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Welcome to Tonight’s

Cynthia Figueroa-Fretwell, M.D. FaCog
Medical Director

Winthrop Women’s Wellness oB/GYn

Ms. linDa Mejias, esq. 
Principal Law Clerk to the Honorable Edward A. Maron

A Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New York,  
County of Nassau

Special Honoree
henry sChein, inC.

CareConneCt

Celebration
of the 

Recognizing our 2016 Honorees

www.winthrop.org

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 
ADMINISTRATION AND STAFF OF 

WWIINNTTHHRROOPP--UUNNIIVVEERRSSIITTYY  HHOOSSPPIITTAALL  
 

Salute the 

HISPANIC COUNSELING CENTER  
 

and congratulate 
CYNTHIA FIGUEROA-FRETWELL, MD, FACOG 

MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
WINTHROP WOMEN’S WELLNESS OB/GYN 

 
 

We applaud your desire to empower the strength  
of the Hispanic community. 
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4 5

Message From The President of the Board Message From The Chief Executive Officer

On behalf of the Board of Directors, the Gala Committee, and all the staff of the Hispanic Counseling Center, 
it is an honor to welcome you this evening to the 39th Annual HCC Gala.  I am delighted that you have joined 
us in celebrating the accomplishments of our esteemed honorees, and in celebrating HCC’s 39 years of service to 
Long Island.

It is with pride that I observe  that the  Hispanic Counseling Center continues to forge ahead always utilizing 
new and creative means to make a difference in the lives of those in need, while working equally hard to build 
and expand its partnerships with corporations, community leaders, donors, and supporters.  HCC impacts the  
community in a positive and productive way, through diverse services and programs, delivered by an exceptionally 
competent and skilled bilingual and bicultural staff. I would like to thank CEO, Gladys Serrano, and the entire HCC 
team, for their commendable and committed service to the community.

In the spirit of celebration, I would like to acknowledge each of you for helping to make this a successful and 
memorable event.  My special thanks to our gala sponsors, whose contributions to the agency will help HCC 
continue to deliver the highest level of service to all in need. We know that it is only because of the  support 
of all of our partners, supporters, donors, staff, and volunteers that HCC continues to grow, thrive, and  best 
serve those most in need.

We look forward to our continued partnerships, and we thank each and every one of you for helping to make 
a difference.  With my best wishes for a wonderful evening.

Cheryl D.M. Vanek
President of the Board

Cheryl D.M. Vanek

Gladys Serrano LCSW

As the Hispanic Counseling Center (HCC) completes its 39th year of service, it is appropriate to reflect on the 
strengths that have helped the agency flourish from humble origins to a highly respected organization among Long 
Island’s human service agencies. With offices in Nassau and Suffolk counties, HCC serves the growing Hispanic 
community on Long Island, as well as all others in need of our services. HCC’s essential strength emanates from 
our community.  HCC staff work hard, day in and day out, to provide exemplary professional service.  Community 
support and involvement is the primary focus of HCC’s staff.  Our staff is fully prepared to meet diverse community 
needs: to overcome addictions, to restore appropriate family functioning, to improve the scholastic performance of 
children, to engage children and youth  in activities to prevent gang involvement, to ensure that our clients benefit 
fully from the opportunities provided by all of HCC’s programs and services. 

The leadership of the Hispanic Counseling Center is actively involved   in the community of human service  
agencies on Long Island.  As a result of  this membership and participation in consortia and associations of    
agencies in Nassau County, the Hispanic Counseling Center is well recognized and respected as a solid partner in 
service delivery and in affecting policies for the delivery of human services in our communities. This involvement, 
coupled with a strong reputation as an effective and dependable service provider, has also made the Hispanic 
Counseling Center a friend and partner of government officials at the county, state and federal levels. 

HCC interacts on a daily basis with a wide network of systems and has become a unique, well recognized, valued, 
and difficult to replace resource on Long Island.  Among our many partners, the Family Court and the District Court 
are not only are a source of daily referrals, but close collaborators, with an HCC  staff member at the  Hempstead 
site; the Nassau County District Attorney’s office supports critical domestic violence programming; the area hospitals   
psychiatric units consistently discharge patients into our care; the Department of Social Services and its Child  
Protective Services unit are sources of ongoing referrals; the Probation Department is also a source of referrals and 
a partner in working with our mutual clients; the police of Hempstead and Nassau County  partner with us in the 
fight against gang association and domestic violence; the schools, particularly the Hempstead and Uniondale School 
districts, are partners in important grant programs and locations of HCC onsite services.  Each and every one of 
these partners and systems plays an essential role in the success of HCC.

Because of all of these strengths, I look with confidence and optimism to the future of the Hispanic Counseling 
Center and its mission to meet the needs of the Long Island community.  In closing, I would like to acknowledge 
our funding sources, for the confidence they have placed in HCC’s ability to serve year after year, our friends and 
supporters, for their contributions, and our Board of Directors, for their service to the agency through their generous 
volunteer work.  Finally, my special thanks to all my staff, for their devotion and commitment to HCC’s mission.

Gladys Serrano LCSW
Chief Executive Officer 
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A Message from the Gala Chairperson

Nanette Malebranche

The Hispanic Counseling Center, Inc. 

The Hispanic Counseling Center (HCC) is a multi-service agency with culturally competent, fully  
bilingual/bicultural treatment and prevention services for chemical dependency, mental illness, and youth and 
family services.  The agency was established in 1977 by the Nassau County Department of Drug and Alcohol 
Addiction to provide substance abuse services to a growing Latino population in Nassau County. Services are 
available to anyone, regardless of race, religion, ethnicity, or economic status; no one in need is turned away due to 
an inability to pay or for lack of insurance. Programs include Mental Health; Chemical Dependency; Youth and 
Family Services; Child and Family Respite Support Services; Supported Housing for the Mentally Ill; Medicaid 
Service Coordination for the Developmentally Disabled; Domestic Violence Prevention; Teen Drop-In Center; 
and Mental Health Programs for People with HIV/AIDS. 

