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MATCH OFFICIALS

2 www.irishfa.com

http://www.irishfa.com/


PRESIDENT’S

  WELCOME

I am sure there will be a number of people with 

and I extend a warm welcome to everyone.

full international level and an opportunity to forge 
new friendships for our respective associations.
It is also a great opportunity for both management 
teams to get some match practice in advance of 
important competitive games later in the month.

preparation for the FIFA Confederations Cup 
tournament in Russia and the Northern Ireland 

night when they will seek to build on the excellent 
win over Norway at the end of March.

Antrim.

has been high and the response positive to the 

On behalf of the Irish Football Association it gives me great 

Zealand FA to the National Football Stadium in Belfast for this 

evening's Vauxhall international friendly game.

numbers to support the team.

past and now it is the turn of the All Whites to play 
a full international here. I do hope that the travelling 
party enjoy their time in Northern Ireland and take 
home lasting memories of their visit.
At the March game against Norway the 
Association was to present Aaron Hughes with 

international but an injury necessitated Aaron 
returning to his club. 

great servant to Northern Ireland football and 

just prior to kick-off.

David J Martin
President
Irish Football Association
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The medical team who look after Northern Ireland’s senior international 

squad have received a top award for their work at the Euros last summer.

The team were recognised ahead of other home 

personnel in professional football.

his medical colleagues and the wider team who 
look after the senior Northern Ireland players.
He said: “This award is great for all the hard work 

of us and everything went so well. 

medical community with an award like this and on 
behalf of the medical staff I would like to thank all 
association staff who helped us prepare for the 

Ferguson.”
Head Physiotherapist Caroline Woods received the 
award at a glittering ceremony at the Radisson Blu 

She also heaped praise on the day-to-day work of 
the team. She said: “It is nice for the medical side 
of things to get recognition. We are a small team 

the performance of the team but from a medical 

from the competition.”
Words: Peter Gilpin

The Northern Ireland medical team with their Football Medical Association 

award for exceptional achievement. They are (from left) physiotherapist Neil 

McCullough, sports scientist Paul Walsh, Head Doctor Dr David White, Head 

Physiotherapist Caroline Woods, physiotherapist Darren McMaster and Head 

of Sports Science Dr Richard McCann.
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MANAGER’S

      VIEW

challenge match is probably not as important as 

is going to be vital in the preparation for the World 

Recently we have built up an enviable record here 

all are aware that we want to go into our autumn 
programme with our solid home form intact.

interesting challenge for us. Not only is the game 
a vital part of our preparation for the World Cup 

played for a few weeks following the completion 

yourself against unusual opposition.

that for them - as they make their way to the 
Confederations Cup tournament in Russia - tonight 
is just as important.

It is a cliché, and one often repeated 

by managers and coaches, that the 

next match is the most important.

Our focus will always be to win all of our matches 

if I said this match will not be played with one eye 
on what we need in Baku next week. 
There are few enough international dates and most 
are taken up with the strenuous business of trying 

on trying to make the most of the opportunities 

preparation perspective and from the chances 
that such games give to players. I trust that we will 

fans. You have been behind us every step of the 
way and everything that the team achieves is 
doubly satisfying when we can see your support 
and reaction.
I can assure you that we are all focused on 
providing even more memorable nights here at the 
stadium.
Thanks for your continued support..
Michael O’Neill
Northern Ireland Manager
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  GOOD

EVENING

ever full international between our countries and 
we wish them good luck in the FIFA Confederations 
Cup in Russia later this month. Perhaps they can 
pave the way for ourselves to make an extended 
trip to Russia next summer!
For Michael O'Neill this game is a key part of his 

Many of our players will have ended their 
competitive season a few weeks ago so the 
training camps we have had in the lead-up to this 

having the players in peak condition in Baku. 
It has been a busy season for us at the Irish 

the rebuild of the National Football Stadium back 

Heritage Centre in March. 

to meet anyone who hasn't enjoyed the experience. 

your luck against Pat Jennings from the penalty 
spot?
The latest additions to the supporter experience at 
the stadium are the refreshment kiosks where food 

Welcome to the National Football Stadium at Windsor Park for the

Vauxhall International Challenge match against New Zealand.

