add chocolate and 

LynDEy’S TiP  
you could add ¼ teaspoon 
chilli powder to the recipe  
for extra heat

liqueur. Stir until the chocolate 
has melted.
2 Cool chocolate mix in the 
refrigerator, stirring occasionally, 
until thick enough to pipe or 
roll. Place into a piping bag with 
a star nozzle and pipe into tiny 
patty cases. Sprinkle with 1 tbs 
cinnamon sugar or cocoa.
3 Alternatively, spread cinnamon 
sugar on a plate, drop 
teaspoonfuls of chocolate 
mixture on top. Toss to coat 
then quickly roll into balls 
between your palms. Refrigerate 
until needed. 

✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶
For more ideas, watch ‘Lyndey’s Cracking Christmas’, premiering 
Monday, December 10 at 8.30pm on the LifeStyle FOOD channel.
✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶

play video

play video
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Colour your world 
Stylist extraordinaire Victoria Alexander explains   why we all need colour in our lives



Colour your world 
Stylist extraordinaire Victoria Alexander explains   why we all need colour in our lives



ideas: ColouR youR WoRlD

About the author
victoria alexander has worked as  
a fashion editor for Vogue and 
cosmopolitan, and as a freelance 
stylist and art director for stills and 
tv commercials. she established  
a production company called the 
film business, sydney’s first small 
boutique hotel, the russell, and 
the bathers pavilion restaurant 
and cafe in balmoral. these days 
she loves travelling, writing and 
“picture-hunting” with her camera. 
colour is her third book. 

ability to give instantaneous, uncomplicated pleasure”
“I’m drawn to what’s beautiful in the world, and colour has the

i’m drawn to what’s beautiful in the 
world and colour has the ability to give 
instantaneous, uncomplicated pleasure. 
Colour is an expansion from my last 

book, One, which is about finding yourself 
and loving what you find – life’s as bright 
and simple or as dull and difficult as you 
make it. it’s layered, deconstructed, and 
about showing your true colours and using 
something that constantly surrounds us in 
endless combinations, shades and tones,  
as a source of joy.  

Colour is evocative and much more than 
just an expression of personal taste. it has  
a direct, positive or negative, effect on our 
mood. your mood affects your emotions, 
which in turn affects your decisions. 
although you may be unaware of where  
a good or bad, happy or sad mood comes 



ideas: ColouR youR WoRlD

ability to give instantaneous, uncomplicated pleasure”
“I’m drawn to what’s beautiful in the world, and colour has the
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from, they are the subconscious state by 
which you view your world. The mood you 
are in also influences the way your brain 
perceives, stores and recalls information. 

apart from encouraging you to see  
colour with new eyes, Colour speaks to the 
similarities of the human spirit in all of us.  
it celebrates travel, something that is fatal to 
prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness. 
i have fallen in love with indigenous 
cultures and travel to photograph people, 
almost anywhere. There are images from 
ten countries and lessons to be learned  
from their distinctive use of colour.

learning to use colour in an individual 
way is relatively simple: try something, then 
do more of what works and build on that, 
which leads to something else. The trick is 
doing the something else.



About the book
colour ($39.99, murdoch books) 
explores the historical, cultural and 
emotional meanings of colour. 
purchase a copy of this gorgeous 
book with silk cover here

ideas: ColouR youR WoRlD

http://www.booktopia.com.au/colour-victoria-alexander/prod9781743361887.html
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1.
my TWo 
gorgeous 
Children

3. pink peonies.   
one of my all- 
time favourites.

4.  
my early 
morning 
sWim and 
Coffee 6. French Savon de Marseille soap, $/5. 

2. Continually being inspired  
by the amazing women attending 
my creativity workshops at  
my farm in Bangalow (right).

5.
light blue and 
green pantone 

flower pots, from 
$11.95 each. 

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Light-Blue-Pantone-Pot.html
http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Green-Pantone-Pot.html
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(right now...)

8. ‘Flowers in the field’ 
pillowcase from the Shannon 
Fricke bed linen range.

7. hilary herrmann’s 
whimsical oil paintings. 

Circus Tricks II (right)  
is a collaboration  
of hers with artist 
michelle dawson.

6. French Savon de Marseille soap, $/5. 

9.  vinTage 
Wallpapers

10. Essential 
oil candles.   
I have at least 
one burning 
all the time!

http://www.hardtofind.com.au/products/Fabrique-A-L%27ancienne-Soap.html
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