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POWERING OUR 
COMMUNITIES

Carroll County is our home too. That’s why we’ve partnered with local chambers, development 
authorities and elected offi cials across the state to stimulate growth and invest in the future of 
our communities. And why, for almost 90 years, we’ve helped bring jobs and investment to the 
state – more than 125,700 jobs and $26.5 billion capital investment over the past decade alone.    
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YOU’RE 
EVERYWHERE
THESE DAYS. 
SO IS YOUR 
POWER.

Some of us take electricity for granted. But 
no matter where you go, your electric co-
op makes sure it follows. Learn more about 
the power of your co-op membership at 
TogetherWeSave.com.

www.carrollemc.com
770-832-3552

#PowerWithAPurpose

http://togetherwesave.com/
http://www.carrollemc.com/


Dear Chamber Members:

The best part of  my job is telling the 
Carroll County story.  Here it is in a 
nutshell: coming together, dreaming a 
dream, creating a vision, designing a 
plan, building a team, securing the re-
sources, working the plan, measuring 
and reporting outcomes, and celebrat-
ing victories!

Speaking of  celebrating victories, I 
want to thank our 2015 leadership 
under the guidance of  Chairman Ben 
Butler for an outstanding year.   Ben 

utilized his theme, Legacy of  Leadership, to pause and take a look 
at the many individuals who built this Carroll County Chamber 
since its beginning in 1955. And 2016 Chair Gary Hewitt reminds 
us that strength is in numbers and “We’re All in This Together!” 

During 2015, we took leadership development to the next level with 
several new initiatives.  The Georgia Chamber of  Commerce and 
the J. W. Fanning Institute for Leadership Development invited just 
10 counties/regions to participate in GeorgiaLEADS, an initiative 
to ensure a continuum of  leadership development opportunities at 
the youth, adult and regional levels throughout the state.  As a result 
of  this involvement, we began a Junior Chamber of  Commerce and 

have alumni events and training planned for our adult Leadership 
Academy graduates. 

Workforce Education and Development remains a priority as we 
partner with our award-winning educational institutions throughout 
Carroll County from K-16, public and private. Our industry part-
ners continue to play a strong role in this endeavor to build a highly 
qualified workforce.  You can contribute to this effort as we build a 
Speakers Bureau to address career pathways with our youth.

The mission of  our Chamber is simple: Growing Business in our 
Community. But the execution is complex.  That is where you play 
a part as a business leader and involved Chamber member.   Thank 
you for saying “yes” when you have the opportunity to make a dif-
ference in Carroll County.

As always, it is my honor and privilege to represent the great 
people of  Carroll County.  Thank you for supporting the Chamber 
through your membership and sponsorships, your participation and 
your presence. 

Daniel Jackson
President/CEO

Daniel Jackson 
President & CEO

Dear friends of  Carroll County 
and the Chamber of  Commerce:

I want to thank you for your sup-
port of  the Carroll County Cham-
ber of  Commerce. Your support 
and hard work, coupled with a 
stellar staff  and devoted board, is 
what has made this Chamber the 
success we see today as we pursue 
our mission of  “Growing Business 
in our Community.”  I am honored 
to serve as the Chair for 2016.

The Chamber legacy began in 1955 when community leaders 
saw the need and opportunity to work together so that all could 
benefit from a coordinated effort of  economic and community 
development.  Without the Chamber in our community, our 
community would look a whole lot different.  Over the last 60 
years, Carroll County has changed dramatically and the Cham-
ber has been right there leading the way.

As we have grown and changed, it has become even more 
important to work together and plan together with common 

goals and united leadership.  To that point, we recognize and 
appreciate those who have shared the vision, created the goals, 
led the efforts and generated the success Carroll County cur-
rently enjoys.  It is with the legacy of  cooperative leadership and 
service that we have chosen the theme for 2016, “We’re All in 
This Together.”    

To borrow a quote from Creative Followership author Jimmy 
Collins, retired President of  Chick-fil-A, “The unifying pur-
pose joins leader and follower together.”  This year I will act as 
Chairman of  the board for the Carroll County Chamber and 
its governing body and consider it an honor to be a “follower” 
walking in the steps of  those who have traveled before me and 
who have been instrumental in making Carroll County a great 
place to live, work and play.  Join us and help to make 2016 a 
great year.  

Please feel free to reach out to me with your concerns and sug-
gestions as I welcome your input.  My email is gary@southlan-
dinsagency.com.  

Gary Hewitt
2016 Chairman

Gary Hewitt 
Chairman

http://dinsagency.com/


WITH HEART CARE BEYOND MEASURE.

Advancing  Health

MEDICINE BEYOND MEASURESM

To find a heart specialist, call 770.214.CARE 
or learn more at TannerHeartCare.org.

Who has your heart? Your spouse? Your grandkids? Tanner specializes in your heart, 

with preventive services to keep you healthy and the region’s largest network of 

primary care providers to quickly catch cardiovascular problems when they begin. 

