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Founded  by The Charles And Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation & 
The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC)

With the generous support of:

 Israel
Touching Lives, Transforming Communities

SAM and MINNIE Smorgon Family Foundation
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Bring together, under one roof, a variety of services
for abused and neglected children

To train and prepare the next generation of professionals, 
therapists and experts

To create cooperation and ongoing dialogue 
between the campus services: professional training; clinical treatment; service 

provision, support and protection for children and their families

To become the world's leading center for treatment 
and care of maltreated children

Hadassah Clinics
Occupational Therapy, Pediatrics, Dental 
Care, Child Neurology, Child Psychiatry

University
field work training, internships 
and academic research

Campus Services
The Schusterman Emergency Center, Beit Lynn, The Meital Center, 
The Shekel Treatment Center, The Ma’avarim department, The Israel National 
Council for the Child, Goshen Initiative and MSR Haruv Simulation Center.    

The Haruv Children's Campus – The Vision
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children are considered at risk  367,000
1

1of 5 children is maltreated2

8

5

7

3

Despite the large 
number of reports, child 
maltreatment is still highly 

under-reported

11% of reports of maltreatment 
were related to 

sexual abuse

6

4 15% of reports refer to 
immigrant children

Every fifth child 
who is reported as maltreated 

is a disabled child

Reports of neglect 
are more common in 

Israel’s periphery
3 of 4 children 
reported suffered 
maltreatment by their caregiver

Child maltreatment in Israel – Facts

Data sources: Ministry of Social Services and Social Affairs, Child & Youth Service,   Reports to Child Protection Officers and Their 
Responses: Summary of Findings 2016, 2015.Ministry of Social Services and Social Affairs, Child & Youth Service,   
Reports to Child Protection Officers and Their Responses: Summary of Findings 2016, 2015.
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“GOSHEN”

GOSHEN, a non-profit organization, works to promote the 
health and well-being of all children in the family and the 
community. GOSHEN does so by improving the ability of 
professionals to address the varied health needs of children; 
increasing the use of research-based knowledge, information 
and practice; and providing inter-disciplinary service and 
parental support through public advocacy – carried out in full 
cooperation with the spectrum of all relevant elements in the 
community.

The GOSHEN organization’s goal is to promote a new model 
of integrative work: health-education-welfare-community 
among medical professionals (pediatricians, family physicians 
and nurses), pre-school professional personnel, teachers and 
advisors in the educational system, and psychologists, welfare 
workers and social workers in the community.

In addition to the courses and seminars run by GOSHEN for 
pediatricians and family physicians, comprehensive seminars 
will also be offered to community doctors and pediatric interns, 
as well as seminars targeted at pre-school professionals and 
practical workshops for professionals covering a range of 
subjects.

GOSHEN will work jointly with social organizations and 
government ministries towards changing policies in fields 
relevant to children, to facilitate providing comprehensive 
inter-disciplinary services that address health, educational and 
emotional issues and all the family needs that children require.

Directors: Dr. Manuel Katz And Prof. Eitan Kerem
TelFax: 02-6285891 | Email: info@goshen.org.il

mailto:info@goshen.org.il
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THE MEITAL CENTER 

THE MEITAL CENTER FOR TREATMENT OF CHILD & YOUTH 
VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ABUSE IN JERUSALEM

is a service offered free of charge to all families in need of 
help .The service is funded by the Ministry of Welfare and the 
municipalities’ social service departments and is operated by 
Bayit L'Kol Yeled B'Yisrael (A Home for Every Child in Israel).

Treatment is offered to children and youth up to the age of 
eighteen who have suffered sexual abuse, and to their families, 
residents of Jerusalem and environs. The treatment program 
includes consistent parental guidance, in order to provide 
the parents – and through them, the entire family – with the 
support they need.

The staff therapists hold masters’ degrees in the different 
therapeutic disciplines, are skilled in treating children and 
youth and receive ongoing training and supervision in treating 
child victims of sexual abuse. The staff includes therapists, 
both men and women, from different sectors of the population, 
thus enabling cultural sensitivity to the needs of the different 
population groups.

Treatment is available at the Meital Center at the Haruv 
Campus, Mt. Scopus; at its southern branch in Talpiot; in Beit 
Shemesh and the Binyamin regional zone.