Since its inception, HCC has grown from one program and four staff in a 600 square foot rental office, to  
ownership of a 27,000 square foot modern facility with more than eight programs serving over 1000 clients 
monthly, with 56 employees.

HCC has the proud distinction of being the only agency in the region which is licensed by both the NY State  
Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services (OASAS) and the NY State Office of Mental Health (OMH) to  
provide bilingual, bicultural behavioral health services.  In 1986 HCC was licensed by OASAS to provide substance 
abuse treatment, prevention, and education services, and alcohol abuse treatment. In 1990, HCC was licensed by 
OMH to operate the first bilingual/bicultural mental health outpatient treatment clinic in Nassau County.

HCC’s current budget is just over $5million, with nearly half of the budget designated for mandated and 
contracted services as part of New York State funding to the agency, for the provision of mental health and 
chemical dependency services.  Referrals are made to HCC in a variety of ways: the agency works closely with 
local hospitals and mental health outpatient clinics which refer patients under their care; with Nassau County 
agencies including the Department of Social Services, Child Protection Services, Family Court, the District 
Court, and the Probation Department; other social service agencies; local school districts including Freeport, 
Hempstead, Mineola, Uniondale, and Westbury; with churches and religious institutions, and with attorneys 
and medical providers. 

HCC is well recognized in the Long Island community and throughout New York State, and continues to 
serve as a model for other agencies.  Agency programs demonstrate a high utilization and completion rate; the  
agency consistently meets funders’ expectations; and the agency has historically been re-licensed for the  
maximum length of time. In addition to being recognized by regulating agencies and other social service  
providers, HCC is held in high regard by its target audience, the Hispanic and minority community  
population.  The Hispanic Counseling Center continues to be a beacon of hope for those in need. Like those 
we serve, HCC continues the journey, with hope and faith in our mission.

Welcome to an evening of great celebration! Tonight we applaud the accomplishments of our four exceptional 
Honorees, as well as celebrate the legacy of 39 years of exemplary service by the Hispanic Counseling Center.

It is a pleasure to serve as Chairperson of the 39th Annual HCC Gala.  My involvement as a volunteer for 
the Hispanic Counseling Center is a most rewarding and fulfilling experience. I am humbled and honored to  
volunteer for this extraordinary organization which provides such needed and invaluable services to the Long  
Island community. I hold the highest regard for CEO Gladys Serrano and the entire HCC staff, all of whom who 
work on a daily basis to make miracles, big and small, happen at this wonderful agency.

The Annual Gala is the agency’s principal fundraising event of the year, but it is so much more: it is an  
opportunity to recognize and celebrate all of the people who make HCC special: its generous supporters, as 
well as its special staff members, and volunteers.

I would like to thank the Gala Committee for their tireless support and commitment to this event. Their  
willingness and responsiveness to support the Gala is remarkable, and most appreciated, and has made my job 
as Gala Chairperson an easy one.  Many, many thanks are extended to everyone for giving of their time and 
energy in planning for this event.

In closing, I would like to thank the many sponsors and supporters of this Gala whose generosity is helping to 
assure that the work of the Hispanic Counseling Center continues and thrives. Please know that your support 
is greatly appreciated and is put to excellent use in the programs and services of the HCC.

Please enjoy this wonderful evening! Thank you for being part of the 39th Annual HCC Gala!

Nanette Malebranche
Managing Director
Big Apple District
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Welcome to the
2016 Hispanic Counseling Center Gala

Marking the
39th Anniversary

Of services to the Long Island Community

All proceeds benefit the programs of the Hispanic Counseling Center helping individuals and families to lead 
healthy and productive lives.  Services are available to anyone, regardless of race, religion, ethnicity or ability to pay. 
HCC is a multiservice center that promotes family and community wellness. With a fully bilingual/bicultural staff 
and a network of interrelated services including licensed behavioral health treatment, HCC supports the recovery 
of the individual and the family system. HCC serves more than 1,000 clients per month through eight  programs 
ranging from outpatient mental health, alcohol and drug treatment to family support services such as a drop-in 
center for at-risk teens, parenting workshops, supported housing for the mentally ill, respite for parents of children 
with serious emotional disturbances, case management for children and adults with developmental disabilities, 
case management for children at risk of foster care placement, and mental health treatment for people affected  
by HIV/AIDS.      

Mission Statement

To enhance the strengths of Long Island’s families and children through 
bilingual, bicultural counseling, prevention, vocational and educational 

services to enrich their lives, foster economic independence and  
nurture dreams for generations to come.
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Supportive Elected OfficialsSupportive Elected Officials
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Supportive Elected OfficialsSupportive Elected Officials

STATE OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE STATE COMPTROLLER

110 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NY 12236

October 14, 2016

Gladys Serrano, CEO
Hispanic Counseling Center
344 Fulton Avenue
Hempstead, NY  11550

Dear Friends:

Greetings to all those gathered this evening for the 39th

Annual Gala hosted by the Hispanic Counseling Center.  Since 
1977, HCC has worked to provide high quality bilingual and 
bicultural services to help Latino children and families and 
other people in need.

Special congratulations are due to this year’s honorees.  Their dedication to 
service and accomplishments are truly worthy of your recognition.