Advanced diagnostic care ensures that your heart is working properly, and innovative 

treatments like angioplasty and cardiac electrophysiology are available should 

problems occur, including heart attacks or irregular heartbeats. So your heart can be 

there for the ones who hold it, strong and safe, with medicine beyond measure.

http://tannerheartcare.org/


SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2016 
FORWARD CARROLL SPONSORS

Platinum

Gold

Silver

Advantage Office Solutions
Bank of North Georgia
Brookdale Carrollton
Carroll County Sheriff’s Office
Cottage Landing Senior Living
Community & Southern Bank

Gas South
Southern States Bank
State Farm Insurance / Jill Duncan
Times Georgian
University of West Georgia
West Georgia Technical College

Ag South Farm Credit ACA/Ag South Mortgages
Carrollton Orthopaedic Clinic

Hughes - Ray Company Inc.
Milestone Investment Management, LLC

Bronze
Edward Jones Investments/Fred O’Neal
First Baptist Church, Carrollton
Garrett, Thomas & Fazio PC
Grant $$$$$ For YOU/Sandra Morris
Pugmire Ford

Rushton & Company, LLC
Southland Insurance Agency
State Farm Insurance/Amy Brown
Tisinger Vance P.C.



At Southwire, we believe education is the key to success. Through partnerships with the University 
of West Georgia (Richards College of Business), West Georgia Technical College (Southwire Center 
for Manufacturing Excellence), Carroll County Schools (12 for Life) and Carrollton High School 
(Southwire Engineering Academy), we are helping students build brighter futures. 
It’s another way we deliver power...responsibly.



2016 Chamber 
Executive 
Committee & 
Board of Directors
Chairman: Gary Hewitt, Southland Insurance Agency
Chairman-Elect: Amy Brown, State Farm Insurance / Amy Brown
Vice Chairman: Kenneth Blizzard, Regions Bank
Treasurer: Matt Windom, Carroll County Water Authority
Past Chairman: Ben Butler, Carrollton Orthopaedic Clinic

Kristy Allison  Community & Southern Bank
Todd Anduze  Small Business Development Center
Kirby Butler   United Community Bank
Jim Chaffin   City of Bowdon 
Cindy Clanton  Carroll County School System
Steve Daniel  West Georgia Technical College
Jill Duncan   State Farm Insurance/Jill Duncan
Theresa Fisher  Sugar Foods Corporation
Deadra Gamble  CharterBank
Lucy Gamble  City of Whitesburg
Jay Gill   Carroll EMC
Paula Gillispie  Oak Mountain Academy
Steve Gradick  Gradick Communications
Jim Griffith   Tanner Medical Center
Tim Grizzard  City of Carrollton
Galen Hobbs  Independent
Janet Hyde   City of Villa Rica
Brian Jackson  Cottage Landing Senior Living
John Jackson  Law Office of John B. Jackson & Associates
Kevin Lepard  City of Mt. Zion
Kyle Marrero  University of West Georgia
Trent North   Carroll County Commissioners
Bill Osborne  City of Temple
Will Ozier   Ozier Products, Inc.
Tim Porter   Wentz Financial Group
David Price   Community & Southern Bank
Bill Stone   Systems & Methods, Inc.
Kinney Taylor  Edward Jones Investments / Kinney Taylor
Anne Tolbert  Flowers Baking Company
Keith West   Auto Supply Company

Daniel Jackson 
President & CEO
daniel@carroll-ga.org

Donna Armstrong Lackey
Senior Vice President 
Business Development 
donna@carroll-ga.org

Andy Camp 
Vice President  
Economic Development
andy@carroll-ga.org

Suzy Montalto
Director of Operations
suzy@carroll-ga.org

Suzy McCorkel
Director of Programs 
& Events
suzymc@carroll-ga.org

Lisa Ledbetter
Director of 
Communications
lisa@carroll-ga.org

Joan Finch
Information Specialist 
& Drugs Don’t Work 
Coordinator
joan@carroll-ga.org

Lauren Holverson
Manager 
The Burson Center
lauren@carroll-ga.org

Staff

mailto:daniel@carroll-ga.org
mailto:donna@carroll-ga.org
mailto:andy@carroll-ga.org
mailto:suzy@carroll-ga.org
mailto:suzymc@carroll-ga.org
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mailto:joan@carroll-ga.org
mailto:lauren@carroll-ga.org


2015 Award Winners

Paula Gillispie (center), Head of School for Oak Mountain Academy, was 
named the Women’s Business Alliance 2015 Woman of the Year.  She is 
congratulated by (l-r) Ben Butler, 2015 Chamber Chair, Jill Duncan, WBA 
chair, Alicia Michael, 2014 winner, and Daniel Jackson, President/CEO of 
the Chamber and Carroll Tomorrow.

The Carroll County Chamber hosted the 2015 STAR Student/Teacher Achievement Recognition honoring students and teachers from 
the Carroll County School System, Carrollton City School System and Oak Mountain Academy.

The team from the Carroll County Water Authority won 
first place at the annual golf tournament.

Jerry and Sherrie Culver of Little Vine 
Vineyards accepted the Agribusiness 
Award from Paula Burke (right), UGA 
Cooperative Extension Coordinator, 
at the annual Harvest Dinner. 