Director: Merav Sabban
Tel: 02-6333352 | Email: meitalcenter@bily.org.il

mailto:meitalcenter@bily.org.il
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Toni Eliashar SHEKEL 
Therapeutic Center

SHEKEL is a non-profit organization. It is the leading facility 
in Israel integrating people with special needs into the general 
community. SHEKEL has established and operates a series 
of services and support networks that include a Living in the 
Community program, rehabilitative and supported employment 
programs, projects in the special education framework, 
enrichment and leisure time programs, accessibility promotion, 
psychological-emotional treatment and more.

Toni Eliashar SHEKEL Therapeutic Center  for victims of abuse 
Operating on campus treats individuals who suffered sexual 
or physical violence. The unit applies a range of intervention 
methods, which include identifying the therapeutic needs of the 
victim and creating a treatment program for him and his family, 
parental guidance and providing tools for understanding and 
coping with the needs of the children and the family, following 
the abusive event the child has experienced.

The center employs a wide range of therapeutic tools: verbal 
discussion, play therapy, art therapy, etc. 

The center will provide training and assistance to the teams 
who promote the victim’s integration via employment, 
residence and leisure activities.

The center provides assistance to people with disabilities of 
all kinds and from all sectors of the population, and to the 
family members and professionals in the field. The center has 
a professional multidisciplinary staff that specializes in treating 
people with special needs, victims of violence and trauma, and 
with specialization in sexual-social education.

Director: Yael Stern-Gordon
Tel: 02-6711710 | Fax: 02-6711714
Email: traumacenter@shekel.org.il

Community Services 
for People with Special Needs 

mailto:traumacenter@shekel.org.il
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THE SCHUSTERMAN EMERGENCY      
CENTER FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES

The Schusterman Center was established in 1992 as the first 
emergency center in Israel. The Center addresses the needs 
of at-risk and vulnerable children up to the age of fourteen, 
victims of emotional, physical and sexual abuse and/or 
continual severe neglect.

The Center focuses on the needs of the child and his family as 
a whole, in the aim to help the child and his or her parents deal 
with the trauma and create a functional change in the family, 
in an effort to ensure as much as possible the child’s continued 
placement within his family.

The Center operates two units: The Internal Unit absorbs 
children placed by court order and provides full dormitory 
accommodations. It serves as a temporary transitional location 
for children who reside there for several months and attend 
the Center’s school as well.

The Therapeutic-Consultation Unit operates as a clinic. It 
provides treatment for children and parents in whose family 
abuse and/or neglect were identified, yet could allow for the 
child to remain at home.

The Center, together with the Ministry of Welfare and the 
Jerusalem Municipality, is a joint municipal and regional service 
and is operated by Bayit L'Kol Yeled B'Yisrael (A Home for Every 
Child in Israel). The Center has a multidisciplinary staff that 
includes social workers, psychologists, a psychiatrist, special-
education teachers, educational-therapeutic counselors and 
National Service volunteers

Director:  Ofir Murad

Tel: 02-6712030 | Fax: 02-6711997 
Email: schusti@bily.org.il

The Schusterman Emergency Center for Children and Families

mailto:schusti@bily.org.il
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Child Advocacy Center - BIET LYNN

Child Advocacy Center - BIET LYNN – Protection for Children & 
Youth in Jerusalem, is one of seven protection centers operating 
throughout Israel. This service, the first to be established in Israel 
in 2000, provides initial assistance to children and youth (up to 
the age of eighteen) who are victims of sexual, physical and 
emotional abuse and severe neglect, as well as to minors with 
sexually abusive behavior (up to the age of 12). The Center is 
run by EFSHAR, a non-profit organization for the development 
of welfare and educational services.

The Center provides the minor and his or her family with a 
process of initial support, diagnosis, investigation and decision-
making in a short time period, from a holistic viewpoint and with 
a focus on the minor’s best interests.

The Center works in close cooperation with a multidisciplinary 
staff: a social worker trained in juvenile law, a child protective 
investigator, a police youth investigator, a pediatrician, a 
representative of the Attorney General’s Office and the Center’s 
director.

In addition to the benefits of significant initial intervention, this 
path of action spares the minor and his family bureaucratic 
procedures that require multiple interviews and examinations, 
in various locations and over a long time period, and enables 
curtailing the time spent on investigations and helping the 
police gather evidence in real time.

Director: Shosh Turjeman
Tel: 02-6448844 | fax: 02-6421374 
Email: hagana@hagana.org.il

mailto:hagana@hagana.org.il
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 “MA'AVARIM” 

“MA'AVARIM” is a department in the Community Services 
Administration of the Jerusalem Municipality’s Welfare Branch, 
which provides the city’s residents with family and marriage 
counseling and therapy. Its staff includes social workers, 
parental coordinators, family and marriage counselors, etc.