- brand new today - the automated turnstile gates 
where your tickets are electronically scanned to 
allow entry to the ground. 
Whenever we go abroad for internationals or 

Scotland we take all of these stadium facilities for 
granted so it is nice to have them now as part of our 
own supporter offering.

and now it is only 67 days to the opening game 
here at the National Football Stadium. We will know 
who we play against in this and our other group 

place at Belfast City Hall. Tickets for all games are 
available now via Ticketmaster.

we look forward to seeing you here again for the 

Patrick Nelson
Chief Executive
Irish Football Association
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  SPONSOR’S

WELCOME

We know that the support given to the team in 
recent years will continue during this summer and 
into the autumn as Northern Ireland bid to reach 
the biggest football stage of all: the World Cup 
Finals.
The achievements in France last summer will live 

step along the way as the players do their best to 
emulate that feat in this campaign.

Tonight’s match at the National Football Stadium at Windsor Park 

sees Michael O’Neill’s side face a friendly against New Zealand in 

senior international level.

The National Football Stadium at Windsor Park 
crowd can make the difference and we have no 
doubt that you will show your great support to 

conversation.

content, visit vauxhallfootball.co.uk.

OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PARTNER OF THE IFA
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NORTHERN IRELAND 2
Ward (2'), Washington (33') 

NORWAY 0

2018 WORLD CUP 
EUROPEAN QUALIFYING 
GROUP C
26.03.2017
National Football Stadium  
at Windsor Park, Belfast
Attendance 18,161

STATS

1 McGovern

20 Cathcart

4 McAuley

5 Evans

16 Norwood

2 McLaughlin

8 Davis

11 Brunt

14 Dallas

19 Ward

9 Washington

Substitutes
3 Lafferty D

6 Hodson

7 McGinn

10 Lafferty K

12 Mannus

15 Boyce

17 Lund

18 Paton

21 McLaughlin

22 Flanagan

1 Jarstein

14 Elabdellaoui

3 Hovland

5 Valsvik

2 Skjelvik

6 Nordtveit

8 Johansen

18 Elyounoussi

7 King

11 Elyounoussi

9 Søderlund

Substitutes
4 Reginiussen

10 Konradsen

12 Nyland

13 Berge

15 Møller Dæhli

16 Svensson

17 Hedenstad

19 Berisha

20 Diomande

21 Semb Berge

22 Hansen

23 Berget

TEAMS

POSSESSION
43 57

SHOTS
10 7

SHOTS ON TARGET
3 4

CORNERS

4 2

FOULS
6 12

http://www.irishfa.com/
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50 AND 
COUNTING…
Prior to kick-off in the Norway 
game Irish FA President 

Kyle Lafferty with special 
commemorative caps to 

appearances for Northern 
Ireland.
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THIS IS
NOT A CAR.

THIS IS
NEW INSIGNIA.

Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/ 
42.2 (6.7), Extra-urban: 65.7 (4.3), Combined: 54.3 (5.2). CO2 emissions: 136g/km.#
Model shown Insignia Grand Sport Elite Nav 2.0 170PS Turbo D. Dark Moon Blue Metallic Paint, VXR Styling Pack and 20” Five Twin-Spoke Alloy Wheels 
subject to mobile network coverage and availability. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with 
conditions and other non-technical factors. General Motors UK Limited t/a Vauxhall Motors reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at 

THE NORTHERN IRELAND TEAM SPONSOR



100km) and CO2 emissions (g/km). Insignia Grand Sport Elite Nav 2.0 170PS Turbo D: Urban: 

all optional at extra cost. OnStar services require activation and account with OnStar Europe Ltd. Charges apply after applicable trial period. All services 
the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road 
any point in time. Correct at time of going to print.
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ROY 
CARROLL
GOALKEEPER