Originally established to provide substance abuse treatment and assist children 
and adolescents in Long Island’s rapidly growing Latino community, the Hispanic 
Counseling Center has grown significantly over the years and expanded its array of 
programs to address new and emerging needs.  In addition to counseling, case 
management and crisis intervention, HCC offers educational workshops, afterschool 
enrichment, summer camp and prevention programs for at-risk youth, among other 
priorities.  Open to all regardless of background or ability to pay, HCC remains 
committed to delivering culturally sensitive, expert care that respects the dignity and 
autonomy of each client.  The dedicated officers, board, staff and supporters of the
Hispanic Counseling Center are enabling Nassau’s diverse residents to realize their 
fullest potentials, and building a healthier, more compassionate future.

Best wishes for a joyful celebration and continued success. 

Sincerely,

Thomas P. DiNapoli
State Comptroller
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Supportive Elected OfficialsSupportive Elected Officials
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Supportive Elected OfficialsSupportive Elected Officials
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Supportive Elected OfficialsSupportive Elected Officials
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Supportive Elected Officials

The HCC Board of Directors congratulates Gladys Serrano, 

the Hispanic Counseling Center Staff, and our illustrious  

Honorees for their outstanding community service!

CareConnect - North Shore-LIJ CareConnect Insurance Company, Inc.

Cynthia Figueroa-Fretwell, M.D., FACOG – Winthrop University Hospital

Henry Schein, Inc.

Linda Mejias, New York State Supreme Court, Principal Law Clerk

We salute the Hispanic Counseling Center, and 39 years of       
service to the Long Island community.   

The Board of Directors
Hispanic Counseling Center, Inc.

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             

 
 

 

 
       October 14, 2016 
 

MAYOR WAYNE J. HALL, SR.    

 

Greetings,   

On behalf of the Village of Hempstead and our Board of Trustees, I extend congratulations to 
Hispanic Counseling Center, Inc. and all gathered here tonight for your 39th Annual Dinner Dance Gala. 
Hispanic Counseling Center, Inc. is an extraordinary organization with a passionate dedication 
to empowering the Latino community. Over many years you have provided critical resources to 
our adults and youth alike and have worked actively to support their achievements. Your 
continuing efforts to uplift Hispanics, while building bridges between Latinos and other 
members of the community, mark you as an invaluable member of the Nassau community. 

Hempstead applauds the following honorees, Cynthia Figueroa-Fretwell M.D. FACOG 
Medical Director of Winthrop Women’s Wellness OB/GYN, CareConnect, Ms. Linda Mejias, 
Esq. Principal Law Clerk to the Honorable Edward A. Maron, Justice of the Supreme Court of 
the State of N.Y. of Nassau County and special honoree Henry Schein Inc.  We commend them 
for their outstanding dedication to the community and wish them continued success in all that 
they do. 

As you celebrate another year of growth and accomplishment, we wish you a fantastic evening of 
joy and revelry.  

With best regards, 

Wayne  
Wayne J. Hall, Sr. 
Mayor 
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www.careconnect.com

www.healthgrades.com/physician/dr-cynthia-fretwell-2vclx

Cynthia Figueroa Fretwell was born in New York City where she lived until the age of ten. Her later 
childhood years were spent residing in Puerto Rico, her parents’ native country; at fifteen, Cynthia 
permanently moved back to Queens where she attended Forest Hills High School. Four years spent 
working hard at a Spanish Literature and French double major earned her a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Cornell University. After obtaining her undergraduate degree, Cynthia focused her studies 
more on medicine, accomplishing a Post-Baccalaureate degree from Queens College and an M.D. 
from Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia.

In 1993, Cynthia completed her internship and residency in obstetrics and gynecology at St. 
Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital in New York City where she stayed on as an attending physician for five 
years. She was later employed by Jamaica Hospital Center where she managed a private practice and 
worked part-time for Maternal Infant Care, a clinic that provides prenatal care to uninsured and 
undocumented people in need.

In 2006, she joined the faculty at Winthrop University Hospital as an attending physician. Just 
four years later in 2010, she was appointed Medical Director at Winthrop Women’s Wellness, an 
organization founded to provide obstetrical and gynecologic care to the indigent, uninsured, and 
undocumented. Serving a majority Central American population, Winthrop Women’s Wellness has 
flourished, delivering six hundred babies in 2015 alone. As Medical Director, Cynthia supervises the 
ambulatory care education of the residents of OBGYN, a feat for which she has received numerous 
teaching awards.

Cynthia has dedicated her career and her tremendous efforts over the years to caring for the 
underserved and those less fortunate. She currently lives in Long Island with her husband, Tony, 
and her three children, Alexis, Jacqueline, and William. In her free time, she enjoys traveling and 
skiing with her family.

CYNTHIA FIGUEROA-FRETWELL, M.D. FACOG
Medical Director
Winthrop Women’s Wellness OB/GYN

2016 Honorees 2016 Honorees

New York State’s first provider-owned commercial insurance company, CareConnect was founded in 
2013 by Northwell Health (formerly North Shore-LIJ Health System) to make it easy for people 
to get and stay healthy. It offers a broad range of plans for individuals, families, and small and 
large groups. 

Every CareConnect plan reflects its core principles. Affordability: Health insurance cannot 
improve anyone’s health if it is financially out of reach, so CareConnect plans are consistently 
among the lowest-cost options wherever they’re offered. Access to Excellence: CareConnect’s 
select network gives its members access to top-quality hospitals and doctors throughout the New 
York metro area. 