The department operates a Court Procedure Unit that 
accompanies families in divorce procedures, subject to judicial 
orders to submit an opinion and recommendations pertaining 
to custody and visitation issues. In addition, professional 
opinion is provided regarding the need to appoint a guardian 
for a ward with a background of mental disturbance or illness. 
This unit provides assistance in other areas as well, such as 
marriage of a minor, paternity tests, name change, requests for 
immigration, etc.

The Treatment Unit includes the Parent-Child Visitation 
Centers – a protective professional framework where parent-
child meetings take place under supervision, in situations of 
conflict in the family, separation, divorce or violence and risk. 
The unit also offers treatment to couples and families who seek 
to improve their marital relationship and/or parenting and to 
parents interested in improving their parental communication, 
following separation or divorce, in order to strengthen their 
parental commitment and responsibilities, while looking out 
for the minors’ best interests.

Director: Zahala Bokere
Email: shorit@jerusalem.muni.il

mailto:shorit@jerusalem.muni.il
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MSR HARUV  

The JERUSALEM BRANCH of the ISRAEL CENTER FOR 
MEDICAL SIMULATION

During the past decade we have witnessed the growing trend 
of using medical simulation for training and assessment in 
the medical professions. This trend has increased especially 
in response to growing demands to reduce human error in 
medicine and introduce a culture of Patient Safety. Following 
the success of this teaching tool, its use has spread to other 
disciplines as well, with emphasis on the communication skills 
of professionals, especially those who come in contact with 
maltreated children and their families.

The field of simulation includes a wide variety of teaching and 
assessment techniques, all of which are based on creating a 
virtual and controlled environment that facilitates structured 
and reliable learning, accompanied by documentation, 
debriefing and giving immediate feedback to the trainees. The 
wide range of simulation methods includes the use of “clients” 
(actors), enabling the trainee to experience scenarios relevant 
to his specific professional world.

MSR, Israel’s Center for Medical Simulation, is the first center 
of its kind in Israel and in the world and has been operating at 
the Sheba Medical Center since its establishment in 2002. With 
the opening of the Haruv Campus for Children-at-Risk at Mt. 
Scopus, MSR and Haruv will open a simulation center in the 
fields of welfare and medicine. The Center will focus mainly 
on training and improving communication skills in the areas of 
welfare and violence against children. 

Director: Prof. Amitai Ziv
Email: msr.jerusalem@sheba.health.gov.il

mailto:msr.jerusalem@sheba.health.gov.il
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ISRAEL NATIONAL COUNCIL 
FOR THE CHILD

The Israel National Council for the Child has been active for 
the past three decades in protecting the children of Israel 
and promoting their safety, well-being and their rights. The 
uniqueness of the Council is in its integration of assistance to 
individuals in distress with activism towards policy change. 

Through its modus operandi, the Council successfully achieves 
results that impact on the lives of hundreds of thousands of 
Israeli children and, furthermore, is responsible, via the Center 
for the Child and the Law, for over ninety new laws that 
have become part of the legislation. The Council funds the 
Ombudsman for Children and Youth and handles nearly 8,000 
grievances annually. The Center also runs the Child Victim 
Assistance Program, through which the Center escorts children 
who are victims of violence and sexual offences through the 
legal and rehabilitative procedures. In addition, the Council 
promotes the “MeHalev” initiative, towards the early detection 
and prevention of child abuse, as well as the “It’s In Your 
Hands” initiative for prevention of  Shaken Baby Syndrome.

Furthermore, the Council is involved in systematically gathering 
data and publishing its annual statistical report, ‘Children in 
Israel’, a mandatory tool for formulating policies and action 
plans to improve the condition of children in all aspects of life.

Executive Director: Vered Windman, Attorney-At-Law
Tel: 02-6780606 | Fax: 02-6790606 
Email: ncc@children.org.il

The organizations operating on campus

mailto:ncc@children.org.il
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About the Campus

The Haruv Children’s Campus is a unique and innovative initiative, the first of its kind in 
Israel and in the world, which brings together, under one roof, a variety of services for 
abused and neglected children. This initiative is led by the Haruv Institute in association 
with the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and through the generous support of the 
The Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation and The American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee (JDC).

