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  Follow us:   

Illinois School Funding Reform Commission (ISFRC)

On July 12, 2016, Governor Bruce Rauner created the Illinois School Funding Reform Commission to make recommendations to the General
Assembly to revise the current school funding formula by February 1, 2017.

The Commission is comprised of 25 members designated by the Governor and the legislative leaders.  James Meeks, Chairman of the Illinois
State Board of Education (ISBE), will facilitate the Commission’s work with the support of his staff. 

Meeting Notice

Date Description

September 7, 2016

Illinois School Funding Reform Commission (ISFRC)
Noon  3 p.m.
Illinois State Board of Education

Chicago:
James R. Thompson Center
Video Conference Room, Suite 14300
100 W. Randolph Street

Springfield:
Alzina Building
Video Conference Room, 3rd Floor
100 N. First Street

Join via webinar 

Agenda

 ISFRC Meeting Archive

September 7, 2016

August 16, 2016

August 3, 2016

Questions? For more information please contact ISBE Office of Governmental Affairs at 217/7826510.

Agenda  Coming Soon

Agenda

August 16, 2016 Audio and Webinar  (2:26:00)

Presentations

Richard Laine, National Governors Association

Michelle Turner Mangan, Ph.D., Concordia University of Chicago

Minutes  Coming Soon

Agenda

August 3, 2016 Audio and Webinar  (2:39:47)

Presentations

Beth Purvis, Committee Chair

Michael Griffith, Education Commission of the States

Tony Smith, State Superintendent and Robert Wolfe, CFO, Illinois State Board of Education

http://www.illinois.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Illinois-State-Board-of-Education/136022251779
https://twitter.com/#!/ISBEnews
http://www.isbe.net/ISFRC/pdf/isfrc-members.pdf
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3408086200543706882
http://www.isbe.net/ISFRC/schedule/ISFRC-agenda-160907.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/ISFRC/schedule/ISFRC-agenda-160816.pdf
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/1301547266114599684
http://www.isbe.net/ISFRC/schedule/materials/160816-new-minimum-pres-laine.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/ISFRC/schedule/materials/160816-IL-school-finance-pres-mangan.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/ISFRC/schedule/ISFRC-agenda-160803.pdf
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/1523936686641502465
http://www.isbe.net/ISFRC/schedule/materials/160803-ISFRC-pres-purvis.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/ISFRC/schedule/materials/160803-IL-school-funding-pres-griffith.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/ISFRC/schedule/materials/160803-ISFRC-pres-isbe.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/ISFRC/default.htm


James Meeks, Illinois State Board of Education Chairperson, will act as Commission convener 
and facilitate the Commission’s work through the support of his staff. 

Illinois School Funding Reform Commission 

Appointment Roster as of July 26, 2016 

 
Jason Barickman  
 Senator, 53rd District 
 
Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant 

Senator, 49th District 
 
Daniel Biss 

Senator, 9th District 
 
Avery Bourne 

Representative, 95th District 
 
Barbara Flynn Currie 

Representative, 25th District 
 
Fred Crespo 

Representative, 44th District 
 

William Davis 
Representative, 30th District 
 

James Dimas  
Secretary, Department of Human Services  

 
Jennifer Hammer 
 Deputy Chief of Staff for Policy 
 
Sheri Jesiel 

Representative, 61st District 
 
Dwight Kay  

Representative, 112th District 
 
Kimberly Lightford 

Senator, 4th District 
 
Dave Luechtefeld  
 Senator, 58th District 

 
Andy Manar  

Senator, 48th District 
 
Iris Martinez 

Senator, 20th District 
 
Rita Mayfield 

Representative, 60th District 
 

Dan McConchie 
 Senator, 26th District 

 
Karen McConnaughay 
 Senator, 33rd District 
 
Emily McAsey 

Representative, 85th District 
 

Bob Pritchard 
Representative, 70th District 

 
Beth Purvis, Commission Chairperson 

Secretary of Education 
 

Sue Rezin 
 Senator, 38th District 
 
Evelyn Sanguinetti  
 Lieutenant Governor 
 
Jodi Scott  

Regional Superintendent of Schools for 
Henderson, Knox, Mercer and Warren 
Counties 
 

Christine Winger 
Representative, 45th District 

 
 





















































































































































































































2016 - 2017 

Distributed by the Illinois Association of School Administrators 
Prepared by Diane Hendren, IASA Chief of Staff/ Director of Governmental Relations 

IASA Governmental Relations & Advocacy Committee  
Chair: Dr. Kevin O’Mara, 
Associate Chairs: Dr. Scott Doerr 
     Dr. Sheila Harrison-Williams 
     Cliff McClure 

And last but not least, keep in mind that if you care 
about the future of public education, you must care 
about legislation. 

