




Wytheville Community College
Annual Commencement

May 14, 2016
2 p.m.

Processional ....................................................“Pomp and Circumstance” (Elgar)                                                      
(Please rise and remain standing through the playing of the National Anthem)

Invocation  ....................................................................................Mr. Dick Dalton
Member, Wytheville Community College Board

Presentation of Colors .......................................... Carroll County Junior R.O.T.C.

Pledge of Allegiance/National Anthem ...................................... Dr. Dean Sprinkle 
                                                               President, Wytheville Community College                                                                                                         

Welcome and Introduction of Platform Dignitaries ............. Mr. Roger Thompson
Chair, Wytheville Community College Board

 

Student Commentary ....................................................................Ms. Daisy Clark
President, Student Government Association

Presentation of Candidates .......................................................... Dr. Lorri Huffard
Vice President of Instruction and Student Development

Conferring of Degrees ..........................................................................Dr. Sprinkle
                                                                                                         
Presentation of Diplomas and Recognition
 of Honor Students ....................................Dr. Sprinkle and Ms. Renee Thomas

Dean of Student Success and Academic Development

Benediction ............................................................................................Mr. Dalton

Recessional .................................................................................................... Elgar
                                                                                        

     



Wytheville Community College
Annual Commencement

May 14, 2016
6:30 p.m.

Processional ....................................................“Pomp and Circumstance” (Elgar)                                                      
(Please rise and remain standing through the playing of the National Anthem)

Invocation  ....................................................................................Mr. Dick Dalton
Member, Wytheville Community College Board

Presentation of Colors ........................................... Wythe County Junior R.O.T.C. 

Pledge of Allegiance/National Anthem ...................................... Dr. Dean Sprinkle 
                                                               President, Wytheville Community College                                                                                                         

Welcome and Introduction of Platform Dignitaries ............. Mr. Roger Thompson
Chair, Wytheville Community College Board

Greetings from the State Board 
       for Community Colleges ....................... The Honorable David “Dave” Nutter 

Member, State Board for Community Colleges

Student Commentary ....................................................................Ms. Daisy Clark
President, Student Government Association

Conferring of Honorary Degree ...........................................................Dr. Sprinkle

Recognition of Professor Emeritus and Support Staff Emeritus..........Dr. Sprinkle

Presentation of Candidates .......................................................... Dr. Lorri Huffard
Vice President of Instruction and Student Development

 

Conferring of Degrees ..........................................................................Dr. Sprinkle

Presentation of Diplomas and Recognition
 of Honor Students ....................................Dr. Sprinkle and Ms. Renee Thomas

Dean of Student Success and Academic Development

Presentation of Old Dominion University Graduates ............. Mr. Douglas Brown 
Director, Old Dominion University Distance Learning

Benediction ............................................................................................Mr. Dalton

Recessional .................................................................................................... Elgar

Please join graduates for a reception immediately following the ceremony.



Governance  of  the  College

President  of  the  College
Dr. Dean E. Sprinkle

Wytheville  Community  College  Board
Mr. Roger D. Thompson, County of Bland, Chair

Mr. John “Robbie” Doyle, County of Smyth, Vice Chair

Dr. Walter S. Barton .................................................................... County of Wythe
Mr. Charles C. Clatterbuck ......................................................... County of Smyth
Mr. Richard “Dick” Dalton ....................................................... County of  Carroll
Mr. Jerry A. Hurt ......................................................................... County of Wythe
Mr. Travis D. Jackson ................................................................. County of Wythe
Dr. Oliver A. McBride ............................................................... County of Carroll
Mr. Danny C. McDaniel .............................................................. County of Wythe
Ms. Janet Nuckolls ............................................................................City of Galax
Mr. Charles W. Smith ............................................................... County of Grayson
Mr. Phylip “Phyl” Snapp............................................................. County of Wythe
Mr. Robert “Robby” Wingate .................................................. County of Grayson

Virginia  Community  College  System
Dr. Glenn DuBois, Chancellor

State  Board  for  Community  Colleges
Ms. Idalia P. Fernandez, Chair

Mr. James Cuthbertson, Vice Chair

Ms. Carolyn S. Berkowitz
Mr. Thomas M. Brewster
Ms. Benita Thompson Byas
Mr. Darren Conner
Ms. LaVonne P. Ellis
Mr. Douglas M. Garcia 
Mr. William C. Hall, Jr.