Referrals are never needed to see an in-network specialist. Integration: A unique integrated 
network model, built around leading hospitals and provider groups throughout downstate New 
York, allows CareConnect to work especially closely with its doctors to make sure members 
get the tests, treatments and preventive care they need to get well and stay healthy. Its medical 
directors are practicing physicians, and its collaborative model makes it easy for its providers to 
deliver the kind of care they believe in. Customer Service: Health insurance and health care can 
be complicated, frustrating and confusing, but CareConnect’s concierge approach to customer 
service is designed to make things simple. It makes health insurance personal!

http://www.careconnect.com/
http://www.healthgrades.com/physician/dr-cynthia-fretwell-2vclx
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www.henryschein.com

www.linkedin.com/in/linda-mejias-933a8b24

2016 Honorees

Linda Kelly Mejias, Esq. is active in her local community and church as a mentor and leader.  Linda is passionate about helping 
young women understand and appreciate their full potential and guiding them in achieving that full potential in all aspects of 
their lives.  Her philosophy is one of balance.  She teaches her mentees to take the time to develop and take care of themselves 
in the various areas of their lives – education, professional, health, spirituality, and relationships.  She also works within the 
minority communities on Long Island through various organizations, including the Long Island Latino Teacher’s Association, 
Girls, Inc., and the Latina Moms of Long Island, to teach students and parents about the value and necessity of higher learning 
and education, and the importance of working hard in school and in any employment in order to achieve the “American Dream”. 
She was recently named Chair of the Mentoring Committee, a committee she helped create, for Wellesley College on Long Island.

Linda is a Past President of the Nassau County Women’s Bar Association (NCWBA), has previously served as a member of the 
Board of Directors, and has held officer positions of Vice President of Membership, Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary.  
In addition to her service to the NCWBA, Linda holds the position of Secretary of the Long Island Hispanic Bar Association 
(LIHBA) and has previously served as President of the Nassau County Chapter of the LIHBA.  She is active in the Nassau 
County Bar Association (NCBA), and is a member of the Association Membership Committee, where she is working to develop 
strategies and programs to increase the diversity of the NCBA.  As of April 2016, Linda serves proudly on the Board of Herstory 
Writers Workshop, Inc. 

Ms. Mejias has received numerous awards and citations for her achievements and activities in the legal community and the 
local community.  Most recently she received the Virginia C. Duncombe, Esq. Award from the NCWBA for her work and 
commitment to fostering and enhancing on-going legal education. She has also been named a “Rising Star” by the Women’s 
Bar Association of the State of New York, was named “Attorney of the Year” by the Cuban Civic Association, was honored by 
the LIHBA for her service and empowerment to the Hispanic community, was honored as one of the “Women of Distinction 
of 2015” in the 17th Assembly District, and was named one of the “Top Women in the Law” by Hofstra University School of 
Law in 2016.  

For the past eight years, Linda has been the Principal Law Clerk to the Honorable Edward A. Maron, a Justice of the Su-
preme Court of the State of New York, County of Nassau.  She graduated from the Waldorf School of Garden City in 1997, 
where she later served on the Board of Trustees.  She graduated magna cum laude in 2000 in the accelerated program from 
Wellesley College, with a double major in Psychology and Latin American Studies, and later received her Juris Doctorate 
from Columbia Law School in 2004.  

On a personal note, Linda is a first generation American, whose Mother immigrated to the United States from Ecuador in 1965, 
and whose Father was exiled from Cuba in 1964 as an anti-communist leader.  Linda is fluent in Spanish, and proficient in 
German and Italian.  

Linda is also a devoted mother to her treasured son, Davey.

MS. LINDA MEJIAS, ESQ. 
Principal Law Clerk to the Honorable Edward A. Maron
A Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, County of Nassau

2016 Honorees

About Henry Schein, Inc.

Since Henry Schein opened his pharmacy in Queens, New York in 1932, the organization has become a 
Fortune 500® Company and the largest provider of health care products and services to office-based dental, 
animal health, and medical practitioners. With over 19,000 Team Schein Members and operations or affiliates 
in 33 countries, Henry Schein, Inc. remains committed to the values-based culture and community service 
involvement infused in their business over eight decades ago.

Two of the most prominent community service programs that Henry Schein, Inc. has developed are Henry 
Schein’s “Back to School” program and “Holiday Cheer for Children”. 

Henry Schein’s “Back to School” program, which was first introduced in 1998, has Team Schein Members 
partnering with the Company to furnish clothing, backpacks, and school supplies to underserved children in 
the local areas to lift their spirits and increase their confidence in the classroom. To best identify children in 
need, Henry Schein works closely with local not-for-profit social service organizations, such as the Hispanic 
Counseling Center, to identify recipients.

Over the last 18 years, the Company has expanded “Back to School” from its inaugural program, which served 
75 children, to coordinated programs at sites throughout locations in North America, Europe, and the Pacific 
Rim. More than 5,000 children where part of the program in 2015.

Founded in 1999, Henry Schein’s “Holiday Cheer for Children” initiative is designed to make the holiday wishes 
of underserved children, in the local areas where Henry Schein has a presence, come true during the end-of-
year holidays. Team Schein Members contribute their time and money to ensure that the children’s holidays are 
brighter. In addition to clothing, toys, and games that are purchased from children’s “wish lists”, gift certificates 
to local supermarkets are also distributed to the families whose children are participating in the program. 

Over the years, “Holiday Cheer for Children” has been replicated in multiple locations throughout the United 
States. In all locations, this program is held in partnership with various local social service agencies that assist in the 
identification of the children who participate. 

These are just some of the ways Henry Schein fulfills its role as a good corporate citizen and is helping to enhance 
communities around the world.

http://www.henryschein.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/linda-mejias-933a8b24
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www.hispaniccounseling.org

Board of Directors 2016 Gala Committee Members

ELIZABETH ALFORD *
Hi/Hello CHild Care, inC.