This timetable is a guide for superintendents and school administrators.  It is not intended to be all 
inclusive.  Although responsibilities and procedures vary among districts, this timetable highlights 
the major tasks performed. 

Being an effective advocate for education issues is one of the most important 

jobs anyone involved with education, from administrators to parents can do. 

Late Summer to Fall 

July, August, September, October 

New Superintendents should schedule an appointment to meet with legislators 
in your new district.  Make sure you get to know them – not just casually, but 
with some real interaction.  

All Superintendents should make a special effort to schedule a meeting with 
your local legislators in their district offices. 

 Discuss issues particular to your school district. 

 Provide them with a one-page explanation on issues specific to your 

district.  

Learn particulars about your legislators: 

 What political party/ What committees they serve on in the General 

Assembly  

 What issues they represent, etc. 

 Find out the preferred method of communicating with your legislator.  

Think about scheduling regular meetings with your legislators (possibly every 
four months starting now).  

Invite your legislators to attend a region meeting to discuss and explain your 
budget and other legislative issues.  

Take the time and effort to build a solid working relationship with your 
legislators.  

Your goal – to develop a relationship that has your legislators picking up the 
phone to contact you in regards to legislative issues affecting your school 
district to get your opinion before they take a vote on these issues.  

These are generally the months when legislators are holding fundraisers in 
their districts.  Do something for your legislators, instead of always asking for 
something.  For example, if you are fortunate enough to have legislators who 
demonstrate a strong commitment to education, do what you can to help them 
stay in office by attending their fundraisers to show support.  They will 
remember you.  

Superintendents are encouraged to become members of IPAC and APAC. Go 
to the IASA website and click on IPAC.  

Attend your region meetings to discuss legislative issues with your 
legislative chairs that you would like for them to bring forward in the 
IASA Governmental Relations & Advocacy Committee meeting.  

September 14, 2016– IASA Governmental Relations & Advocacy 
Committee meets to formulate the IASA Legislative Agenda and 
discuss upcoming veto session.  

September  

This is a good time for your region to hold a legislative breakfast. 

November 8 - General Election  

November 15-17 and November 29 - December 1 - Veto Session 

Drop a note to your legislators around the Holidays!  

October/ November/ December 

The General Assembly is in minimal session days during the start 
of the Spring Session  

Invite your legislators to take a tour of your school district. 

Be knowledgeable of the General Assembly members who serve 
on the House Elementary & Secondary Education Committee, 
House Appropriations-Elementary & Secondary Education 
Committee, Senate Education Committee and Senate 
Appropriations II Committee.  You can access this information at 
www.ilga.gov.  

January 

February 22, 2017 – IASA Governmental Relations and Advocacy 
Committee meets to review legislation introduced for the Spring 
Session and discuss legislative issues.  

February  21-22, 2017 Alliance Leadership Summit 

Attend IASA/IASBO Legislative Workshop “Communicating and 
Lobbying with Legislators” to be held in Springfield, date TBD.  

February/ March/ April 

The Budget process doesn’t usually get under way until the last 
month of session which is generally May.  Become familiar with 
what is going on with the budget and make sure that your finance 
people are available to discuss your budget issues with your 
legislators or their staff.  So much of what affects local districts 
occurs during budgeting.  

May 

Send a thank you note to your legislators after session is over for 

representing the district, its students, staff and parents. 

June 

Late Winter to Spring 

February, March, April and May 

The General Assembly is in full session.  

Stay informed about what is going on in the Capitol through the Press, IASA 
blasts, the Alliance Legislative Reports, Capitol Watch and the State School 
News Service. You can also follow the IASA Twitter @IllinoisASA.  

Make sure to alert your legislators in writing or by phone about the issues that 
concern you and keep communicating those concerns during session.  Often 
legislation moves so quickly during a legislative session that your issues may 
inadvertently be overlooked.  Plus, remember to say thank you especially when 
you know an issue was controversial.  Also, try to remember that your legislator 
is probably being pushed in three different directions on any given issue and 
will not always be able to vote the way you would like.  Be sure to keep the 
relationship open for future issues.  

Many pieces of legislation are moving through committees during these months 
and it is very important to ensure Superintendents are represented and 
testimony is provided when necessary.  

Work with other Superintendents on legislative issues that affect their districts 
(similarly) and form a coalition to lobby your legislators. 

Legislative 

Activities 

http://www.ilga.gov/


What is IPAC? 
IPAC is a statewide, non-partisan Political Action Committee (PAC) organized by members of the Illinois Association of 

School Administrators to benefit school leaders in the pursuit of educational excellence through continued school 

improvement.  

What is the money used for? 

All IPAC membership monies are used for IPAC endeavors, which include, but are not limited to, contributions to the four 

legislative leaders in the General Assembly and fundraisers for individual legislators who support our educational 

mission. 