The campus, located at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem at Mt. Scopus, provides a 
holistic approach to child victims of maltreatment, with the aim to fortify the treatment 
currently offered by creating synergy between the various services treating these 
children: a children’s emergency center, a child protection center (Beit Lynn), The 
MEITAL Center - a treatment center for child victims of sexual abuse, Israel  National 
Council for the Child, the Toni Eliashar SHEKEL Therapeutic  Center, Ma’avarim - the 
Jerusalem Center for Family and Marriage Counselling, the MSR Center for Social 
Simulation and the Goshen Initiative.

The collaborations formed on campus will promote mutual enrichment and professional 
enhancement of the therapeutic services, improve the accessibility of these services and 
enable comprehensive and innovative professional treatment to the abused children, 
while addressing all their needs.

Cooperation between clinical and therapeutic services and child advocacy services, 
together with on-site research and professional training for doctors, psychiatrists, 
psychologists, lawyers, social workers and occupational therapists, will contribute 
greatly to the efficiency of each of the partners, creating a whole that is greater than the 
sum of its parts. A holistic approach coupled with unique treatment methods will create 
a new profession of multidisciplinary treatment for child victims of abuse and neglect.

Much thought was invested in planning and designing the campus, taking into 
consideration the needs of the children, their families and the professionals working 
at the Campus. Throughout the campus calming elements have been introduced, 
such as flowing water, gardens, play areas created from natural materials and seating 
areas providing quiet, private corners throughout. The interior spaces have colorful 
play rooms, pleasant work areas, and a school and kindergarten for children at the 
emergency center.

This unique campus will lead ground-breaking processes and offer opportunities for 
achieving real change in the areas of research, prevention, treatment and training. As an 
innovative model, the campus will serve as a magnet, attracting the finest researchers, 
professionals and students from Israel and abroad. Its contribution towards generating 
knowledge to improve the services offered to child victims of abuse will enable the 
formation of a progressive training network for professionals working with abused and 
neglected children.
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finest in the world, and with the Hadassah Medical Center – also one of the leading 
medical facilities in the world. I have no doubt that only good can grow out of 
such partnerships.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped us reach this 
moment. First and foremost, I wish to thank Mrs. Lynn Schusterman, without whose 
initiative and support we could not have opened this Campus. A special thanks is 
extended to our many partners along the way – the Charles and Lynn Schusterman 
Foundation, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem, the Wohl Foundation, the Municipality of Jerusalem, the 
National Insurance Institute, the Sam and Minnie Smorgon Family Foundation and 
the Anne and Henry Zarrow Foundation.

I foster great hopes that the Haruv Children’s Campus will indeed affect a genuine 
change via the creation of new standards of excellence and quality in the domain of 
identification, diagnosis and treatment of children, victims of abuse and neglect.

Here is to our future success!

Prof. Asher Ben-Arieh, Director
The Haruv Institute
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Opening Remarks

Dear Friends,

As someone who has devoted most of his professional life to the 
forgotten children -victims of abuse or neglect - I am honored 
and deeply moved to open the Haruv Children's Campus.

The Haruv Institute was founded ten years ago with the aim of 
improving the services our society offers these children, continually 
educating the professional workers in this field, breaking new 

ground and encouraging innovation and creativity – all this for children who have 
suffered abuse and neglect.

The abuse and neglect of children occurs in all sectors of society. We know today
that one out of every five children was abused or neglected in early childhood. We
know that this has far-reaching destructive consequences on the well-being of
those children today, on their chances for normal growth and development and on
their well-being in the future – as adults.

Today, the wide range of services addressing this phenomenon are scattered, 
uncoordinated and, in many cases, insensitive to the children's needs. In too many 
cases, services are offered in venues that are not child-friendly, do not respect the 
child and to a great extent are unsuitable.

The professional population working in this field suffers from an extremely heavy 
work load. They work under poor conditions and suffer from a sense of isolation and 
secondary trauma.

With this in mind, the call for change has been heard. There are many professionals
who have dreamed of providing services to abused and neglected children. Many 
have dreamed of breaking the isolation, and many others have dreamed of providing, 
under one roof, a range of services, working cooperatively, thus creating a whole 
that is greater than the sum of its parts.

The Haruv Children’s Campus is the realization of all these dreams. The Campus 
facilitates innovative cooperation among a wide range of services offered to 
maltreated children, and provides a holistic response to all of their various needs. 

The Campus enables meetings, discussions and mutual consultation among the 
different professional sectors and, most importantly, lets them know they are not 
alone.  It links the very best services available to abused and neglected children 
with the Hebrew University of Jerusalem – Israel’s leading university and one of the 
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