BLANCA ALVAYERO
HispaniC Counseling Center

SONIA BERRIOS VILLANUEVA, MPA *
NASSAU UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER

CLAUDIA BOYLE
HispaniC Counseling Center

MICHAEL R. BREITMAN *
aCtion CoaCH of Metro nY

JAMES BROCK
nY digital produCts

ELIZABETH CUSTODIO
suffolk CountY national Bank

MARIO CAMACHO
nY digitalproduCts

HENRY HOLLEY *
tHe HolleY group

NANCY IGLESIAS-GILLEN
n studios, ltd.

INGRID IZAGUIRRE *
liJ CareConneCt

STACEY EVES, ESQ.
law offiCes of derdaraBedian, natHan,  
Marino & rodriguez

TERESA MAESTRE
HispaniC Counseling Center

NANETTE MALEBRANCHE *
Gala Chair
fedex express

MARY MIRABITO
HispaniC Counseling Center

JUJU QUINNONEZ
HenrY sCHein

ALICE SOLIWODA
fedex express

CHERYL D.M. VANEK *
HCC President of the Board
Vanek trust

THOMAS JABOBERGER
fat guY Media

* HISPANIC COUNSELING CENTER BOARD MEMBERS

http://www.hispaniccounseling.org/


28 29

2016 Gala Kick Off 2016 Gala Kick Off
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39

Henry Schein is happy to join hands  

with the Hispanic Counseling Center  

in serving the community by helping families 

live happy, healthy, and productive lives

We are honored to be part of your 

39th Anniversary Celebration

Thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts! 

Your kindness and generosity for all 
these years has made us feel very special 

going Back to School and  during the 
Christmas season ! 

The children and the families of HCC  

To the Sfaff of Henry Schein, Inc. 

http://www.henryschein.com/
http://www.hispaniccounseling.org/
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FedEx proudly supports the Hispanic Counseling Center.
 1.800.GoFedEx www.fedex.com

El Mundo
 a

Tiempo
CareConnect 

is proud to sponsor the 

Hispanic Counseling Center’s

39th Annual Gala.

Congratulations 

to all the honorees!

CareConnect.com • 855-706-7545

North Shore-LIJ CareConnect Insurance Company, Inc. 

http://www.fedex.com/
http://careconnect.com/
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lawpartnersllp.com

lawpartnersllp.com

A friend to The Hispanic Counseling Center  
and all who came across his path. May his kind 
and caring spirit continue to influence those who 
carry out charitable causes and work to make  

change in the lives of others.

A donation in the memory of Gustavo Serrano from Kim Brail 
of David Weekly Homes in Celebration, Florida. 

Gustavo Serrano

http://lawpartnersllp.com/
http://lawpartnersllp.com/
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www.scnb.com

   
            

                      

 

to Long Island’s
Bringing Efficiencies and Reliability

Energy Network & Resources

Tel: 631•964•1400   www.taprogge.com

Congratulations to  the  

Hispanic Counseling Center

39th Annual Gala
In recognition and gratitude to the  

Hispanic Counseling Center and Honorees 
for their hard work, services and dedication to the  

surrounding communities in need.

on its 

http://www.scnb.com/
http://www.taprogge.com/
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www.bethpagefcu.com

`

Bethpage is proud to support the

Hispanic Counseling
Center

“Empowering Long Island’s
Underserved Communities”

Congratulations to 
this year’s honorees

CareConnect Insurance Company,
Henry Schein, Inc., Cynthia 

Gifueroa-Fretwell, M.D., 
and Linda Mejias!

For more information, call 800-628-7070,
or go to lovebethpage.com.

http://www.bethpagefcu.com/
http://lovebethpage.com/
http://www.adsc.com/


40 41

www.numc.edu

www.flushingbank.com

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you. 
Large enough to help you.

Flushing Bank has provided quality service to local communities supporting 
their growth, diversity, and prosperity for more than 85 years, and we continue 
that tradition today.  

Flushing Bank is a proud supporter of Hispanic Counseling Center.

For more information about Flushing Bank, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

2016-08-31 Flushing Bank ad for Hispanic Counseling Center.indd   1 8/31/2016   3:27:02 PM

Congratulations to 
The 

 

Hispanic Counseling Center 

For providing 39 years of passionate commitment
to 

Long Island’s Underserved Communities

Thank you! 

The Board of Directors and Staff of the 

Long Island FQHC, Inc.
(Federally Qualified Health Centers)

E l m o n t  ⋅ F r e e p o r t   ⋅ H e m p s t e a d  ⋅ R o o s e v e l t  ⋅ W e s t b u r y

http://www.numc.edu/
http://www.flushingbank.com/
http://www.flushingbank.com/


42 43

www.duffyduffylaw.com

Marcum llp is proud to support 

HISpANIC 
COUNSElING CENTER

and congratulates 
tonight’s honorees!

www.marcumllp.com

Brian Sackstein, Director
631.414.4210

brian.sackstein@marcumllp.com

     
 
     ALL OF US AT DUFFY & DUFFY, PLLC 
 
ARE PLEASED TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND SUPPORT THE 

EXTRAORDINARY DEDICATION 
AND COMMITMENT OF 

 
THE HISPANIC COUNSELING 

CENTER. 
 