Why should I join? 
School administrators need a strong PAC to provide funds to legislators and candidates who will stand up for public 

education. Our strength comes from providing legislators with timely and accurate information on legislative matters 

affecting public education. Victories and successes do not happen overnight but after years of laying the foundation for 

political change, and a strong IPAC helps us get a seat at the table. We must be proactive rather than reactive and one 

way to do this is membership in IPAC. Membership in IPAC is a long-term investment that helps lay the foundation for 

continued change in the legislative process.  

IPAC Annual Membership Dues 
Our goal is to have every IASA member become a member of IPAC as well. IPAC membership dues are $100 and 100% 
of that goes to support the members of the General Assembly that support us.               

(personal checks or personal credit cards only please) 

Why should  
I give to IPAC? 



 

Name: ____________________________________________ Employer:*  ______________________________________ 

  
Home Email Address:* _________________________________________ Occupation:* ___________________________  

                                            For IPAC updates (both financial and informational) 

 
Home Address : _______________________________________________________Zip: __________________________ 
*State law requires this information. 

 
Check # __________ payable to “IPAC” (Personal Check only) 

 
Personal Credit Card only: 
 
Charge $ ___________ to my:                           ______Visa      _____Master Card    ______Discover Card  (check one) 
 
Card Number: ________________________________ Expiration Date: _____________ Card Verification No.: _________ 
 
Print Cardholder’s Name: ______________________________ Signature: ______________________________________ 
 
Billing Address of cardholder, if different than above (no PO Box numbers please) 
 
Street: ______________________________________________________________ Zip: __________________________ 

 
 

Return this form along with your IPAC membership dues to:  IPAC, 2648 Beechler Court, Springfield, IL  62703-7305 

School administrators are encouraged to become a member of IPAC by contributing $100  

A copy of our report is filed with the State Board of Elections and is or will be available for purchase from the State Board of 

Elections, Springfield, Illinois 62704.   

Membership dues in IPAC are not deductible as charitable or political contributions for federal income tax purposes. 

 

Pay by credit card online (www.iasaedu.org) 

At the Annual Conference,                            

Committee meetings, IASA office 

Personal checks made out to IPAC 

can be mailed IPAC, 2648 Beechler 

Court, Springfield, IL  62703-7305 

http://www.iasaedu.org/






Decisions are made every day the Legislature is in session that directly or indirectly impact school 
districts. As a school official, your voice is needed in Springfield to help keep unintended consequences of 
legislation out of the classroom.  

As you prepare to engage with your Legislators, keep these tips in mind.  

1. Be mindful of when you communicate—Ask about their communication preferences during sessions. 
Be persistent but also understand the timing of the issue you’d like to discuss.  

2. Know your issue and the process—Understand the process (see the attached How a Bill becomes a 
Law in Illinois) and keep track of the status of the bill.  

3. Understand the need for give and take—Like every good relationship this one has two sides. Making 
the extra effort to support your legislator goes a long way.  

4. Take advantage of the “off-season”—When the legislators are not in session (typically June—October) 
is a great time to meet in person and open up the lines of communication.  

BE FIRM—Bring along facts and figures to support your 
case and be clear in your position. 

LEAVE SOMETHING IN WRITING—A single page, 
bulleted version of your argument they can refer back to.  

COMPROMISE—It’s better to get some things you want 
even if you can’t get everything. If you can’t defeat a bill, 
dilute it.  

PERSONALIZE—Understand how the issue specifically 
affects your district and say it in your own words. 

KEEP YOUR WORD—If you promise to provide 
information, drop everything and get it to them. This builds 
trust.  

KEEP TRACK—Follow the legislation through the process 
and update bill numbers and positions accordingly. 

KNOW THE OTHER SIDE—Understand the opposing view 
and give specific and factual rebuttals.  

SAY “THANK YOU” —If they helped your position, let 
them know. Show them your support by attending events 
when the legislature is not in session.  

BE ARGUMENTATIVE—You can never win an argument 
with a legislator, so don’t start one. Never threaten or lose 
your cool.  

WRITE A BOOK—Your legislator doesn’t have time to read 
a 10 page historical document, rather they need common 
sense and simple arguments.  

GIVE UP—Be persistent in communicating your views. At 
the same time, don’t waste time lobbying opponents who are 
publicly opposed to your position.  

WASTE THEIR TIME—With form letters and mass mailings 
that don’t give new information.  

PROMISE SOMETHING YOU CAN’T DELIVER—This is a 
quick way to lose credibility in the relationship.  

COME UNPREPARED—Be respectful of your legislators’ 
time, especially during busy in-session times.  

EXPECT TO ALWAYS GET YOUR WAY—Be willing to 
forgive, but not forget 

BURN BRIDGES—Thank your legislator for considering 
your position. Restate your position and say you look 
forward to future discussions.  

Time to Engage with Legislators 

DO  DON’T 
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