David Huddleston of Carroll EMC presented the Busi-
ness Award to Sharon Wallace Notch of Wallace Farm 
and Pet Supply. The annual Harvest Dinner awards pre-
sentation is part of the 2015 Farm City Week Celebration.

Lee Campbell was honored with 
the Special Award during the 
annual Carroll County Cham-
ber’s Harvest Dinner, presented 
by Carmen Prather of Gas 
South. 



More Award Winners

Catherine Gordon, retired 
director of St. Margaret’s Epis-
copal Church’s Community 
Outreach, was honored as the 
Citizen of the Year. 

Tom Wysoczynski, founder 
of Die-Tech Industries, was 
named Entrepreneur of the 
Year.

Gary Hewitt (left), Southland Insurance 
Agency, accepts the gavel from outgo-
ing chair Ben Butler as he became the 
2016 Chairman of the Carroll County 
Chamber of Commerce.

Scott Cowart (right), superintendent of 
Carroll County Schools, is congratulated by 
Tom Upchurch for his selection as recipient 
of the Thomas S. Upchurch Workforce 
Education Award. 

Wayne Johnson, 
ESW Investment Company, 
was presented the Horizon 
Award for volunteerism.

Wayne Payne (center), founder of OmniCall, accepts the 
Small Business Person of the Year award from Amy Brown, 
chair of the Chamber’s Business Development Committee, 
and Ben Butler, 2015 Chamber chair.



Legacy of Leadership

Wood Cole (center), grandson of the late Woodfin Cole, accepted the first Legacy of Leadership Award on behalf of his 
grandfather who served as the first chairman of the Chamber of Commerce in 1955.  2015 Chamber Chair Ben Butler (sec-
ond from left) celebrated with Cole family members (l-r) Eddie Cole, Wood and his wife Kelly, and Woody Cole.

Loy Howard (left), President and CEO 
of Tanner Health System, was recog-
nized for his leadership especially in 
the health care industry and to Carroll 
Tomorrow. 

A series of awards were presented throughout 2015 in recognition of outstanding 
leadership to the community and the Chamber during the past 60 years.  

Mary Covington was recognized for 
her long-standing community service 
in education, healthcare, banking, eco-
nomic development, and civic volun-
teerism throughout Carroll County.

Dr. John Burson (right) was honored for 
his decades of service to the local com-
munity, health care industry, education 
and the military.



The Silver Beautification Awards for 2015 were 
presented to the Southwire Energy Center in Villa Rica, 

the College and Career Academy, and the City of 
Carrollton for the Courthouse Park.

Silver 
Beautification 

Awards

GOING WEST IS ABOUT LEADING, NOT FOLLOWING. 
It’s no surprise, then, that the University System of Georgia named the University 
of West Georgia Institution of the Year and Dr. Kyle Marrero President of the Year.

Discover what it means to Go West: westga.edu

$463.15 million in West Georgia economic impact

56,000+ alumni across the state and beyond

Go West. It changes everything.

http://westga.edu/


CARROLLTON 
CLUB

Sandra Morris
Executive Director

770-830-6610 (offi ce)
CarrolltonClub@tishcollc.com

1130 Cedar Street
Carrollton, GA 30117

carrolltonclub.com

Services We Offer:
• Independent Living
• Daily Door Checks
• Friendly Community Living, 
• Full Size Apartment 

With Private Patio

• Rental Assistance Available 
       For Eligible Applicants
• Housekeeping & Maintenance Services
• Full Activities Schedule
• Daily Hot Meals

• Library With Computer Services

• Beauty/Barber Shop
• Located On 6 Acres, Private And Peaceful
• Affordable-Luxury Amenities
• Transportation

Now you can visit
 your loved ones in an environment 

that takes care of them 
in the way they deserve.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  If you wish to fi le a Civil Rights program 
complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online 
at http:www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_fi ling_cust.html, or at any USDA offi ce, or call (866) 632-9992 to 
request the form.  You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send 
your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Offi ce 
of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 by fax (202) 690-7442 or 
email at program.intake@usda.gov.

A place where you an call home

mailto:CarrolltonClub@tishcollc.com
http://carrolltonclub.com/
http:www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov


Chamber Happenings  -  Good Times!!!





Chamber Happenings  -  Good Times!!!





Business Development Committee
Goal: To maximize growth of local business, 
new ventures and entrepreneurship

Actions:
• Select the “Small Business Person of the Year” award
• Select the Silver Awards
• Host 6 Business Success Luncheons 
  (2 at the Burson Center, 2 at the  Chamber, 
  Villa Rica & Bowdon)
• Expand the “Shop Carroll First” to a year round 
   marketing campaign
• Broaden the minority representation and county wide 
   representation on committee
• Conduct “Business of the Month”
• Continue to promote the Burson Center
• Promote & support tourism opportunities in 
   Carroll County

Agribusiness Committee
Goal:  To promote the continued growth of 
agricultural enterprises and agri-tourism

Actions:
• Plan the Farm City Harvest Dinner
• Provide educational materials to local schools 
   promoting career pathways in agribusiness
• Encourage Chamber membership for new / existing 
   agribusiness
• Support efforts for growing, selling, processing, 
   distributing, and marketing locally grown food 
   products