Age Caps Goals

Club
St Johnstone

ALAN 
MANNUS
GOALKEEPER

Age Caps Goals

Club

Glasgow Rangers

LEE 
HODSON
DEFENDER

Age Caps Goals

Club

Heart of Midlothian

AARON 
HUGHES
DEFENDER

Age
37

Caps Goals

Club

Fleetwood Town

CONOR 
McLAUGHLIN
DEFENDER

Age Caps Goals

Club

West Bromwich Albion

CHRIS 
BRUNT
DEFENDER

Age Caps
57

Goals

Club
West Bromwich Albion

GARETH 
McAULEY
DEFENDER

Age
37

Caps Goals

Club
West Bromwich Albion

JONNY 
EVANS
DEFENDER

Age Caps Goals

Club

NORTHERN IRELAND SQUAD

Norwich City

MICHAEL 
McGOVERN
GOALKEEPER

Age Caps Goals

Club

Watford

CRAIG 
CATHCART
DEFENDER

Age Caps
33

Goals

Club

DANIEL 
LAFFERTY
DEFENDER

Age Caps Goals

Club

ADAM 
THOMPSON
DEFENDER

Age Caps Goals

Club

http://www.irishfa.com/
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Burton Albion

TOM 
FLANAGAN
DEFENDER

Age Caps Goals

Club

STUART 
DALLAS
MIDFIELDER

Age Caps Goals

Club

Southampton

STEVEN 
DAVIS
MIDFIELDER

Age Caps Goals

Club
Aberdeen

NIALL
McGINN
MIDFIELDER

Age Caps Goals
3

Club

Brighton & Hove Albion

OLIVER 
NORWOOD
MIDFIELDER

Age Caps Goals

Club

KYLE
LAFFERTY
FORWARD

Age Caps Goals

Club
Charlton Athletic

JOSH 
MAGENNIS
FORWARD

Age Caps Goals

Club

St Johnstone

PAUL 
PATON
MIDFIELDER

Age Caps
3

Goals

Club
Millwall

SHANE 
FERGUSON
MIDFIELDER

Age Caps Goals

Club

Accrington Stanley

SHAY 
McCARTAN
FORWARD

Age Caps Goals

Club

Oldham Athletic

RYAN 
McLAUGHLIN
DEFENDER

Age Caps Goals

Club

Burton Albion

MATTHEW 
LUND
MIDFIELDER

Age Caps Goals

Club
Ross County

LIAM 
BOYCE
FORWARD

Age Caps Goals

Club

http://www.irishfa.com/
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Twelve months on from starring in Northern 

League.

international boss Michael O'Neill was a fresh

With Northern Ireland also in the midst of targeting 

look forward to in the months ahead.

“It's an incredible achievement because it's getting 
harder to get into the Premier League from the 

“To go back in pre-season as a Premier League 

management team and players have worked so 
hard for.

“We'll be underdogs next season but I'm used to 

that has been the underdog before and we have 
achieved great things.

togetherness we have at Brighton why we can't 
stay in the Premier League.

We just have to make it work.
“The likes of Burnley and Bournemouth have gone 
up in recent seasons and stayed in the Premier 

“They have spent some money - you have to - but 
not the millions and millions the big boys have 
spent and they have managed to sustain their 

Northern Ireland have made to their World Cup 

Oliver Norwood plans to continue blending folklore with football as 

he prepares for one of the most exciting years of his career.

www.irishfa.com 19
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Nominate Your 
Grassroots Heroes

We reward and recognise thousands of 
grassroots football volunteers who serve 
their communities across the UK.

To nominate your #grassrootsheroes, visit 
mcdonalds.co.uk/communityawards

http://mcdonalds.co.uk/communityawards


their group behind runaway leaders Germany.

of sealing a runners-up berth and potential play-
off route to Russia will increase.
Norwood said: “We're in a good position and to 

“At the start of the campaign we spoke about 

possible.”