The Honorable David “Dave” Nutter
Ms. Catherine B. Reynolds
Ms. Eleanor B. Saslaw
Mr. Michael Schewel
Mr. Don “Robin” Sullenberger
Mr. Michael Zajur
 
 
                                                                                                



HONORS
 Students whose academic performances warrant special recognition  
graduate with Honors.  The three levels of academic honors are as follows:

  CUM  LAUDE
 (3.2 to 3.49 Grade Point Average)

  MAGNA  CUM  LAUDE
 (3.5 to 3.79 Grade Point Average)

 SUMMA  CUM  LAUDE
 (3.8 to 4.0 Grade Point Average)

	 Students	wearing	the	following	honor	cord	colors	will	be	signified	for	
the appropriate honor:

Cum Laude - White
Magna Cum Laude - Burgundy

Summa Cum Laude - Gold
        Graduates wearing gold stoles are members of Phi Theta Kappa, the 
national scholastic honor society for students enrolled at two-year colleges.
  Apricot cords denote Nursing Honors.

 Graduates who are veterans or active military.
†    Graduates listed in Who’s Who Among Students in American Junior Colleges.
ǂ				These	graduates	have	completed	their	college	degree	concurrently	with	the	high	school	diploma.
*   These graduates completed the Honors Program.

 

Ms. Mava S. Vass
Honorary Associate’s Degree in Humane Letters

  At this year’s commencement, the college is pleased to present an Honorary 
Associate Degree in Humane Letters to Ms. Mava S. Vass.
	 Ms.	Vass,	a	retired	educator	from	Carroll	County,	has	influenced	generations	
of young people in the classroom and emphasized the importance of education 
and lifelong learning. She is a tireless advocate for the college within the local 
community, and she has convinced countless individuals to pursue an education 
at Wytheville Community College. Carroll County currently leads the other four 
counties and one independent city in WCC’s service region in total enrollment at 
WCC. Many people credit Ms. Vass herself with that accomplishment.
 Ms. Vass has served WCC in many roles, beginning as an instructor of 
English in the 1960s and continuing with her service as a member of the WCC 
Educational Foundation Board of  Directors and the WCC Board. She has served as 
a director of the WCC Educational Foundation since 1995, and she was appointed 
to the WCC Board by the Carroll County Board of Supervisors in 2007. During 
her tenure on the WCC Board, she served as both Chair and Vice Chair. She served 
on the WCC Board until 2015.
 In recognition of her service to WCC, Ms. Vass was chosen as the recipient 
of the 2011 Distinguished Service Award. She also initiated the WCC Alumni 
Picnic in Carroll County, which has become a very successful annual event, and 
was named Citizen of the Month in March of 2014 by the Town of Hillsville, in 
part for her activities on behalf of WCC.



Sue M. Lilly
Support Staff Emeritus at WCC

  The 2016 Wytheville Community College Support Staff Emeritus honoree 
is Sue M. Lilly. This recognition honors retired support staff personnel who served 
WCC for a minimum of ten years and whose performance and contributions were 
meritorious.
 Sue joined the staff at WCC in 1993. At the time of her retirement in January 
of	 ,	she	held	an	administrative	support	position	in	the	 ffice	of	Continuing	
Education.
 The college is pleased to honor Sue Lilly for her years of dedicated service 
to the faculty, staff, and students of WCC.

Dr. Sue G. Thacker
Professor Emeritus at WCC

 Dr. Sue G. Thacker has been selected as Professor Emeritus of Wytheville 
Community College for 2016.  This honor  may be bestowed upon retired WCC 
faculty members who held faculty rank, had a minimum of ten years of service, 
and	made	meritorious	and	significant	contributions	to	the	college.
 Sue earned her associate’s degree from Ferrum College, her bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Virginia, and a master’s degree from Radford 
University. She earned a second master’s degree and a Ph.D. from the American 
Holistic College of Nutrition. She joined the WCC faculty in 1976 and taught in 
the Nursing department until her retirement as a Professor of Nursing in 2009.  
 The college is proud to honor Sue Thacker at this commencement.

 The ceremonial mace, with  its  medieval origin,  symbolizes  the academic 
authority of the faculty.  It is used for ceremonial occasions such as  commencement 
exercises and presidential inaugurations. The Professor Emeritus will lead the 
faculty procession and carry the ceremonial mace.  
 The mace was designed and machined by Don Alexander, retired Associate 
Professor of Machine Technology, in the college's Machine Technology Laboratory.