Government Affairs Committee
Goal:  To represent the business interests of 
Carroll County to local, regional, state and federal 
policymakers

Actions:
• Discuss / support the Georgia Chamber Legislative 
   agenda

• Advise Chamber Board / membership on legislative 
   issues and determine official positions when 
   appropriate
• Coordinate the Carroll County Day at the State 
   Capitol
• Coordinate the Membership Legislative Breakfast
• Represent the Chamber at legislative functions
• Coordinate the legislative reception following 
   the session
• Sponsor the legislative trip to Washington, D.C.
• Seek opportunities for training, forums, briefings, etc. 
   for legislative issues
• Encourage good leaders to run for elected positions 
   and provide a community orientation program for 
   those interested in public service
• Conduct a Carroll County Academy for all elected 
   and appointed officials in Carroll County

Ambassador Committee
Goal:  To support member interests of the Cham-
ber, promote Chamber sponsored activities and 
encourage member involvement

Actions:
• Act as host for Chamber events
• Seek feedback from membership on programs / 
   services
• Assist staff with member recruitment / retention
• Sponsor Lunch on the Chamber
• Partner with the Business Development Committee to 
   conduct “Business of the Month”

Leadership Academy
Goal:  To develop new, talented leadership for the 
Chamber and community

Actions:
• Coordinate annual Leadership Academy
• Promote the Academy to a broader audience beyond 
   the Chamber membership 
• Update collateral pieces for adult Academy
• Engage Academy members and graduates for ideas 

2016 Program of Work
“We’re All in This Together!”

MISSION VISION GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Growing Business in 
Our Community

Building a Stronger Business 
Community by Engaging 
Progressive Leadership 
and Diverse Resources

Innovative, Resourceful, 
Member Driven, Honest, 
Inclusive



   on additions and enhancements to the program 
• Add a new session to the adult Academy on 
   understanding the role of the Chamber
• Adjust curriculum with more focus on skills component
• Provide session summaries and updates to 
   employers/sponsors
• Recommend applicants for Leadership Georgia and 
   Georgia Academy for Economic Development
• Create focus group to develop strategies to identify 
   and engage additional minority talent in Chamber 
   leadership

Youth Entrepreneur & Leadership 
Development
Goal: To improve students’ opportunities and chanc-
es for success in their academic and career futures

Actions:
• Continue to develop and enhance the annual Junior 
   Chamber and encourage participation from all 
   public and private high schools
• Continue to offer youth entrepreneur development 
   assistance via The Burson Center

Women’s Business Alliance Committee
Goal:  To promote the balanced interests and 
lifestyles of the community’s professional women

Actions:
• Sponsor up to 3 events
• Sponsor monthly networking “Coffee Break”

• Plan one event annually to invite men
• Secure sponsorships for events
• Select a “Woman of the Year”

Workforce Education Task Force
Goal:  To encourage life-long learning and support 
the development of a highly trained and educated 
workforce

Actions:
• Support all efforts related to the workforce education 
   task force goals
• Support and generate teacher and student 
   recognition / appreciation programs events such as 
   Georgia OccupationalAward of Leadership (GOAL) 
   and STAR Student / Teacher Program
• Create a speakers bureau of business professionals 
   within the K-16 system
• In cooperation with CCEC, develop personal skills, 
   community service involvement and career 
   development opportunities through a variety of K-16 
   programs
• Create an award winning workforce education 
   quarterly publication

Special Projects
• Golf Tournament
• Facilities Taskforce

If you’re about to retire or  
change jobs, you may have  
some decisions to make  
about your retirement plan 
money. Good thing there’s 
someone who knows you  
and is ready to help.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Talk to
us about a
401(k)

1001389.1
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  

Bloomington, IL

rollover.

Amy Brown, Agent
119 S. Candler Street
Villa Rica, GA  30180
Bus: 678-840-5000
www.amybrown.biz

http://www.amybrown.biz/


JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE

What does the Chamber do for you? Take your pick from year-round activities!

• Annual Meeting & 
   Awards Ceremony
• WBA Coffee Break
• New Board Orientation
• Business of the Month
• Networking After Hours

• Business Success Seminar
• Business of the Month
• WBA Coffee Break
• Networking After Hours
• 8th Grade Career Expo

• Golf Tournament
• Business of the Month
• WBA Coffee Break
• Leadership Alumni 
   Engagement Event
• Networking After Hours

• Chamber Board Meeting
• Chamber 101
• Lunch on the Chamber
• Business of the Month
• WBA Coffee Break

• Chamber Board Meeting
• Legislative Reception
• Business of the Month
• WBA Coffee Break 
• Business Success Seminar

• Chamber Board Meeting
• STAR Student/Teacher 
   Membership Breakfast
• Business Success Seminar
• Business of the Month
• Chamber 101
• WBA Coffee Break
• Carroll County Day at 
   State Capitol
• Networking After Hours
• Leadership Academy 
   Kick-Off

Golf TournamentBusiness Of The Month
Manufacturing Tour

Leadership Training
Government Affairs



JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

• Business of the Month

• Chamber Board Meeting
• Business of the Month
• WBA Coffee Break
• Membership Breakfast
• Business Success Seminar