Ireland conclude their campaign with two double 
headers in September and October against San 

said Norwood. “If we can get three points from 

games - which is do-able - could be enough to see 
us take second place.”

added: “I think it's a good game for us heading 

“It'll be tough but it will also be a nice test for us 
at home in front of our fans who will be there in 
good numbers.”
Words: Darren Fullerton, Daily Mirror

Position 
Midfielder

Date Of Birth 
12.04.1991

Place Of Birth 
Burnley

Height 
180cm 

Weight 
76kg

M
ID

F
IE

LD

Caps 
44 

Goals 
0

CLUBS
Manchester United 0

Carlisle United (loan) 6

Scunthorpe United (loan) 15

Coventry City (loan) 

Huddersfield Town 80

Reading 81

Brighton & Hove Albion 21

12S
Q

U
A

D
 N

O

CLUB RECORD

INTERNATIONAL
RECORD

16S
Q

U
A

D
 N

O

Debut
10.08.2010  

v Montenegro 

(A) Lost 0-2

OLIVER  
NORWOOD

Northern Ireland U19 7

Northern Ireland U21 11 

Northern Ireland B 1
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Since losing 4-2 to Portugal in a World 

2013 Northern Ireland have lost just one of 
their subsequent 12 internationals at the 

have ended in victory and two in draws, 
with the only defeat coming against Croatia 
in a friendly last November. Impressively 
Michael O’Neill’s charges have scored 23 
goals, conceding just six.

The top Northern Ireland scorers in England and 
Scotland during 2016-17 were:

 (Ross County) 24 in 40 games
 (Accrington Stanley) 15 in 46 games

 (Aberdeen) 13 in 50 games
 (Accrington Stanley) 11 in 39 games

Words: Marshall Gillespie         DID YOU

  KNOW?
this evening it will be their 650th goal in international 
competition since 1882. 

1st goal Samuel Johnston v Wales (a) Feb 1882
50th Andy Turner v Wales (a) Feb 1896
100th Billy Gillespie v England (h) Feb 1913
150th Jimmy Dunne v England (a) Oct 1930
200th Billy Simpson v France (h) May 1951
250th Billy Bingham v Wales (a) April 1960
300th Derek Dougan v Scotland (h) Oct 1965
350th Tommy Cassidy v Scotland (a) May 1974
400th Ian Stewart v West Germany (h) Nov 1982
450th Alan McDonald v Faroe Islands (h) Sep 1991
500th James Quinn v Belgium (h) Feb 1997
550th Warren Feeney v Azerbaijan (h) Sep 2005
600th Paddy McCourt v Faroe Islands (h) Aug 2011

Manager Michael O’Neill has 
used a total of 21 players in 

Cup qualifying games to date. 
Four of those players have 
played every minute of the 
campaign. They are; skipper 
Steven Davis, the West Brom 
defensive duo of Jonny Evans 
and Gareth McAuley and 
goalkeeper Michael McGovern. 
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Northern Ireland have 
only previously played one 
game on home soil on 2 
June which was back in 
2001 when Bulgaria were 
the visitors to Belfast for 
a World Cup qualifying 
game. Unfortunately they 
left Windsor Park with 
a 1-0 victory thanks to 
a second half goal from 
Georgi Ivanov. 

Kyle Lafferty became 
the 27th substitute to 
come on and score in an 
international match for 
Northern Ireland when 
he found the net twice in 
the 4-0 victory over San 
Marino at the National 
Stadium last October. He 

ever substitute to score 
twice in the same match.  

Thirteen of Kyle Lafferty’s 
20 international goals for his 
country have been scored 
at Windsor Park, with 10 of 
them notched in front of the 
GAWA seated at the Kop/
West end of the stadium. 
Perhaps surprisingly only 
one has been a header, 
which came in the 2-1 Euro 
2016 success over Finland 
in March 2015. 

Striker Liam Boyce scored more 
domestic goals than any other 
Northern Ireland player in England and 
Scotland during 2016-17. His tally of 
23 in the Scottish Premiership (24 in all 
competitions) made him the league’s 
leading scorer, two ahead of Celtic’s 
Scott Sinclair. 