The  Ceremonial  Mace

http://in1993.at/


History  of  Wytheville  Community  College
  The  doors  of  Wytheville  Community  College  opened  in September 
1963 as a two-year  branch  of  Virginia Polytechnic Institute.   Classes for  the 107 
students,	who	were	taught	by	five	faculty	members,	were	held	in	the		Simmerman	
Building in Wytheville.
  Construction of  the present campus complex began in 1966 on 103 acres  
that	 had	 been	 purchased	 the	 previous	 year.	 	The	 first	 building,	 incastle	 all,	
was occupied in 1968.  WCC became a part of the twenty-three member Virginia 
Community College  System  on July 1, 1967, with  a  service  region of  Bland,  
Carroll,  Grayson,  and Wythe  counties; the city of Galax; and the eastern portion 
of  Smyth County.
  The  college serves more than 4,000 students annually through credit courses.  
Over 130 full- and part-time faculty  teach at  the college.  With  this year’s total 
included,		over	 , 		people		have	graduated	since	the	first	commencement	in	
1968, and thousands  of area citizens have been served through non-credit courses, 
seminars, and workshops.
	 	 Thirty five	 years	 ago,	 a	 significant	 milestone	 was	 reached	 with	 the	
establishment	of	 	 the		 ytheville	Community	College	 ducational	 oundation,		
nc.	 	Contributions	 to	 this	non profit	organi ation	provide	 for	 scholarships	and		

enhance educational programs and facilities at the college.

The Tradition  of Caps  and Gowns

 American academic costumes originated during the Middle Ages in  
European universities.   Students  and  teachers  were  set  apart  from  other  citizens  
by  the gowns and hoods which were practical attire in cold, damp buildings.
 The  basic  parts  of  the  costume  vary  by  academic  level.   The  ornamental 
fold  of  cloth  worn  around  the  neck,  the  hood,  is  the  most  distinctive  feature 
of  the  costume.  The  colors  of  its  velvet  band  and  lining  are  representative 
of	the	wearer s	field	of	learning.	

Color  Code  For  Academic  Hoods

rts,	 etters,	 umanities																	 hite	 Music						 	 in 	
Business, Accountancy            Light Brown Nursing                           Apricot
Economics                            Copper Philosophy                          Dark Blue
Education                                 Light Blue Physical Education          Sage Green
Engineering                             Orange Public Administration Peacock Blue
ine	 rts																															 rown	 ublic	 ealth														 Salmon	 in
ome	 conomics																			 Maroon	 Science																	 	 olden	 ellow

Journalism                              Crimson Social Work                   Citron
Law                                            Purple Theology                      Scarlet
Library Science                          Lemon Veterinary Science            Gray



All persons listed herein completed their curriculum requirements during  summer term  
2015,  fall semester  2015, or spring semester 2016 and are candidates for the spring semester 
2016 graduation.  Students completing degree requirements in summer 2016 are eligible to 
participate in spring semester 2016 graduation.  The order of degree presentation and the 
listing in the program may not coincide because students receiving more than one award 
select the curriculum for which they are recognized.

2015-2016 Graduates











Certificates, General Education (Continued)



Certificates, General Education (Continued)



Certificates, General Education (Continued)



Certificates (Continued)
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ssociate e rees, ental iene (Continued)
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ssociate e rees, usiness d inistration (Continued)



ssociate e rees, General tudies (Continued)



Associate Degrees, General Studies with a 
eciali ation in u an er ices (Continued)



Associate Degrees, Science Continued)

The board members, administrators, faculty, 
and staff of Wytheville Community College 

offer their sincere congratulations and 
best wishes to WCC’s Class of 2016.



Old  Dominion  University
 Old Dominion University’s nationally-recognized distance 
learning program has been on the Wytheville Community College 
campus since its inception in 1994. Old Dominion University, in 
partnership with WCC, offers bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degrees to local students, along with teacher licensure programs. 
It allows students to pursue degrees while traveling no farther than 
Wytheville.
	 Students	can	complete	the	first	two	years	of	their	course	work	
at	WCC	and	complete	the	final	two	years	of	the	bachelor’s	degree	
with ODU on the community college campus. ODU offers thirty-two 
undergraduate	 degrees	 and	 fifty-nine	 graduate	 degrees,	 licensure	
and	certificate	programs.	This	is	the	fifteenth	class	of	graduates	to	
participate in WCC’s commencement ceremony.

Bachelor of Science in 
Communication--Media Studies

Zachary Meadows

Bachelor of Science in 
Human Services

Megan Kaulfuss
Jaime Williams