• Membership BBQ
• Networking After Hours
• Business Success Seminar
• Business of the Month
• Washington Fly-In
• Junior Chamber Kick-Off
• WBA Coffee Break

• Chamber Board Retreat
• Business of the Month
• Business Success Seminar
• Manufacturing Day 
   Industry Tour
• WBA Coffee Break

• Harvest Dinner
• Legislative Membership 
   Breakfast
• WBA Award Luncheon
• Business of the Month
• WBA Coffee Break

• Chamber Board Meeting
• Forward Carroll 
   Appreciation Breakfast
• Networking After Hours
• WBA Coffee Break
• Business of the Month

Membership BBQ

STAR Students/Teachers
Lunch On The Chamber

Networking

Business S
eminars

Women’s Business AllianceMembership Breakfasts



2015 Major 
Programs 
& Events
Annual Dinner Meeting
Membership Breakfasts
Networking After Hours
Morning Coffee Breaks
Business Success Seminars
Leadership Academy
STAR Student/Teacher Breakfast
Chamber 101
Business of the Month Recognition
Golf Tournament
Women’s Business Alliance Symposiums
Membership BBQ
Lunch on the Chamber
Economic Forecast Breakfast
Farm-City Harvest Dinner
Forward Carroll Breakfast
GeorgiaLEADS
Junior Chamber of Commerce
Legislative Reception & Breakfast
Carroll County Day at the State Capital
Manufacturing Day Tour

Committees
and Chairs
Business Development - Kelly Meigs

Agribusiness - Natalie Howard

Government Affairs - John Jackson

Ambassador - LeAnne Reese

Leadership Academy - Kenneth Blizzard

Junior Chamber Board - Tom Hall

Women’s Business Alliance - Jill Duncan

Workforce Education Task Force: 

Cindy Clanton and Theresa Fisher

Fundraiser/Event 
Committees
2017 Annual Meeting - Amy Brown
Golf Tournament - Matt Windom

Our committees are led by hardworking volunteers seeking to 
address those issues that are of most benefit to our membership.  
Through participation, members have an opportunity to have in-
put in initiatives that are of interest to them and their businesses.

821 Dixie Street, 
Carrollton, GA 30117

770-832-7076
Gifts

Drive thru Service  • Free Delivery

423 WEST INDUSTRIAL COURT
P. O. BOX 176

VILLA RICA, GA 30180

(770) 459-3636
Website: www.lewisfi re.com

SALES
INSPECTIONS

INSTALLATION
FABRICATION

REPAIRS
DESIGN

http://www.lewisfire.com/


“WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS AND WE’LL PROVE IT.”

WE ARE THE WILDEST TRADERS IN THE SOUTH...
WE WILL TRADE FOR ANYTHING!!

SE HABLO ESPAÑOL! • SERVICE HOURS: MON.-FRI. 8AM-6PM • SAT 8AM-4PM

770-832-8222
SCOTT EVANS NISSAN

www.ScottEvansNISSANusa.com

725 Bankhead Hwy, Carrollton, GA 40
09
75
22

WE ARE THE WILDEST TRADERS IN THE SOUTH...
WE WILL TRADE FOR ANYTHING!!

SERVICE HOURS: MON.-FRI. 7:30AM-6PM • SAT 8AM-2PM

SALES MON-FRI. 8:30AM-7PM • SAT 8:30AM-6:PM

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL! 770-832-8222

Scott Evans Dodge

BANKHEAD HWY.  HWY. 166

Carrollton

Villa
 Rica

HW
Y. 

61

HWY. 166

I-20 Atlanta/
  Six Flags

AlabamaWe Want Your
Business and
We’ll Prove It!

WE WILL MATCH 
OR BEAT ANY 

PRICE ON TIRES 
AND BATTERIES

OPEN 24/7 AT WWW.SCOTTEVANSUSA.COM

N I S S A NN I S S A N
725 BANKHEAD HWY.

CARROLLTON, GA 770.832.8222

CHRYSLER • DODGE • JEEP • RAMCHRYSLER • DODGE • JEEP • RAM
2280 BANKHEAD HWY.

CARROLLTON, GA 770.834.5050

A Note
From

Scott
Evans

 
”I would like 

to extend 
my sincere 
gratitude 

to the 
customers 

of West 
Georgia and 
surrounding 

areas. I am so 
thankful for 

your support, 
continued 

business, and 
patronage.”

http://www.scottevansnissanusa.com/
http://www.scottevansusa.com/


Ribbon Cuttings 

& 
Groundbreakings





Carroll County Chamber of 
Commerce Membership Benefits

Created in 1955, your Chamber is the only local organization that focuses 100 
percent of its time and efforts on improving the quality of life for all citizens of 

Carroll County. The Chamber’s mission is: Growing Business in Our Community!

Administrative phone number to reach all staff: 770-832-2446. 
Anytime you need assistance, feel free to call upon our friendly, efficient staff. 