The 47 goals Northern Ireland have 
scored during Michael O’Neill’s reign 
as boss have been spread among no 
fewer than 16 players. Leading the 
way is, of course, Kyle Lafferty with a 
very healthy 12 goals. 
The full list is:
Kyle Lafferty 12 in 30 games 
Gareth McAuley 7 in 36
Steven Davis 5 in 42
Jamie Ward 4 in 29
Niall McGinn 3 in 34
Martin Paterson 3 in 10
Conor Washington 3 in 10
Craig Cathcart 2 in 24 
David Healy 1 in 4
Dean Shiels 1 in 5
Will Grigg 1 in 10
Stuart Dallas 1 in 19
Chris Brunt 1 in 21
Conor McLaughlin 1 in 23 
Josh Magennis 1 in 24
Shane Ferguson 1 in 29

Skipper Steven Davis has played in 42 of Michael 
O’Neill’s 45 games in charge of Northern Ireland, 
more than any other player. The Southampton 

has come on as a substitute twice. In total he 

four of them at the National Football Stadium at 
Windsor Park. 
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UNDISPUTED
KING OF TRAINERS

GET THE JD APP NOW



Time to celebrate… Jonny Evans is congratulated by team-mates 

There are some things which still, despite my grey hair and 

ancientness, bring a tear to my eye and make the hairs rise on the

back of my neck and goosebumps appear on my arms. 

You know the sort of thing… a dramatic and 

the smell of the roast turkey on its removal from 

Bridge Over Troubled Water.

I think. There might be less rushing around and a 

wonderfulness.

What does all that have to do with Northern Ireland 

a new born lamb and the thumping rock intro to 

Ireland international goals.

wildly. 

   THESE ARE 

THE BEAUTIFUL THINGS
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Another beauty… Stuart Dallas scores for Northern Ireland in an 

international friendly against Qatar in May 2015 at Gresty Road, 

home of Crewe Alexandra.

There can be few more beautiful things than the 

heroes whirling away to jump on top of each other.

great beauty and a thing to bring tears to the most 
hard-hearted.

just needed to turn up and we knew goals were on 
the menu. 
We have been spoiled in our recent past with goals 
nearly always coming at the National Stadium 

second place to the world champions and play-off 

Cup next summer.

huge importance and the conversations ebb and 

are entitled to hold the views we do. 
There are just a few exceptions to the rule. When 

for our wee country. 
The other exception is perhaps more dramatic. In 

remember that only one person in the debate has 

myself. 
So back to the enjoyment and appreciation of 

With all due respect to our friends from the other 

Words: William Campbell
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BROADBAND
CLOUD

gold solutions partnerTotal Communications Partner of the Year

The new name in 
Northern Ireland 
business telecoms 
is Onecom.

onecom.co.uk
02890 02 00 30

Official communications 
partner of the Irish FA

http://onecom.co.uk/


  NEW ZEALAND

THE COACH

Luton Town. 

lower league soccer.

mark on the world game. Appointed head coach of 

was the youngest professional head coach in the 

to coach Tottenham Hotspur Reserves.

Conference Premier club Newport County and 

He then worked under Argentinian coach Gabriel 

Madrid and Jose Mourinho and later with Marcelo 

appointed manager of the Bahrain national team and 

At 36 years and 98 days old, Anthony Hudson 

Cup history when he leads out the All Whites 

for the opening match against Russia at the 

2017 tournament later this month

The following year he began to show his prowess 

rankings.

won the Oceanic Confederation Nations Cup in June 

a penalty shootout against Papua New Guinea. 

forthcoming Confederations Cup in Russia. 

coach with special responsibility for the New 

captain Ryan Nelsen said the team had gone up a 
level under Hudson and he had "never seen New 

in Group A of the third stage of Oceania World Cup 

Words: Roy Kitson

www.irishfa.com 29

http://www.irishfa.com/


THE KEEPER 

Colombia where he made two appearances.

Hudson to play a friendly against South Korea. And he made his debut in the match in 

goal of the game.

A KEY DEFENDER 

the return game.

TOMMY 
SMITH
DEFENDER

Age Caps Goals

Club Ipswich Town

THE KIWI MESSI 

in Germany with VfB Stuttgart where a foot injury hindered his progress and saw him 

MARCO 
ROJAS
MIDFIELDER

Age Caps Goals
5

Club Melbourne Victory
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    NEW ZEALAND

PLAYERS TO WATCH
Words: Roy Kitson

STEFAN 
MARINOVIC
GOALKEEPER

Age Caps Goals

Club 

http://www.irishfa.com/


MIDFIELD SCHEMER  

season but suffered an injury during a match against Ajax and missed much of the 
campaign.

back in March.