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO EXTEND BEST WISHES AND 
CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS YEAR’S HONOREE 

 

 Linda Mejias 

 
 
 

http://www.duffyduffylaw.com/
http://www.marcumllp.com/
mailto:brian.sackstein@marcumllp.com
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY • SUBMIT CORRECTIONS ONLINE
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507 Guy Lombardo Ave. • Freeport • 516-442-0565

Open All Year Round
We Specialize in Events - Catering In/Out House

Live Music/DJ

www.tonycubanrestaurant.com
PLEASE ASK ABOUT OUR CATERING MENU ON OR OFF PREMISE

LUNCH PRIX FIXE $15.95
INCLUDES A GLASS OF HOUSE WINE,

TAP BEER, SANGRIA OR SODA
Avail Mon-Fri 12PM-4PM

DINNER PRIX FIXE $27.95
3 COURSES

Avail Sun-Thurs 5PM-10PM

LI
62

28
9

Indoor & Outdoor Waterfront Dining • Valet Parking Weekends

ITALIAN & CUBAN CUISINE

“Cuba Meets Italy in a Rollicking Setting” - Joanne Starkey
– NY Times

THURSDAY LADIES NIGHT OUT
Senoritas Margarita $4.00 For Every Margarita

Sangrias $4 (Peach or Red)

FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR
Catch The End of The Week Break

1/2 Price House Wine

1/2 Price Draft Beer

1/2 Price Sangria

$5 House Liquor

Outside & Inside (Bar Only)
12-6:45pm

SATURDAY & SUNDAY BRUNCH
Prix Fix Menu $24.95 12pm to 3pm

Unlimited Mimosa, Bloody Mary and Sangria
(for 2 Hours)

Limited To a Party 12 People

“Brunch Without Booze is Just A Sad, Late Breakfast”

MONDAY
TAPS AND APPS
Every Draft Beer,

1/2 Price All Day (Restaurant)

1/2 Price Appetizers
(Bar Lounge Only)

TUESDAY
EMPANADAS $2 Each (No Take Out)

(Beef, Chicken & Spinach)

FLATBREADS $7.50
(Restaurant)

WEDNESDAY
WINE DOWN

1/2 off All Wine by the Glass or Bottle (Restaurant)

1/2 Price Appetizers
(Bar Lounge Only)

Beautiful  Places
Turning Spaces into

CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • LUXURY VINYL • AREA RUGS

PROUD 
SPONSOR
OF THE HISPANIC

COUNSELING CENTER

516-731-5034 • 66 GARDINERS AVE. • LEVITTOWN
FLOORSTOGODESIGNCENTER.COM

Since 1989

CONTRACTORS WELCOME • COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

http://www.tonycubanrestaurant.com/
http://floorstogodesigncenter.com/
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www.connorgroupinsurance.com

nassauwomensbar.com

Congratulations 
Nassau County Women’s Bar Association Past President 

   

Linda Mejias, Esq. 
and all Honorees at the  

Hispanic Counseling Center’s 
39th Annual Gala! 

 

From The Nassau County Women’s Bar Association 

 

 

 

2001 MARCUS AVENUE, SUITE W180 

LAKE SUCCESS, NY  11042 

516-358-3500 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“WE’RE GUIDED BY ONE SIMPLE PRINCIPLE; 
INTEGRITY.  WE VALUE HONESTY AND STRIVE TO 

MEET THE HIGHEST ETHICAL STANDARDS BY 
SERVICING YOUR NEEDS WITH PROFESSIONALISM 

AND OVER 30 YEARS OF GROUP BENEFITS 
KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE.” 

V{Ü|á VÉÇÇÉÜ 

http://www.connorgroupinsurance.com/
http://nassauwomensbar.com/
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www.theblackoakgroup.myaxa-advisors.com

Thanks to the 

Hispanic Counseling Center 

and 

Congratulations to all the 2016 Honorees 

 Your work has never been more valuable than it is today and we’re  
proud to support such a worthy organization in our community. 

 

1000 Woodbury Road, Suite 300 
Woodbury, New York  11797 

(631) 385-5420 

David Hungerford, 
ChFC, CLU, AIF®, CPFA 

gatescapital.com

 
GATES CAPITAL CORPORATION 

is proud to support  

39th Annual Gala 
and Honorees 

Cynthia Figueroa-Fretwell  
CareConnect 

Linda Mejias &  
Henry Schein, Inc. 

100 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10017  
(212) 682-7077 

 

Greg LiCalzi Jr. 
Vice President 

greg.licalzijr@gatescapital.com  
 

Providing tax-exempt bond financing and investment banking services to  
not-for-profit clients.  

 

http://www.theblackoakgroup.myaxa-advisors.com/
http://gatescapital.com/
mailto:greg.licalzijr@gatescapital.com
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www.manta.com/c/mmd8xjs/traditional-air-conditioning

 
 

8325 Jericho Turnpike      Woodbury, NY 11797      www.cresthollow.com       516-692-8000 

 
 

Proudly Supports  
And Congratulates 

 

The Hispanic Counseling Center 
 

On their 39th Anniversary Gala 

http://www.manta.com/c/mmd8xjs/traditional-air-conditioning
http://www.cresthollow.com/
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WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT THE EFFORTS 

OF HISPANIC COUNSELING CENTER

mailto:orders@lmnprinting.com
http://www.lmnprinting.com/
http://www.fatguymedia.com/
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www.healthsolutions.org

We join with 
The Hispanic Counseling Center 

in congratulating 
the distinguished honorees!

Lehman Newman Flynn Vollaro CPA’s P.C.

14 Penn Plaza Suite 2220
New York, N.Y. 10001

Telephone: (212) 736-2220
Fax: (212) 736-8018

Martin Lehman CPA - MLehman@LNFcpa.com
Scott Flynn CPA - SFlynn@LNFcpa.com
Larry Vollaro CPA - LAVollaro@LNFcpa.com www.lnfcpa.com

http://www.healthsolutions.org/
mailto:MLehman@lnfcpa.com
mailto:SFlynn@lnfcpa.com
mailto:LAVollaro@lnfcpa.com
http://www.lnfcpa.com/
http://www.signaramaeastmeadow.com/
http://www.signarama.com/11552
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www.northwell.edu/find-care/locations/zucker-hillside-hospital

www.eaglesanitation.com

We Proudly Join Together in Support of the
Hispanic Counseling Center

For Its Tireless Commitment and Dedication 
to Improving the Lives of Others 

and in 
Celebration of Its 2016 Dinner Gala

Seth P.  Stein, Esq.