Advertising and Marketing  
Each year the Chamber offers opportunities for its member-
ship to sponsor various events such as Networking After 
Hours, Wake Up Calls, Lunch on the Chamber, etc.  This 
may be one of the biggest opportunities to receive a “Return 
on Your Investment” as a Chamber member as they provide 
opportunities for personal marketing.
 *Annual Dinner
 *Networking After Hours
 *Wake Up Calls
 *Forward Carroll
 *Leadership Academy
 *Women’s Business Alliance
 *Lunch on the Chamber
 *Manufacturing Day Industry Tour

Advocacy - Chamber members have the opportunity to be-
come active in the Government Affairs Committee to provide 
input on policies affecting business operation.
Ambassadors – Chamber member volunteers serve as 
“goodwill” ambassadors to the community on behalf of the 
Chamber in addition to serving as the official welcoming 
crew for new members. 
Annual Meeting and Awards Ceremony – An elegant eve-
ning gathering held each year for all members. The event 
is highlighted by the presentation of the following awards: 
Citizen of the Year, Horizon, Entrepreneur of the Year, and 
the Thomas S. Upchurch Workforce Education Award.
Chamber 101 – Meetings are held regularly to orient new 
members to Chamber programs and activities.  Each orien-
tation will feature staff members presenting useful informa-
tion concerning the benefits of membership.

Chamber Lobby – With our central location and great 
visibility from the intersection of Highway 61 and the 166 
Bypass, we receive numerous walk-in visits each day.  The 
Chamber serves as a welcome center to tourists as well as 
prospective residents and business owners. All members 
are encouraged to display their brochures or business 
cards, at no additional cost, in the Chamber’s lobby.

Committee Participation  
The Chamber has several committees that help develop 
programs, create policies, and assist with activities and 
events in all areas of the Chamber’s program of work.
 *Business Development
 *Agribusiness
 *Golf Tournament
 *Government Affairs
 *Ambassador
 *Women’s Business Alliance
 *Leadership Academy
 *Junior Chamber of Commerce
 *Workforce Education Task Force
 *GeorgiaLEADS

Community Magazine – The magazine is widely utilized 
by the Chamber and others in the community to promote 
Carroll County as a great place to live and work. Published 
every other year, it serves as a core document for our com-
munity information packet. Magazine advertisements are 
available at a variety of sizes and prices, and are sold by an 
outside contractor on behalf of the Chamber.

Directory/website:  www.carroll-ga.org - Our member 
companies represent businesses of all types and sizes and 
our membership directory serves as business catalog for 
Carroll County’s best products and services.  One of the 
many values of membership is a listing and link on our web-
site.  Visitors can find your business listing three ways- al-
phabetically, by category or by using key words.  Members 
can showcase their business even more by adding multiple 
listings, events, job openings and hot deals directly to our 
website—at no charge.  Visitors can visit member websites 
as well as their social media sites such as Facebook with 
just one click. In addition, a pdf version of our complete 
directory is available online for download.  

The Carroll Chamber website is a wealth of information with 
direct links to resources to meet all your business needs 
and also includes information about the area for individuals 
interested in relocating.   As an added benefit and a service 

http://www.carroll-ga.org/


to the community, our website hosts a “community calendar” 
that provides visitors and local residents with information and 
dates on festivals and special events in our area.

Drugs Don’t Work – The Chamber offers a drug-free work-
place program, “Drugs Don’t Work.” Receive a 7.5 percent 
discount on workman’s compensation insurance when com-
pleting the certification process to become a “Drugs Don’t 
Work” site.

Eblasts – 1200 copies distributed each week. Send your 55 
words or less submission by 5 pm on Wednesday with your 
member updates or event.  Member updates are on a first 
come, first served basis and are limited to the first five mem-
ber submissions. Don’t let this opportunity to advertise your 
upcoming event pass you by!

Economic/Industrial Development – The Chamber collabo-
rates with Carroll Tomorrow to recruit new businesses, indus-
try and tourists to our area and provides expansion support 
for existing industry.

Leadership Academy – The Academy is a 15-week program 
designed to enhance personal leadership skills, establish 
professional relationships, and prepare individuals to become 
actively involved in shaping the future of Carroll County.

Membership Labels – A complete set of membership labels 
is available to all members for a nominal fee.

Networking After Hours and Wake Up Calls – These events 
are designed to encourage Chamber member networking 
within a social setting and are sponsored by the hosting 
Chamber members. 

Newsletter – This publication is a monthly e-newsletter sent 
to our membership in an HTML format highlighting informa-
tive happenings and upcoming events. This format offers full 
color advertising for your business at affordable prices.  The 
Chamber News is published the first business day of each 
month.
Business Card 2x3 - $20
¼ Page 4x5 - $30
½ Page 5x8 - $40
Full Page - $50

Notary and Certificate of Origin – Utilize the free notary 
service and Certificate of Origin service through the Cham-
ber.

Professional Development – Business and Professional 
Development Seminars are held throughout the year in our 
Chamber Conference Room and at The Burson Center.  In 
addition, members are encouraged to utilize free one-on-one 
consultation with the Chamber staff, Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC) and Georgia Tech’s Enterprise 
Innovation Institute to learn ways to improve your business 
and discover additional resources in the community.