RYAN 
THOMAS
MIDFIELDER

Age Caps Goals

Club 

STAR STRIKER  

league goals and was named in the Championship team of the season.

draw against Paraguay.

Honduras. 

the penalty spot. He missed the return in Wellington with a back injury. A key man for 

CHRIS 
WOOD
FORWARD

Age Caps Goals

Club 

VETERAN FRONTMAN  
be a vital cog in the present team with his know-how and skill. 

Wellington Phoenix in the Australian A League. He was voted Oceania Footballer of the 

Wellington Phoenix before he joined Borneo FC in Indonesia last month.

SHANE 
SMELTZ
FORWARD

Age
35

Caps Goals

Club Borneo FC 
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Association football has traditionally been 

the poor relation of rugby in New Zealand.

for space on the sports pages when up against 

international matches compared to the famous All 
Blacks rugby union superstars.

representative matches between the major towns 

succession.

currently play in the Australian A League.

tournament in Russia where they will play the host 

Next summer the All Whites are hoping to return 
to Russia for the World Cup Finals but will have 
to navigate their way through a couple of play-off 
games later this year for that to become a reality.
New Zealand and the World Cup

and began to play friendlies against Australia 

play-off victory against China. 

Steve Wooddin grabbing their goals.

defeating Bahrain in a play-off. 

But the highlight for the Kiwis came in their next 
game when reigning world champions Italy were 
the opponents.
The game saw the All Whites take the lead 

The Italians continued to pile forward but the Kiwis 

particular.

to lose a match in the tournament.
Words: Roy Kitson
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match at the Oval in Belfast.
It was effectively a Northern Ireland B team which 

would go on to make his senior international debut 

country in a glittering career - and play at two World 
Cup Finals.
Also included in the team that faced the touring 

captain.

striker Brian Quinn.

Words: Nigel Tilson

WE’VE BEEN HERE BEFORE

      WELL, SORT OF…

Northern Ireland have never met New Zealand at full international level before this 

evening. However, we have played the Kiwis in an international game in the past.
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ADIDAS BALL

FOR EACH CHIL

D

Online Price
1 Child : £38.00
2 Children* : £60.00
3 Children* : £80.00
4 Children* : £95.00
*from the same family

HUGHES INSURANCE IRISH FA
SUMMER FOOTBALL CAMPS

Book online at:

www.irishfa.com/footballcamps

FOR BOYS & GIRLS AGED 5-13
July & August
2017

http://www.irishfa.com/footballcamps


Cunningham Peacock believes we should not underestimate the team 

from the land of the long white cloud in the Southern Hemisphere…

teaching staff in our local school. He was a big hit 

and encouraged them to have a go at all kinds of 
games and outdoor activities. 
The kids especially loved him because he taught 

perform before international games.
It was one school lesson which the kids were 

grandparents and little sisters to join in performing 
the ritual.

For the other team there is something very 
intimidating about the Haka. They have to adopt 

arms and trying to outstare the All Blacks. Coaches 
fear the Haka sows seeds of defeatism in their 
teams before games even start.

nation with a large proportion of the population 
sport mad. 
Success in sport matters down under. Rugby rules 
supreme on the North and South Islands and the 
All Blacks often rule the world with the oval ball. 

The All Whites famously drew with Italy at 

the 2010 World Cup.
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   DO NOT UNDERESTIMATE

THE MEN IN WHITE
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poor relation in the land of the long white cloud.

underestimate them at their peril. 
All fans of Norn Iron over a certain age are inspired 

Finals in Spain mean a lot to us fans of the Green 
and White Army. 

visitors tonight also played a part in the drama of 

just a warm-up for their opening group game 

That match in Malaga saw the Scots coast into a 

All Whites had made their mark. 

the real triumph was their position of third in the 

the All Whites are also treating tonight as a warm-
up for their Confederations Cup games in Russia 

they are well placed to be the Oceania Football 

Warm-up games can establish players and change 
the direction of teams. Last summer our home 
game with Slovenia saw Conor Washington 
emerge as an international striker. The game with 

irritating Will Grigg song was about to go viral. 

certain: both managers are looking for that magic 
ingredient which will make all the difference. It 
makes for an entertaining June evening. Bring on 
the All Whites!