Wishing Much Success To

HISPANIC COUNSELING CENTER
39th ANNUAL GALA

EAGLE SANITATION, INC.
Rubbish Removal-Recycling-Container Service

Serving Long Island Since 1936
Nassau: 516-496-2002
Suffolk: 631-491-1305

ALL SIZES OF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE
FOR ALL YOUR CLEANUP NEEDS

Mario & Michael Reali 

http://www.northwell.edu/find-care/locations/zucker-hillside-hospital
http://www.eaglesanitation.com/
http://www.moritthock.com/
http://www.chsli.org/
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www.hofstra.edu

calogerosgardencity.com

919 Franklin Avenue
Garden City, NY 11530

(516) 294-2922

Full Service Italian Restaurant 
ON/OFF PREMISE CATERING FOR ALL EVENTS
PRIVATE ROOM · MEDIA ROOM · COCKTAIL BAR

As your partner in the community, Fidelis Care is proud to
support the Hispanic Counseling Center’s 39th Annual Gala. 

We applaud the Counseling Center’s tireless efforts 
in Nassau County’s Latino communities, and look 

forward to continued partnership.

Best wishes for a memorable and successful 
event from your friends at Fidelis Care.

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

(1-888-343-3547) • TTY: 1-800-421-1220 
1-888-FIDELIS | fideliscare.org

MJG ConCepts InC. & the sCs InsuranCe aGenCy

Since 1988 we have specialized in Commercial Property, Casualty and Employee Benefits programming for Not-For-
Profit, Telecommunications, Staffing, Manufacturing, Engineering, Retail and Wholesale Distribution organizations. 

BUSINESS & PERSONAL INSURANCE
INDEPENDENT BROKERAGE SERVICES

WORLDWIDE COMMERCIAL PROPERTY & CASUALTY
CONSULTATIVE EMPLOYEE BENEFITS PROGRAMMING

ROBERT J. RIVERA
VICE - PRESIDENT

BRIVERA17@AOL.COM
(516) 695-4086

In Acknowledgement and Support of the  
HISPANIC COUNSELING CENTER  

for their Dedication and Commitment to their Mission

Best Wishes and Congratulations to this Year’s Honorees! 

http://www.hofstra.edu/
http://calogerosgardencity.com/
http://fideliscare.org/
mailto:BRIVERA17@aol.com
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www.interimhealthcare.com

If you have a passion for helping others, Interim HealthCare might have the right career 
opportunity for you. We have a variety of positions available for both home care assignments 
and facility staffing contract assignments. We offer competitive pay & benefits, flexible 
scheduling, free in-services and C.E.U.s. Our management team is exceptional and our staff 
is truly supportive! If you’re looking for a company that cares about their employees APPLY 
TODAY!

Congratulations to The Hispanic Counseling Center
and best wishes to all Honorees!

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside, NY 11361
(3 Blocks West of Cross 
Island Parkway)

ABIERTO LOS 7 DIAS
Tel: 718-423-0100
Fax: 718-423-0102

PARQUEO
GRATIS

REUNIONES
PERSONALES O

DE NEGOSIOS
(HASTA 250 PERSONAS)

ABIERTO PARA
ALUERZO Y CENA

Excelente Comida
Española

Su Anfitrión
el Sr. Cid

contact@marbella-restaurant.com
www.marbella-restaurant.com

“Un Toque de
España en Bayside”

Entretenimiento por et Arpista
Victor González

Viernes, Sábado y Domingo con Música
de todos los Estilos 

3 SALONES PARA TODA OCASION:
Boda, Showers, Graduaciones, Aniversarios, etc.
Experencia con un Toque Personal, Servicio deAcuerdo a sus Necesidades
Buffet ó Plato Servido en la Mesa para Cualquier Evento

The Mental Health Association of Nassau 
County, Inc. is proud to support the  

Hispanic Counseling Center’s  
39th Annual Gala 

Congratulations to the 2016 Honorees 

Cynthia Figueroa-Fretwell, MD, FACOG 

CareConnect 

Ms. Linda Mejias, Esq. 
 

And Special Honoree 

Henry Schein, Inc. 

Mental Health Association of Nassau County  
16 Main Street Hempstead, NY 11550  
(516) 489-2322  Fax: (516) 489-2784  

www.mhanc.org 

In support of the 
Hispanic Counseling Center 

in their perserverance to make a difference.

Best Wishes to all Honorees!

Congratulations to Gladys,  
HCC and all the Honorees  

for your endless dedication to the community.

You make the world a better place!!! 

Congratulations 2016 Honorees
All our best,
Stacy Eves

Nicholas A. Marino
Glen Rodriguez and

Heather Nathan

Attorneys at the Law Offices of
DERGARABEDIAN, NATHAN, 

MARINO & RODRIGUEZ
11 Clinton Avenue, Rockville Centre 

(516) 766-1619

Se Habla Español
www.dergarabedianlaw.com

Yvonne Maria Mowatt

http://www.interimhealthcare.com/
mailto:contact@marbella-restaurant.com
http://www.marbella-restaurant.com/
http://www.mhanc.org/
http://www.dergarabedianlaw.com/
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www.hempsteadford.net

Luis O. Herrera, M.D. FAAP
Pediatrics

Adolescent Medicine

Telephone
(516) 223-2900

Beeper (917) 461-9230

43 Church Street
Freeport, N.Y. 11520

BK FIRE SUPPRESSION 
& 

SECURITY SYSTEMS

826 Suffolk Avenue, Brentwood, NY
11717

(631)273-2010 · Fax (631) 273-2939

Loss Prevention Systems
Fire & Security Alarms

CCTV

Automatic Fire Sprinklers

Dry Chemical Systems

24-hr. Central Station Monitoring

Design & Install
Repairs, Test, Inspections

For personal service on Aflac’s benefits  plans 
please contact: 
 

Mr. Joaquin Pradas  
718-423-6000 Ext. 221 // Fax:  718-776-6614 

joaquin_pradas@us.aflac.com 

Congratulations to the  
Hispanic Counseling Center 

On their 
39th Annual  Gala  

and all of this evening's  most  
deserving  Honorees 

“ We’ve got you  
under our wing” 

301 NORTH FRANKLIN STREET •  HEMPSTEAD,  NY
INVENTARIO COMPLETO ONLINE: HEMPSTEADFORD.COM

(516) 483-7200

ATENDIENDO A LONG ISLAND POR MÁS DE 80 AÑOS.