Referrals – Our staff responds to phone, fax, mail, and 
miscellaneous inquiries for information.  When requested by 
the customer, staff members serve as referral agents for area 
businesses using rotating lists of Chamber members.

Relocation Packet Program – Callers who request reloca-
tion information are immediately mailed a package from the 
Chamber.  Chamber members can, for a nominal fee, include 
company information in this packet.

Ribbon Cuttings – All new businesses are invited to host a 
ribbon cutting. The Chamber will perform ribbon cuttings for 
grand openings, ground breakings, new locations, etc. Rib-
bon cutting pictures are printed in the Chamber newsletter 
and are provided to the business for their use. 

Shop Carroll First – A year-round shop at home campaign 
promotes Carroll County businesses. 

Social Media – Facebook Our pages are your pages. Share 
your stories and events on our pages and gain exclusive ac-
cess to unique Chamber benefits. 



American Document Securities

Businesses of the Month

BB&T of Villa Rica

Shot Spot

D & P Services

Hollingsworth Concrete Products

GreenCourt Legal Technologies



Multi-Pest Services

RP Paving Solutions

McEvers Awards, Trophies and Gifts

Maplehurst Bakeries 

THERE’S NO PLACE 
LIKE HOME,

AND THERE’S NO 
RATE LIKE OURS

CARROLLTON
119 Maple Street  |  770-838-9608

DOUGLASVILLE
6670 Church Street  |  770-942-5681

VILLA RICA
 485 West Bankhead Highway  |  770-459-3100 

Member FDIC. © 2016 United Community Bank. Eligibility for introductory rate and 
reduced closing costs require a United Community Bank checking account and debit 
card. If checking account and debit card are not maintained throughout the term of 
the loan, a $100 annual fee will be assessed. Borrower will pay loan fees and closing 
costs ranging from $0 to $2,500. Bank may choose to waive a portion of the closing 

costs; however, if the HELOC is closed or the line is reduced during the fi rst 3 years following account 
opening, borrower will be required to reimburse bank for all waived closing costs. Borrower pays all 
costs pertaining to recording fees and mortgage taxes. The APR is variable and may change daily 
after the initial 12-month introductory period, but will never exceed 16%. Property insurance and 
fl ood insurance, if applicable, are required on all collateral. Off er available as of October 1, 2015 only 
for consumer owner-occupied, single-family residences. Not valid on manufactured homes. United 
Community Bank must be in a valid fi rst- or second-lien position. Exclusions and limitations apply. 
Off er subject to bank’s standard credit approval criteria and is subject to change without notice. 
NMLS# 421841  |  ucbi.com

With a Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), your home 
can help you pay off  credit card debt, fi nance student 

loans, purchase a new car, and more.

http://ucbi.com/


Networking After Hours 
and Wake-Up Call

Chamber members can spotlight their business by hosting an after-hours networking event at 
their place of  business.  2015 hosts were Milestone Investment Management, Times-Georgian, 

UWG College of  Social Sciences, Cottage Landing Senior Living, and Tisinger Vance.





Congratulations 
and Thank You!

TIMES-GEORGIAN  I  DOUGLAS COUNTY SENTINEL  I  THE VILLA RICAN    

PAULDING COUNTY SENTINEL  I  DOUGLAS REVIEW  I  CARROLL WEEKLY NEWS   

BOWDON BULLETIN  I  GATEWAY-BEACON  I  TALLAPOOSA JOURNAL

WestGEORGIA 
 

T H E  N E W S P A P E R S  O F  
 

TIMES-GEORGIAN • DOUGLAS COUNTY SENTINEL
HARALSON COUNTY GATEWAY BEACON

VILLA RICAN • TALLAPOOSA JOURNAL 
PAULDING TIMES • WEST GEORGIA WEEKLY

Congratulations to the Carroll County Chamber of Commerce, the 
Executive Committee, the Board of Directors, committees, staff and 
members on a successful 2015. Hats off to all 2015 award winners. 
A heartfelt “thank you” for leading the way in making Carroll County 
the great community it is. Best wishes for an even greater 2016 from 

the staff of the Newspapers of West Georgia.

Link to the Power of Local Media
For bundled print and digital 
advertising information or to 

subscribe - in print and online, 
call today!

770-834-6631
www.times-georgian.com

http://www.times-georgian.com/


Women’s 
Business 
Alliance

The WBA is a unique and 
highly successful organization 
that promotes the balanced 
interests and lifestyles of  the 
community’s professional 
women.  Activities include 
monthly networking events, 
social opportunities and an 
annual seminar where the 
“Woman of  the Year” award 
is presented.



The Carroll County Chamber strives to identify 
leadership talent and provide training oppor-
tunities for students, young professionals, and 
adults.

The Leadership Academy is a 15-week pro-
gram that prepares, challenges, and engages 
emerging and existing leaders to strengthen 
the community. Participants are exposed to the 
larger community, exploring the public/city 
government sector, private business sectors, and 
not-for-profit organizations that play a role in 
building a strong community.