The All Blacks perform the Haka prior to kick-off in their game against 

the Ireland rugby team in Dublin last autumn
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knew the former Cliftonville striker would respond 
in style.
Fast forward a year and the Ross County man has 
just ended the SPLF season as top goalscorer.
With Conor Washington unavailable and Jamie 

“Obviously last summer was disappointing but I 
watched the lads and was delighted to see how 

“I had to use that disappointment as another 

been able to do that.
“Playing for Northern Ireland means so much to me 

because we have been doing so well for a few 

up and score goals for my club.

can top that off with anot
great.”

further he can progress in his career but is more 
than happy plying his trade in the Highlands.
Having experienced the lows of full-time football in 

Boyce appreciates what it takes to make i
top level.

rush to leave Ross County.

When Liam Boyce missed out on a place in Northern Ireland’s Euro 2016 

squad last summer he was backed to come back with a bang.
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Position 
Striker

Date Of Birth 
08.04.1991

Place Of Birth 
Belfast

Height 
184cm 

Weight 
84kg

S
T

R
IK

E
R

Caps 
8 

Goals 
0

CLUBS
Cliftonville 52

Werder Bremen II 3

Cliftonville 85

Ross County 99

10S
Q

U
A

D
 N

O

CLUB RECORD

INTERNATIONAL
RECORD

14S
Q

U
A

D
 N

O

Debut
09.08.2011  

v Scotland  

(A) Lost 0-3

LIAM  
BOYCE

Northern Ireland U19 6 

Northern Ireland U21 9

achieve.

you are better than you actually are.

game.
“I now have enough experience to know my job is to go out 

concentrate on putting the ball in the net and doing my best for 
Ross County.”

on year.

would probably end up back home.

balls in the box.

Words: 
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during the summer of 2016

This time last year this city and our wee country 
experienced a euphoria not witnessed since those 

From the moment Northern Ireland beat Greece on 

planning their French odyssey.

Travel arrangements were made with match tickets 

important. 
It was as if we were shrouded in a big bubble of 

appeared and a Chuckle Brother emerged on the 

Heidi McAlpin (standing) and hubby Ray Allen with the 

Victorys from Toronto in Paris, June 2016.
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A BIG BUBBLE

         OF HAPPINESS…
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People of all ages and backgrounds were proudly 
wearing the team strip. T-shirts were printed and 

as lead vocalist on their opus Jackie Fullerton 

In the future when we tell children of a life before 

got in on the act. 

begin! The Nice opener against Poland may 

reinforcing their bon homie reputation with 
everyone embracing the Norn Iron party faithful. 
Thirty years waiting and we were here to enjoy 
ourselves no matter what. 
Then came possibly the best night of the lot: Our 

wrote themselves. And McAuley and McGinn were 
elevated to hero status. 
Back in Belfast fans were going ballistic in bars and 

throat. It was time to bring on the world champs - 
and our trip to Gay Paree.
What a trip… it seemed Paris was in perpetual party 

GAWA. Round every corner you could hear 

and Wales were making their wee countries 

also embracing as one.
Walking past a Parisian café I heard my name 

delightful wife June. 

working at the Toronto Sun and Gordon made me 
an honorary member of his club. 

our boys on the eve of yet another historic match. 
Fabulous stuff.

were tended by Co Antrim-born groundsman 
Jonathan Calderwood… surely another good 
omen?
And so it was that Northern Ireland and German 

the ground.

hero emerged in the acrobatic form of Michael 

knock-out stages. 

knowing Northern Ireland would be returning to 
the same turf just a few days later. Many others 

have-beens. 

souls for the better and ignited passions and belief
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   TONIGHT’S 