HEMPSTEAD FORD LINCOLN

DMV# 1300012

Maintenance
Service & Repair

Modernization
Cab Relining

Elev. Installations
Lic. Inspection Agency

1108 DELMAR AVE.· FRANKLIN SQUARE, NEW YORK 11010
OFFICE: 516-354-5642 · SHOP: 516-483-3404 · FAX: 516-437-6952

Charles Celano
Long Island’s #1 Spanish Newspaper

www.noticiali.comW W W  .  N O T I C I A L I  .  C O M

NASSAU  ALLIANCE  FOR  ADDICTION  SERVICES

www.nassaualliance.org

For Immediate Help Call 
The Nassau County Drug and Alcohol Hotline

(24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week) 516-481-4000

NumasInc@aol.com
www.NumasFlorist.com

Est. 1980

Tel: 516-679-1717
Fax: 516-679-6796

1888 Wantagh Avenue
Wantagh, N.Y. 11793

Miguel Hernandez

http://www.hempsteadford.net/
mailto:joaquin_pradas@us.aflac.com
http://hempsteadford.com/
http://www.noticiali.com/
http://www.nassaualliance.org/
mailto:NumasInc@aol.com
http://www.numasflorist.com/
http://www.greatneckphotographers.com/
mailto:greatneckphoto@gmail.com
http://www.actioncoach.com/michealbreitman
mailto:ekohn@broadviewnet.com
mailto:michael%20breitman@actioncoach.com
http://www.manta.com/c/mmntyd5/elevator-refurbishing-corp


64 65

2 0 1 6 Gala Journal 

gala Coordinator
Nancy Iglesias-Gillen

Executive Consulatant & Coordinator

gala CHair

Nanette Malebranche
Managing Director
Big Apple District

art direCtor and designer
pHotgrapHY

Nancy Iglesias-Gillen
N Studios, Ltd.

SponsorsspeCial Honoree

Henry Schein

gold

Winthrop-University Hospital 

silVer

North Shore LIJ CareConnect
NY Digital Products

Bronze
Fed-EX

Executive
Lerner, Arnold & Winston, LLP
Taprogge America Corp.
Suffolk County National Bank

Corporate
Advanced Data Systems Corp.
Bethpage Federal Credit Union
Flushing Bank

Business

Carpet & Us
Connor Group
Duffy & Duffy, PLLC

supporter

Access to Health and Food Benefits  
Crest Hollow Country Club

Fat Guy Media
Gates Capital Corporation

LMN Printing
Nassau County Women's Bar Assoc.

The Black Oak Group
Traditional Air Conditioning

partner

Calageros Cucina Italiana
Catholic Health Services of LI

Eagle Sanitation, Inc.

friend

Aflac
BK Fire Suppression & Security Sys.

Dergarabedian, Nathan, Marino & Rodriguez
Dr. Luis Herrera

Hempstead Lincoln Mercury
Mental Health Assoc. of NC

Yvonne Maria Mowatt
Noticia

Vanek Trust

assoCiate

Action COACH of Metro NY
Broadview Networks

Elevator Refurbishing Corp.
Great Neck Photograhers

NAFAS
Numas Florist

Marcum Accountants . Advisors
NuHealth Long Island FQHC, Inc.

Tony Cuban Cucina 

Fidelis Care 
Hofstra University

Interim Health Care
Lehman Newman Flynn Vollaro 

Marbella Restaurant
MJG Concepts Inc. & 
The SCS Ins. Agency

Moritt Hock & Hamroff, LLP
Sign A Rama

The Zucker Hillside Hospital

Elizabeth Alford 

Blanca Alvayero                

Blum’s Swimwear & Intimate Apparel

Dr. Jose Romero Bosch

Claudia Boyle

Kim Brail

Michael R. Breitman

Calogero’s Restaurant

Rodolfo Chacon

Elizabeth Custodio                

Stacy Eves, ESQ. 

FedEx Express

Nancy Iglesias-Gillen  

Great Neck Photographers

George Grubb     

HCC Chemical Dependency Staff

HCC Mental Health Staff

HCC Respite Staff

HCC Teen Drop In Center Staff

Henry Holley 

The Hispanic Counseling Center would like to express their appreciation for the 
kindness, generosity, time and effort that each Raffle Donor 

contributed in making the event such a huge success. 

Thank You!
Hotel Indigo East End

Ingrid Izaguirre 

Thomas Jacoberger   

Lerner, Arnold & Winston, LLP  

Teresa Maestre               

Nanette Malebranche 

Geevarghese Mathai 

Merchants Hospitality Group

Mary Mirabito 

NY Digital Products

Oheka Castle    

Juju Quinnonez

Gladys Serrano

Seventh Street Cafe

Alice Soliwoda

Janet S. Stern, Esq.

Tsontos Furs            

Cheryl D.M.Vanek

Sonia Berrios Villanueva, MPA



http://www.nydigitalproducts.com/