The Carroll County Chamber was one of  only 10 
communities/regions to participate in Georgia-
LEADS, an inaugural program led by the Geor-
gia Chamber and the J.W. Fanning Institute 
to initiate and expand community leadership 
programming. A volunteer committee spent 
six months evaluating needs in the county and 
chose to focus on a youth leadership program 
and an expanded adult leadership program.  

Leadership Development

Volunteers in the GeorgiaLEADS initiative made plans 
for engagement activities for Leadership Academy 
alumni.

623 Dixie Street  Carrollton, Georgia
770-834-3393 • Tim Oliver, RPH

Personal, Fast Service • Free City-Wide Delivery 
We accept most Insurance and Medicaid

McGUKINMcGUKIN
Construction Company Inc.

2030 South Highway 27, Carrollton, Georiga, 30117

Offi ce 770-834-4585 Cell 678-776-6517
Email mcgukin@bellsouth.net

STATE LICENSED GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Phil McGukin, President

The Carroll County Junior Chamber of  Commerce kicked off  with 21 
students selected to participate in an eight-month leadership program 
teaching personal leadership skills, team building and community asset 
development.

The Carroll County Chamber of  Commerce Leadership Academy 
Class of  2015.

mailto:mcgukin@bellsouth.net


BEST IN WEST GEORGIA!

850 Cedar Street • Carrollton, GA 30117 • 770-836-0042 • www.mwestrealty.com

Thanks for letting us serve your Real Estate needs!

Excellence. Always.

100 College St | Carrollton, GA 30117 | 770-832-2461

Into Our 2nd Century Serving the Insurance Needs of West Georgia!
Personal – Commercial – Life

http://www.mwestrealty.com/


Proud to Serve Carroll County

To my friends and colleagues in Carroll County,
thank you for the opportunity to serve our community. 

- Randall Redding

25 Years of
Building West Georgia

www.RKRedding.com www.MillTownMusicHall.com 

4 Years of Stars Shining
Bright On Georgia Nights

Tanner Medical Center Mel / Harold / Teddy / Toby / Tena / Randall

University of West Georgia Greek Village Loretta Lynn

Roopville Road Baptist Church Charlie Daniels

Chamber Report v4.indd   1 2/22/16   11:29 AM

http://www.rkredding.com/
http://www.milltownmusichall.com/


Proudly Supporting Our Community
Just off I20, Exit 24, Hwy 61

Across from Wal-Mart in Villa Rica
770-456-2000

http://www.libertychevroletusa.com/ 

Workforce Education
The Carroll County Chamber encourages life-long learning and supports the development of  a 
highly trained and educated workforce. Chamber members participate in activities such as the 
Manufacturing Day Tour, 8th Grade Career Expo, Mentoring Village, Speakers Bureau and the 

Carrollton-Carroll County Education Collaborative. 

http://www.libertychevroletusa.com/


Government 
Affairs

Chamber members have the opportunity to 
interact with local, regional, state and federal 
policymakers to express the business interests 

of  Carroll County. The Government Affairs 
Committee hosts the Legislative Reception and 

moderates the Legislative Breakfast forum. 
Members are encouraged to attend the annual 
Washington Fly-In and participate in the 2016 

Carroll County Day at the State Capitol.
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At Oak Mountain Academy we encourage our students to dream big!  We     
believe strong students deserve to be challenged in order to fully develop their 

gifts.  We combine academic and athletic rigor, along with a strong             
commitment to the fine and performing arts, to encourage our students to 
strive for  success.  Oa k Mounta in Aca demy  students g r ow  into 

confident young adults who are ready to take on the world and become        
everything they ever dreamed!  We invite you to visit our campus and see      

for yourself what Oak Mountain Academy is all about.  �

�

Please call today to schedule a personal tour of our beautiful campus and              
experience what it means to be an Oak Mountain Warrior!�

�

222 C���� P����� R��� ~ C���������, GA 30116 ~ 770�834�6651�

���.�����������.���



Then

Now

Celebrating 47 years in Carroll County

www.walkergmauto.com            www.walkergmauto.com             www.walkergmauto.com

times-georgian  I  2011

readers’ choice winner
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MIKE BARNES TIM FORDHAM SID HALL MIKE CONNER TODD RUPP MARK FOSTER GREG WALKERSID LEE

Saturday
Service 
Hours

8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Service Specials  Available @ www.walkergmauto.com
1492 N. PARK ST. (US HWY 27) 

CARROLLTON
770-832-9602

www.walkergmauto.com

ZACH ROBINSON

times-georgian��I��2014

readers’�choice�winner

Service Specials Available @ www.walkergmauto.com

MIKE CONNER ZACH ROBINSON TODD RUPP SID LEE MARK FOSTER GREG WALKER

1492 N. PARK ST. (HWY 27)
CARROLLTON

770-832-9602
www.walkergmauto.com

TIM FORDHAMJON DAY SHANNON CHEATWOOD TIM FORDHAM ZACH ROBINSON SID LEEOLIE SOUPHANH RYAN DODSON MIKE CONNER TODD RUPP MARK FOSTER GREG WALKER

http://www.walkergmauto.com/
http://www.walkergmauto.com/
http://www.walkergmauto.com/
http://www.walkergmauto.com/
http://www.walkergmauto.com/