MASCOTS   TONIGHT’S 

MASCOTS

CAMERON 
REID

OLIVIA 
ASHE

ALFIE 
SPEER

WAYNE 
CAMERON

LUKE 
GETTY

COREY 
OGLE

JAYDEN 
BUCHANAN

BLAKE 
McCAUGHEY

JOSH 
McCLEAN

JOSH 
McCLUNE

COMBER

NEWTOWNABBEY

LURGAN

BELFAST

BALLYMONEY

BELFAST

DONEMANA

TANDRAGEE

ANTRIM

CARRICKFERGUS

LOUIS 
MILLAR
NEWTOWNARDS

KENZIE 
FORSYTHE
DUNMURRY
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AOIBHEANN 
HARDING LESTER

CHLOE 
HAGAN

JAMIE 
SPENCE

BLAKE 
JOHNSTON

ALEX 
McCALMONT

MAITIU 
McGIBBON

JAY 
FYFFE

ARCHIE 
FERGUSON

CALLUM 
BOYD

LUCY 
BURGESS

ANNACLONE

BELFAST

BELFAST

BELFAST

BALLYCLARE

LURGAN

BELFAST

MOIRA

LONDONDERRY

NEWTOWNARDS
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NORTHERN IRELAND MATCHES
MATCH DAY 1: Tuesday 8th August 2017, 7.00pm

National Football Stadium at Windsor Park

MATCH DAY 2: Friday 11th August 2017, 7.00pm
Mourneview Park, Lurgan

MATCH DAY 3: Monday 14th August 2017, 7.00pm
The Showgrounds, Ballymena

SEMI FINALS:
Thursday 17th August 2017, 3.00pm & 7.00pm

National Football Stadium at Windsor Park

FINAL:
Sunday 20th August 2017, 7.30pm

National Football Stadium at Windsor Park

Tickets on sale now via Ticketmaster
For further information go to:

Official website: www.irishfa.com/uefawu19

http://www.irishfa.com/uefawu19


Northern Ireland have played 621 full internationals 
since 1882. We have won 155, drawn 144 and lost 
322. The goals for are 649 and against 1,196.

AGAINST THE BRITISH COUNTRIES THE
AGGREGATE RESULTS HAVE BEEN

P W D L F A
England 98 7 16 75 81 323
Scotland 96 15 17 64 81 261
Wales 96 27 24 45 132 191

AGAINST THE FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
Against foreign opposition since 1922, Northern 
Ireland have played 331 full internationals
against 65 nations from outside the United 
Kingdom. We have won 106, drawn and lost 

with 355 goals for and 421 against.
P W D L F A

INTERNATIONAL 

        RECORD

2018 FIFA WORLD CUP 
RUSSIA QUALIFIERS - GROUP C
RESULT

Czech Republic 0-0 Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland 4-0 San Marino

Germany 2-0 Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland 4-0 Azerbaijan

Northern Ireland 4-0 Norway

FIXTURES

Azerbaijan v Northern Ireland

San Marino v Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland v Czech Republic

Northern Ireland v Germany

Norway v Northern Ireland

GROUP C TABLE
P W D L F A Pts

Germany 5 5 0 0 20 1 19 15
Northern Ireland 5 3 1 1 10 2 8 10
Czech Republic 5 2 2 1 8 4 4 8
Azerbaijan 5 2 1 2 3 8 -5 7
Norway 5 1 0 4 5 9 -4 3
San Marino 5 0 0 5 1 23 -22 0
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dare to 
dream

WITH A FOREWORD BY NORTHERN IRELAND MANAGER MICHAEL O’NEILL

NORTHERN IRELAND’S EURO 2016 ADVENTURE

One year on from the Euros relive the great

French adventure in this unmissable book!



A GREAT ADVERT 
FOR THE GAME

ENJOY TENNENT’S RESPONSIBLY



N
 

IRISH FA FOUNDATION 

FUN DAY 

irishfa.com/tickets 

Join us for a celebration of the Irish FA 
Foundation with a Fun Day at the National 
Football Stadium at Windsor Park 
Saturday 3rd June, 1:30pm - 4:30pm 

Tickets are FREE
and can be booked via:

 Foundation exhibition matches 
 Free entry to the new Irish FA Education and Heritage Centre 
 Play on the pitch (registration required on the day) 

 Inflatables      Football speed test       Hot food

With Cool FM’s 
Pete Snodden

http://irishfa.com/tickets

